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Northill Air-Lung! 
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Choose the SCUBA equipment 
of the experts 
for safety and reliability 


How much should you pay for SCUBA equipment? 

Here, certainly, is a field in which you must start with 
nothing less than the very best—the most dependable 
equipment you can buy. 

That means starting with the SCUBA of the experts— 
the Northill Air-Lung. It is fai/-safe! Northill’s regulator 
design gives you a continuous flow of air even with the 
metering valve out of commission. And, as you become 
more experienced, your Northill is your reliable com- 
panion on all under-surface adventures. 

Your dealer will point out the many quality features 
that make the Northill Air-Lung the finest SCUBA in 
the world. See him for a demonstration. 
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A “Skin Diver” subscriber in W 
Massachusetts, who failed to sign his 
to the post card, has submitted the abo 
for a SNAP QUICK RELEASE BEI 

After noting the several buckles ay 
for weight belts our subscriber frien 
gests that you use a snap fastener th 
can buy for a few cents, the best or 
those used for automobile convertible 
These snaps are chrome plated for cor 
resistance and are quite rugged and r 

Belt A above shows how the snaps | 
attached to a one inch belt. Several 
could be applied with even spacing b 
snaps for adjustability. The hand grip 
proximately six inches long. 

Belt B shows a double application | 
two inch belt, these also could be a 
evenly along the belt making it adjustal 
several sizes. 


This snap idea could be practically 
to the harness of a scuba with excell 
sults. The snap offers full safety on 
or scuba harness plus the advantages of 
thoroughly adjustable if several snaps 
tached. 


If the subscriber in Wayland, Mass., 


step forward and identify himself ar 
friend in Sacramento we will be happy 
sue the one year subscription for thi 
gestion. >a 


tween 


anged 


pplied 
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ODDS N’ ENDS 


This new column in “Skin Diver” 
contain do-it-yourself items, safety 
vices, gadgets, etc., developed by 4d 
for better diving. The Odds N’ Ends 
ured here every month might not 
to your particular type of diving bu 
are sure many of them will prove he 
to the majority. Send your pet invent 


do the finished art work and then pu 


tunity. There are several ideas in the 
for this column but these will soon be 
and we will need more. The idea mar 
each subject used in this column wil 
ceive a one year subscription to 
Diver.” 





apply | 


Odds N’ Ends, we will have Mr. M 


your idea in this column at the first op; 
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DIVE N’ SURF SUIT MEASUREMENTS 


MONEY BACK GUARANTY 

































































































Rie 
The Finest 
* "PROFESSIONAL" 
Double Surfaced 
ETT $52.95 

Wi viand 
MS name 
ov Mes fs “NAVY TYPE" 
available Double Surfaced 
rate RS! eee $46.95 
“ po 
rors T+ “SCUBA DIVER" 
smayte J Single Surfaced ) | 
‘pwr f)68/16 inch... $39.95 
Ip is ap 15 \ I \ } 
- Hee: F “SKIN DIVER" 19 16 
table fr fF Single Surfaced 
ne oe... $31.95 6 
ellent re- 
yn belt | 
of being 
os are at FE All suits include wy. L 

hoods, shirt & pants. | \ 
lass., will 
and_ his 
py to Is 
this sug DIVE N’ SURF 223 Hermosa Ave., Redondo Beach, Calif. * FR 9-1473 
—_—— | TYPE OF SUIT eienicniiaiss — NAME . tn 

DATE ORDERED ADDRESS aaa 
er” will 1 DATE DUE — | cITy - -- 
t, al PHONE Pe - ae 
ds jeal- 
t apply) f 1, AROUND HEAD MEAS. _ 8. ELBOW 15. KNEE sail 
Pe ful || 2» BACK NECK TO FOREHEAD _. 9, FOREARM 16. CALF — 
ation o | 3» NECK _____ 10. WRIST - 17. ANKLE — 
_ Millar |} 4, CHEST ___ 11. ELBOW TO WRIST : 18. ANKLE TO KNEE ae 
publish | 5, WAIST __ 12. WRIST TO MID BACK . 19. ANKLE TO 
tors || 6 BUTTOCKS _____ 13. SHOULDER TO BUTTOCKS CROTCH <a 
be sed|f| 7. BICEP _____ 14. THIGH - 20. ANKLE TO 
mat for | PECTORAL —s 
ig ADDITIONAL INFORMATION BY RETURN MAIL. 21. HEIGHT : 
22. WEIGHT 
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DECEMBER COVER—A young underwater explorer examines a coral en- 
crusted passageway while visiting one of the many ship wrecks along 
the coast of Ceylon. This photograph was taken by Mike Wilson, the 
camera half of the Clarke-Wilson expeditions. Mike is currently touring 
the world with his film and lecture entitied ‘Beneath the Seas of Ceylon” 
under the management of W. Colston Leigh, Inc. of New York. The 
Clarke-Wilson Expedition team has also produced two best-selling 


underwater books, ‘‘The Coast of Coral’ covering the Great Barrier 
Reef and ‘The Reefs. of Taprobane” depicting their adventures in Celyon 
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Announcements... 


The Annual “Winter Meet,” sponsored by the Puget Sound Mud. 
sharks of Washington State, will be held on January 19, 1958. Time 
will be from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The location for this meet has not 
yet been designated. Notices will be mailed to all clubs listed with 
the Council of Diving Clubs. Other clubs desiring information on the 
meet may write to Jim Blanchard, Route 5, Box 847-A, Everett, 
Washington. 

Peter Puget informed SD that there was not enough incoming news 
from the Washington and Oregon clubs to warrant an “Around The 
Sound” column this month. Such a sad state of affairs. Peter can. 
not submit his column without the cooperation of the Pacific North. 
west Council clubs and the individual members of the sub-aqua se 
of the region. Diving activities that are to appear in the “.\round 
the Sound” column should be sent to Puget Sound Divers Co , 2529 
Westlake Ave., No., Seattle, Wash. or through your local dea:er. 

The Skin Diving Committee of the SPAAU repeats its invitation 
to all skin diving and spearfishing club representatives to attend their 
meetings. This hard working committee sets all the dates for the 
coming season’s eliminations and competitions, spearfishing rules, 
limits for the meets, etc. All these topics are of vital interest to 
competitive minded clubs. Insist that your representative atte:d the 
meetings. First Wednesday of each month is the date, time '5 7:30 
p.m., place is Roosevelt Park, 7600 Graham Avenue, Los Ange'es. 

Television programs are using more and more underwater :\‘ories. 
Make note of the following dates and films to be presented .n the 
magic window in the near future. 

December S—“I Search for Adventure,” Octopus Hunting filmed 
by Bill Barada showing the methods and techniques of the Puget 
Sound underwater octopus grabbers. Both skin and scuba approaches. 

January 13—‘“Bold Journey,” Octopus Hunting by Bill Barada. 
This is the same program that will appear on “I Search for Adven- 
ture.” 

February 10— “Bold Journey, “Shakedown of the Pamalee II” 
filmed by Mart Toggweiler. Here is an exciting film taken ducing a 
3000 mile cruise in Mexican waters with several skin diving stops, 
underwater scenery, wreck hunting. 

“Skin Diver” is amazed by the letters we receive from new divers 
stating that they would like to join a club, have contacted the local 
big name group for membership . . . and found the doors of mem- 
bership closed. No experience, wrong age group, married, not mar- 
ried, etc., are the reasons given by the established club. The new 
diver continues on his way, making all the mistakes that could have 
been avoided with a little directing and guidance from an experienced 
club or club diver. Sooner or later he meets a neophyte that has also 
been turned down by a club and they decide to form their own group. 

Why don’t you old-line clubs open your doors and take in the 
upcoming divers, get some new blood in your organizations. Sure, 
it will mean a little time and effort on your part, some more compe- 
tition within the club for you, but look at the advantages. New mem- 
bers and learning divers don’t miss meetings and aren’t channelled in 
their diving thoughts. They won't lose that initial “go” for several 
years yet. The older members just don’t have the enthusiasm and 
“go,” in some cases they attend meetings just for a social . . . and 
then try to blend the club in that direction. Open your doors!!! 
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Underwater Book Shelf 


BOOK +1... 


By Dimitri Rebikoft 
2 and Poul Cherney. 


= This is a guide for 


. ren IDE © 


ro skin divers who 

. want to photograph 
their activities and 
the sights under the 
sea. All the latest 


lerwaler information on 


. ‘a hy equipment and 
otlogt up u techniques of sub- 
j' wy , marine photography 
— : and movie making 
Well iltustrated 
$1.95 postpaid 


pl 





BOOK +2... American Seashells 


By R. TUCKER ABBOTT 
This beautiful big book, 541 pages pilus 80 pages of color and biack 
plates, paintings and drawings, covers definitive identifications of 
some '500 varieties on Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf Coast shores. 
A big $12.50 value. 


BOOK #3... Skin Diving and Exploring 
Underwater 
By JOHN SWEENEY — 176 pages, 8 illustrations 


In this handy manual you're told exactly, what systems, practices, pre- 
cautions, and techniques the sport of skin diving demands. The author 
explains how to use flippers, snorkel, and face mask for simple dives, 
ond gives complete instructions on using the Aqua-Lung and more 
advanced equipment—plus signals divers and their tenders rely on for 
communication. Just $3.50. 


BOOK +4... Diving for Science 
By LYNN POOLE 


Here is a different book on diving—one which not 
only discusses diving for individual information and 
fun, but also diving as an important type of scien- 
tific research. The book discusses the very latest 
findings in the fields of underwater mineral and 
ot! jJeposits, exploration of sea caves and caverns, 
charting of fish migration and fish feeding, utili- 
zation of ocean products as food and in manufac 
ture, and salvage of long-lost sunken treasure. Just $2.75. 


BOOK +5 ...A Manual for Free-Divers Using 
Compressed Air 
By D. M. OWEN 


The underwater diver will find in this practical and realistic book a 
complete guide to the mechanics and hazards of diving with self-con- 
tained underwater breathing equipment using air. This excellent book 
includes the first full discussion of the physiological aspects of diving; 
safety rules; beautiful underwater photographs illustrating the various 
practices; @ description of new equipment and an extensive bibli- 
ography. One of those ‘‘must have” books. $1.75. 


BOOK +6... The Master Diver and Underwater 
Sportsman 


By CAPT. T. A. HAMPTON 
Authored by the Chief Instructor of the British Underwater Centre 
Explains stage by stage training in underwater swimming, diving, 
self-contained air apparatus, rebreathing units, helmet diving. Other 
chapters irciuge underwater cutting, welding, blasting, seamanship 
and salvage. IIlustrated with 156 diagrams and photographs. Complete 
Manual $5.00. 


BOOK +7... Underwater Hunting 
By DR. GILBERT DOUKAN 


Te odventurous spirits the leisurely dangling of bait from a fishing 
line is @ dismal postime. Their neea for excitement and activity is 
supplied by this sport of underwater hunting which combines the thrill 
of the chase and the satisfaction engendered by the knowledge of 
skill wet! displayed. Whatever his fancy, Dr. 

kan provides the necessary information on 
what to do and how to use it. European Best 
Seller $3.50. 


BOOK +8 .. . Billy’s Search for 
Florida Undersea Treasure 


By MINERVA and RUSS SMILEY 

An educational fantasy for junior and senior 
skin divers. 

A big beautiful book with full-color illustrations 
on every page. Join Billy with his Aqua Lung in 
Search for pirate treasure. He rides on a turtle, 
ues ga sea-horse as a guide, teaches true facts 
about fish, coral, etc. Only a few first edition 
Copies left. Truly a collectors item. Just $3.00. 
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BOOK +9... Free Diving 

By DIMITRI REBIKOFF 
Here is the most up-to-date, thorough data on the various forms of 
self-contained breathing apparatus. A noted expert and teacher tells 
everything the skin diver needs to know about when, where and how 
to dive. Illustrated, color and black and white. 224 pages—$5.75. 


BOOK +10... 2000 Fathoms Down 
By CMDR. GEORGES HOUOT and PIERRE WILLM 


The authors of this book relate how they spent 30 thrilling minutes 
on the ocean bottom, 13,287 feet down, in the French Bathyscaphe 
Dramatic, absorbing. 192 pages plus illustrations.—$4.00. 


BOOK +11... To Hidden Depths 
By CAPT. PHILIPPE TAILLIEZ 


Fascinating and intimate account of an importdnt group of men who 
were the pioneers of this modern sport. Tailliez, graphically describes 
what it means to swim with lungs and fins along with sharks, whales, 
eels and octopi. Explores wrecks, removes mines, dives on ancient 
uins. Illustrated. 188 pages.—$5.00. 


BOOK +12... Fun in the Water 
By THOMAS KIRK CURETON, JR. 


This manual, written by a famous swimming 
authority, describes nearly three hundred water 
activities which supply entertainment and de- 
velop “at homeness” in the water. A very im- 
portant book for groups that play in water 
INustrated.—$4.00. 


BOOK #13... Young Skin Diver 
By PHILIP HARKINS 


A young man, wise in the ways of the sea, be- 
comes acquainted with a skin diving marine 
biologist and soon starts following in his idol’s 
steps. Several near accidents and a case ot 
bends tied in with some romance and jealousy 
mokes interesting reading for young divers.—- 
$2 75. 


BOOK +14... Between Pacific Tides 
By EDWARD F. RICKETTS &G JACK CALVIN 


“Between Pacific Tides” is a detailed account of habits and habitats 
of animals which live in one of the most prolific life zones of the world 
—rocky shores and tide pools of the Pacific Coast. Enlarged illustra- 
tions, 502 pages.—$6.95. 


BOOK +15 ... Underwater Guide to Marine Life 
By RAY and CIAMPI 


Turtles, sharks, fish, sea weed and everything else that grows or lives 
in the sea is covered in this book... a true guide. A gigantic manual 
to marine life, written specifically for use in its field. The best of 
books for marine life identification. 338 pages, illustrations —$8.75. 


BOOK +17 ... Marine Life of the Pacific Tidal 
Regions 
By DAN RYAN 
Dan Ryan equipped with lung, underwater camera, lighting equipment 
and an excellent knowledge of the sea approached tne Pacific Ocean 
and went to work capturing the most interesting animals he found on 
film. These photographs, in full color, plus scientific descriptions (in 
lay language) have now been published and placed between a water 
proof cover. The best of buys for west coast divers and visitors in 
making identification and furthering knowledge of the tidal regions. 





BOOK #17-P .. . Marine Life of the Pacific Regions — By Dan Ryan 

Same book as #17 but with paper cover — $1.00 

enwwe-—=—= Use Coupon Below When Ordering! ------=- = 
SKIN DIVER 


Underwater Book Shelf, Box 128, Lynwood, California 
| desire the following checked (¥%) books. Enclosed is 


ae 

C1) Book #1 — $ 1.95 [) Book #9 — $5.75 
[) Book #2 — $12.50 CL) Book #10 — $4.00 
[] Book #3 —$ 3.50 [] Book #11 — $5.00 
CL] Book #4 — §$ 2.75 [] Book #12 — $4.00 
(] Book #5 — $ 1.75 C) Book #13 — $2.75 
[] Book #6 — $ 5.00 [] Book #14 — $6.95 
[] Book #7 — $ 3.50 [] Book #15 — $8.75 
[] Book #8 — $ 3.00 [} Book #17 $1.75 


[_] Book #17-P — $1.00 
Make all checks payable to ‘SKIN DIVER’; payment 
must accompany order. Please furnish complete name 
and address with each order. 


uv 




















FLAG CORRESPONDENCE 


. . . In regard to your survey on the flag to 
be used by divers, our club the “Kelp Klip- 
pers” (Sacramento) discussed the issue at our 
last meeting. Eighteen of the twenty members 
present voted for the “Seven” Flag, the other 
two were for the “Divers” Flag. The argu- 
ment for the “Seven” flag was based on the 
use of it by the Navy. However the club 
agreed that the “Divers” Flag would seem 
to be easier to see. 

Gregg Pratt 

Kelp Klippers 

Sacramento, California 


. . . I have just read those letters in SD on 
the subject of a suitable flag for divers. In 
my opinion skin diving is not to be compared 
im any way with hard hat divers. The Inter- 
national Flag for Helmet divers is the SEVEN 
Flag. But since we are something entirely 
different I believe in a flag that is for skin 
divers only. I am in the process of trying to 
have the DIVERS flag accepted by the Cana- 
dian Navy. Since Michigan has been using 
this flag, let’s all get together on this subject. 
It’s time this flag was settled once and for all. 

Donald Fair 

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 


This club agrees with Mr. Tait that the 
SEVEN flag should be the only flag to be 
used to indicate that there is a diver in the 
water. Inasmuch as this flag is an internation- 
al code flag which is recognized by the De 
partment of Defense, Coast Guard and the 
Maritime Service. The use of any other flag 
would defeat the purpose of international 
code flags. It appears the only problem re- 
maining is a very thorough educational pro- 
gram for pleasure boat owners. 

I note that referenced article states that 
this flag will be 3x3. I had a seven flag made 
by a flag manufacturing concern and they said 
that the correct size of this flag is 3x5 feet. 
Your comments on the correct size of this 
flag is solicited. 

John Wysong 
Lone Star Dolphins 
San Antonio, Texas 


. . Have noted in the October issue of 
“Skin Diver” a request for votes on the flag 
te be used to indicate divers in the area. 

Please count three more votes for the red 
flag with diagonal white stripe (DIVERS) spon- 
sored by the “Great Lakes Diver”. We have 
flags like this and are trying to educate the 
public locally by means of posters and word 
of mouth. 


Donna Blewitt 
John Amsden 
Tom Ladd 
Bradenton, Florida 








Seven Flag Divers Flag 


. . . We of the Mansfield (Ohio) Skin Divers, 
Inc. have adopted the DIVERS Flag in as 
much as it appears to be the one used in the 
Great Lakes area. 

Carl E. Harris 


. We have adopted the DIVERS Flag as 
our official diving flag, and are planning a 
winter of safety instructions and several dives 
through the ice. 

Massachusetts Sea Lions 
Springfield, Mass. 


. Gino Gemma and Romaine Zacharias 
have designed a flag to be flown while div- 
ing. Unfortunately this flag seems to be a sig- 
nal flag of the Canadian Fisheries so we 
are going to use the American DIVERS Fiag. 


Vancouver Sub Aquatic Club 
Vancouver, British Columbia 


. At last night’s meeting of the Conn. 
Council we unanimously voted to accept the 
DIVERS Flag as illustrated on Page 11 of the 
October “Skin Diver”. We go along with the 
divers in the Great Lakes area, the Michigan 
Council, the Illinois Council, the Northeast 
Council and others who wish to standardize 
this flag. 

We are in the process of contacting the 
U.S. Power Squadrons, the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, and other boating groups in Conn. 
to acquaint them with the flag and its use. 
We realize that floating a flag in a diving 
area will attract every boat that sees the flag. 
Our main purpose is to keep the boats away 
and the only way to do this will be to educate 
the boat owners and operators. We suggest 
that other clubs and councils contact boating 
groups and start educating them this winter. 

National magazines such as Motor Boating 
and Boats will also be notified by the Conn. 
Council about the new DIVERS Flag. I 
would suggest further that other clubs and 
councils write to these and other boating 
magazines. 

Will Jacobs 
Conn. Council 
of Skin Divers 








Ilinois vs. California 


. . . Say, who is this Robert Betz from [llinojs 
who thinks California is all salt water? | 
think there are some explanations and apolo. 
gies due to the members of the Fresno Sport 
Divers Club and other inland diving clubs of 
California. 

I don’t know where he heard thar fresh 
water diving is “for the birds”, but if it was 
a Californian who said it, he is pretty ignorant 
about his own state’s diving roster. I would 
like him or her to come inland sometime and 
get a dose of some real diving. The Fresno 
Sport Divers, formerly the Fresno Skin 
Divers, is one of the first clubs in Cal fornia, 
We travel to the briny deep about twice a 
month which makes it two or three hours 
driving from here. We always get our | mit of 
abalone or lobster or other delicacies of the 
ocean. We also have our own lake for spear- 
fishing trash fish and hope to have : few 
rivers open next year. 

About that ice fella, we have some ic» cov- 
ered lakes also, so don’t get so hig) and 
mighty. Put that in your snorkel and puff on 
it! Don’t worry about the gold rush -ither, 
fella, we have plenty of that stuff left so 
why don’t you come over here and enjoy the 
best fresh water diving of them all, and also 
that great salty stuff. 

Say you fellas out west, don’t knock your 
fellow divers like that! What will the rest of 
the fellas think? You know that California 
has the greatest of everything. Maybe you 
should try it instead of knocking it. Call on 
us, we will be more than happy to show you 
how we indulge in this sport of all sports. 


Jim Jewett, 
Fresno Sport Divers 
375 Park Avenue, Fresno, Calif. 


Skin Diving Lake 


. Ohio Skin Divers Headquarters, Inc. 5 
now the foremost distributor of skin <living 
equipment for the Southern Ohio, Kentucky, 
Tennessee area. 

As part of our rounded program, Ohio 
Skin Divers Headquarters maintains com- 
pressed air stations both in Cincinnati and 
Cedarville, Ohio. 

The biggest news for skin divers in this 
area will be the opening next summer of a 
new clubhouse at the Ohio Skin Divers Head- 
qualters lake at Cedarville, Ohio (near Day- 
ton). This large, crystal-clear lake is the first 
and only lake in this entire region exclusively 
devoted to skin diving. A complete line of 
equipment is maintained both at the Cincin- 
nati showroom and the Cedarville lake. 


Ohio Skin Divers Headquarters 
824 N.Bend Rd., Cincinnati 


Empire State Council 


Attention, Secretaries of Underwater 
Councils and Associations. Please send me 
your current mailing addresses as I need them 
for some work I am doing with the Empire 
State Underwriter Council, Inc. I would 
appreciate your prompt action on this as we 
have important correspondence coming up i 
the near future. 

David N. Iverson 
29 Imperial Avenuc 
Cohoes, New York 


Ex-Navy Diver 


. . . Would any skin divers in and around the 
Galveston-Houston area drop me a line. | 
am an ex-Navy diver and have just been dis- 
charged and would like to hear from fellow 
divers. 
Wm. Crawford 
526 S. Utah 
LaPorte, Texas 
Phone: 6555 
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Its Purpose 
and Problems 


By GENE PARKER 


Below you is the green blackness from 
whicl, you have ascended. You look up 
at the sun dappled silver mirror of the 
surface. Your boat and the shore are too 
far to reach by swimming underwater. 

The lung air reserve has been turned 
on. You are going to have to surface 
soon. You listen to the whine of motor- 
boats fade and then grow louder. You 
wonder if one of them is heading direct- 
ly toward you. 

The mask starts to flatten against 
your face as you pull hard at the last 
of the life-giving air in the lung. Now 
you have to surface. Pray that as you 
surface a nearby motorboat or silently 
approaching sailboat is not unknowing- 
ly bearing toward you. 

Any diver that has surfaced 
these conditions knows that it 
a harrowing experience. 


an A 


it 


under 
can be 





Maybe you’ve never had your hair 
nearly parted by a propeller. If you 
had, (as I almost have had), you might 
become rather vocal about it. 

A float or 
small buoy is 
part of the solu- 


; 74 tion to this prob- 
5] 
\\= lem. However, 


WHAT IS IP 7 


=—.Z 


+ 


(i/s>6 many cases are 

3 known of boats 

veering towards 

the diver in order to investigate this 

floating object. In one recorded case 

the boatman has actually pulled the 

marker into the boat and started off 
with it. 





In inland waters, and coastal waters | 


subjected to intense marine travel, fly- 
ing a diver’s flag, when a diver is down, 
isa necessity. 

If the diver is going to operate and 
will be surfacing near the boat the flag 
tar: be flown from the masthead. Most 
divers are not concerned about which 
flag is chosen—so long as one becomes 
universally recognized by boatmen and 
divers all over the country. 

Since some focal point would be the 
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best judge of diver’s opinions on this 
subject, what better than having the 
SKIN DIVER request opinions from its 
readers? 
The 


SKIN DIVER’S excellent arti- 


cies, and such pools as Wet versus Dry 
suits have helped divers immeasurably, 
to choose the best equipment suited to 
their needs. 

I sincerely feel that the SKIN DIVER 
would be doing a great service to divers 
by tabulating votes on the best diver’s 


A variety of flags will only confuse the boat- 
ing sportsman. As soon as the flag debate is 
settled there will be only one flag for all, 
easily identified by boaters, skiers, and pleas- 
ure crafts. 


It is my earnest hope that each club 
and /or council will not try to promote 
a singular type of flag, which it has in- 
vented, as a plug for personal publicity. 

Perhaps orange would be the best 
choice of color. It is much more visible 
than red. 

The Great Lakes 
flag makes sense. It is 


— ‘ readily seen in a stiff 


breeze or dead calm, 
\ as the white stripe is 
always visible. 

It is recognized 
that many divers 
would consider tow- 
ing around a buoy 
with flag, (however 
small or light) a nuis- 
ance. Due reflection 
indicates that it 
would be consider- 
ably less of a nuis- 
ance than looking for one’s head alter 
it had been lopped off by a boat. 

A buoy flag would also head off these 
sneak attacks by knife sharp keels of 
sailboats. 

So, fellow divers, if SKIN DIVER sees 
fit to publish this, let’s send in our opin- 
ions. Maybe we can quickly determine 
which flag is best, and so end this stale- 
mate. >» 





TRIP TO 
LOBSTER 
COUNTRY 


By CHET DOWELL 


Lobster season opened October | in 
California, and a long awaited date 
with those savory denisons of the deep 
was here. Tom Wheatly, George 
Martin, La Wayne Brown, Dayton Child 
and myself loaded our diving gear in a 
pick-up truck and station wagon and 
headed for what we call real lobster 
country for a three day duel with the 
spiny lobsters of Punta Banda in Baja, 
California, approximately two hundred 
miles south of Los Angeles. There are 
good roads all the way except for the 
last three miles, if you don’t mind go- 
ing around the side of a mountain on 
not much more than a goat trail, your 
car will take you all the way, when the 
road ends you are at Punta Banda. 

The camp ground is complete with 
rocks to build your camp fire, but any 
other convenience wanted, you had bet- 
ter bring for yourselves or do without. 
Paul, an English speaking Mexican Citi- 
zen, will meet you there and you won’t 
find a better boatman in Mexico. 

He will take you out in his 16 foot 
out-board and show you where to get 
the spiny creatures. (Cost $6.00 Amer- 
ican per day). Be sure and ask him to 
take you to the underwater cave. In all 
niv years of diving I have never seen 
anything to compare with the sight I 
saw there. 

As we entered the cave we saw lob- 
sier feelers in every nook and cranny, 
there were lobsters crawling on the 
sides and roof just waiting to be 
plucked, we each had our limit within 
a few minutes. Upon returning to camp, 
Paul cooked our lobsters for us and a 
lobster feed next to a camp fire just 
can’t be beat. After eating all we could 
hold and then some, we packed the rest 
of the lobsters on ice to take home for 
the wives and kids. 

Now if you are planning to fill your 
freezer with lobster, Punta Banda is the 
place I suggest you to go. I suppose you 
are wondering how much a trip like 
this would cost, we spent eighteen dol- 
lars each for the three days, including 
food, fuel, boat and the dollar fee for 
a temporary tourist permit at the im- 
migration station just below Ensen- 
ada. >=» 
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as told by 
CURTIS WALKER 


Curt Walker ex- 
amines the large 
Texas bass, counting 
the shots required to 
make the kill. 


\a 


The stretch of the Gulf that laps at the Texas coast is 
a restless body, and quite unpredictable. I have spent days 
and even weeks on the island of Port Aransas, watching the 
blue water creep slowly inland, and the suddenly retreat 
We had been waiting all season to catch the water just right 
for diving. Offshore squalls had kept the water murky all 
spring. 

The second week-end in July, Jack and I decided to go 
down and give it a try. Pat Kirkwood had been on the 
island all week. When we met him that Friday night he 
told us it was beginning to look better. Saturday the blue 
water was still several miles out to sea, and gusty winds 
made it useless to even go out. We waited to see how it 
would be the next day. 

Sunday morning, as we pulled the boat up along side the 
off-shore drilling rig, the Gulf was unbelievably calm. ‘Ihere 
at the rig, some eight miles southeast of Port Aransas, and 
about three miles off-shore, the water was deep and clear 
This is a favorite spot for divers, boats began to congregate 
As soon as the boat was secure, we were over the side and 
into the still, blue water. Laying on the surface, with our 
face masks in the water, we could see the bottom, fifty feet 
below. We stared down in awe. There were fish everywhere 
Big fish and little fish . . . all kinds. Millions of them 
We counted twelve or fifteen big Jewfish hanging around 
under the rig. None of them were less than ninety pounds. 
Pat and I put on our lungs and went down to have a look. 

The biggest fish I had ever speared was a nine pound 
Triple-tail. The idea of tieing into one of these big fish 
filled me with excitement, we swam among them to see 
which one was wanted. They all looked large enough to 
me, and I motioned to Pat. He wagged his head and urged 
me deeper. About twenty feet down we noted one fish 
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sagging, lower jaw rested on one girder, and his broad tail 
lay across the girder diagonally behind him. He rolled his 
small, beady eyes at us, as we swam past him, going still 
deeper. 

Down on the bellied into the white sand, we 
found the one we wanted. As we approached him he just 
lay there, pumping his gills in and out and rolling his eyes. 
He was a huge thing. Rather brownish in color and mottled. 
He was longer than either of us were tall. Pat signaled to 
me, and we started back to the top. 

Back in the boat we discussed the technique we would 
use to take the big Jewfish. My tackle was small, and Pat 
agreed that it would be of little value for this size fish. He 
produced an air gun, powered by a cylinder with 2000 
pounds pressure. The shaft of the spear was a half-inch in 
diameter. Pat fastened one end of a 125 foot length of 
steel cable to the spear-head. The other end of the cable 
was «ttached to a 55 gallon drum, floating on the surface. 
Once the spear was ejected, the cable and drum would play 
the fish. Trading our partially spent air tanks for full ones, 
we started back to the bottom. 

Pai swam ahead, carrying the speargun. I followed, hold 
ing the cable out away from his body. ‘The big Jewfish had 
not left his wallow. We moved in close for a direct shot. 
Pat }unged forward as he released the spear. ‘The blast of 
air from the gun registered in our ears, as it sent a massive 
bubb!e whirling toward the surface. My fingers stung as the 
cable whipped away. The water clouded with sand and 
blood, as the big fish surged away. Up on top the drum 
was spinning wildly, as the cable paid out and hit the end. 
The drum went under and down. We backed away from 
the slashing cable, as it cut the water. My mask wrenched 
from my face, as the cable whipped dangerously close, cut- 
ting my shoulder. We went back to the boat to rest and 
wait until the fish settled down. 

It must have been twenty minutes before the 
stopped bobbling, and we decided to go back down for our 
wounded fish. Taking on full tanks we followed the cable, 
threaded in and around the piling. Swimming down, we 
noticed that the other fish we had seen before, were gone. 
We also noticed a couple of barracuda lurking near the 
surface. They hung back, watching, and clicking their ugly 
jaws. Jack and Eldon had noticed them too, and set out 
with guns to eliminate them. We found the wounded Jew- 
fish on the bottom. He was on his side in the sand, gasp- 
ing convulsively, with the spear buried just behind the gill 
plate. Here too, were the other fish, huddle over the 
wounded one. They moved back reluctantly, as we picked 
our way among them. I felt something soft and smooth rub 
against my shoulder. Thinking it was Pat I turned. All | 
could see was the side of a big Jewfish, who was intent on 
snuggling up against me. He was so broad I could not 
see around him. I put my hand on his side and pushed 
firmly. He moved away. 

Pat put a free spear into the barrel of the gun, and moved 
in to fire a kill shot. Aimed at the brain, the spear was 
ejected. Again the water boiled from the air blast, and the 
cable lopped and slashed as the fish made another run. 
Missing its mark, the spear went through the body and out 
the other side. I retrieved it from the sand, and we started 
back to the boat. 

For six hours we kept up this game of dive... fire. . 
surface and wait. We lay on the deck of the boat and 
rested between dives, watching the drum being towed about. 
Our fish was obviously growing tired. So were we. We had 
used six tanks of air. We had two full bottles left to bring 
our fish to the surface. We made our last dive. 


bottom, 


drum 


This time the spear pierced the head, and the big fish 
gave up his gallant fight. Running a spear through the 
lower lip, to keep the mouth shut, we took hold and began 
to swim up. Swimming as hard as we could, we ascended 
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hanging lazily between the girders of the drilling rig. His 
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Pat Kirkwood with 410 pounder. 


very slowly. On the boat Jack and Eldon heaved, hand 
over hand, on the cable. Pushing for the surface, I began 
to add a few more pounds to my original estimate. ‘Twenty 
minutes later we broke water. We tied the fish up close to 
the transom of the boat and began towing him to port. The 
twin outboards strained and it seemed the hardly 
moved. Pat and I lay in the cabin, fairly spent from our 
eight hours of diving. 

At the dock, a curious crowd gathered to watch us haul 
our trophy up on the scales. He weighed 410 pounds. 
Wearily we took turns beside him, grinning for the camera. 

In retrospect, let me make this observation: This is the 
sort of thing a fellow feels he must do just once. The thrill 
of that first experience with a really big fish is nondescript. 
3ut it satisfies the desire, and quenches it, often for all 
times. With this experience under my belt to ponder over 
forever, I am now confronted with a new desire. Trading 
the speargun for the camera, I am anxious to record the 
fascinating antics I have witnessed in this fabulous watery 


boat 






world below. >s 

















Buddy Greenman and Win Brady, Gulfarium divers who made the 
underwater swim. Buddy swam 8.18 miles to exhaustion while Win 
traveled a total of 12.049 miles before breaking the surface. 
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Gulfarium Diver Swims 12 Miles Underwater . . . 


GOING AROUND IN CIRCLES 


By LEONARD P. HUTCHINSON 


E bong TEN professional SCUBA divers, swim them ar: und 
in a 500,000 gallon tank filled with salt water, add 
dozens of bull sessions in the divers’ ready-room, and you 
have a stew that the publicity man will be in. I know, | 
am the tub-thumper for a marine attraction and our d vers 
have come up with every idea that will never be see. in 
print except trying to get a man to swallow a whale. 

That was the picture at the Gulfarium, located at Fort 
Walton Beach, Florida, until early last July when Chuck 
Emmett, who is in charge of the shows at the attraction, 
came up with an idea that looked like a winner. 

He asked, “What’s the underwater distance swimming 
record and why can’t we break it?” 

I learned that the one and only such record known was 
an underwater swim of seven miles made by Ginger Stanley 
in the Silver River, near Silver Springs, Florida. 

Armed with this information, I put the deal up to Brandy 
Siebenaler, out of whose budget the bulk of the expenses 
for the attempt would have to drain. Brandy is no arm- 
chair scientist but a practical professional who likes to see 
his facts raw and quivering. 

“What will it prove?” he asked. 

I thought, Jt might draw a big gate. I said “A test of 
youth against mature experience, for one thing.” 

He said, “You mean ‘Buddy’ and ‘Win’ could both make 
the try? Okay! ‘Win’ can use oxygen and ‘Buddy’ straight 
air, That should tell us something.” 

“Win” is Winfield H. Brady, 37, a graduate marine bio 
logist and the Fish Hunter for the Gulfarium. Daily, 
weather permitting, he dives in the Gulf of Mexico scarch- 
ing for rare and unusual specimens working at depths down 
to 225 feet. He is 5 feet 8 inches in height and weighs 
an even 200 pounds. 


“Buddy” is Howard Greenman, 18, a high school student 
who works as a diver during Summer vacations. He is 5 
feet 10 inches in height and weighs 180 pounds. Diving, 
to “Buddy,” is a means to an end. He is saving his money 
to study medicine. 


They both went for the idea like a pair of hungry bass 
striking at the lure of the day. They began practice swims 
immediately. 

The next order of business was to formulate a set of 
rules to govern the event and, in a quick skull session, the 
simple requirements were established. 

The fifty foot diameter course, with inner-rail a uniform 
ten feet distant from the many viewing ports, was designed 
to permit the swimmers to be in constant view of spectators 
and/or official scorers. The inner-rail was rigged by mark 
ing the circle with a two inch diameter rubber hose secured 
to the bottom of the tank by concrete blocks. Cork floats 
were attached to the rubber hose with light line and then, 
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cork-to-cork, another light line was used 
to define the floating circle. It was a 
real good deal for everybody concerned 
except the five porpoise who live in 
the Main Tank and who the moment 
the course was installed, rebelled by 
non-performance in the shows. The 
track was dismantled to be re-installed 
just before the record try and “Win” 
and “Buddy” made their practice swims 
by using their imaginations and the out- 


er-wall of the tank to establish the 
course, 
fo effect the quick underwater 


changes, “Win” elected to use a Scott 
Hydro-Pak harness and “Buddy” chose 
a Healthways Jet-O-Sen. The rigs were 
Aqua-Lung, Navy approved two-stage 
regulator, and Divair, which rigs “Win” 
and “Buddy” both used without special 
preference in practice and during the 
record swim. “Win” used U.S. Divers 
Giant Manatee Fins and “Buddy” wore 
Voit Viking Fins. Both contenders al- 
ternated dive masks both in practice 
and during the actual attempt to avoid 
chafing, using the Cyrano and Squale 
masks as the switch equipment. 

During practice swims, it became ap- 
parent that the old record could be 
broken even though that swim had 
been made in a river with current ad- 
vantage assumed. But it became equal- 
ly apparent that it would not be easy 
and that, in addition to air and oxygen, 
the contenders would have to be sup- 
plied food and drink. Practice feedings 
were done and both divers perfected the 
technique of eating and drinking un- 
derwater. 

Dr. Richard J. Salina, Flight Surgeon, 
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, agreed 
to act as the official attending physician 
during the record attempt and he in- 
sisted that a resuscitator be on hand. 
The required equipment was furnished 
by the Fort Walton Beach (Florida) 
Volunteer Fire Department which also 
supplied a trained emergency crew and 
an ambulance. 

Judges and official scorers were fur- 
nished by the Eglin Diving Club, Eglin 
Air Force Base, and the Pensacola Fin 
Divers Association. 

The officials supplied by the Eglin 
Diving Club were Jim Mallock, Rick 
Rice, Ed Maxwell, and John Wall. The 
Pensacola Fin Divers Association was 
represented by Dr. Edwin A. Roberts 
and Dr. M. L. Van Horn, Foley, Ala- 
bama, a member of the Pensacola club. 

At 6:30 PM on Labor Day, the record 
breaking attempt began with Brandy 
firing a compressed air gun at which 
signal “Win” and “Buddy” took off in 
a clockwise circuit of the course. Both 
swimmers maintained an average depth 
of about 12 feet throughout the swim 
which kept “Win” well within safety 
limits as to the reputed dangerous effects 
of oxygen at the thirty foot level. Too, 


SKIN DIVER—December, 1957 





The largest Carp ever speared by a skin diver in Minnesota is this 30% pounder taken from 
Medicine Lake. Emil Rheinhardt (left) is shown holding the giant spawn loaded female Carp. 


Darrell Shipper looks on with a smaller Carp. 


Skin Divers Club.—R. T. Keagle Photo. 


an 11 foot Tiger Shark that inhabits 
the tank elected to swim the same cir- 
cuit at a slightly higher level and served 
as a useful deterrent against the con- 
testants inadvertently surfacing. 

The 50 foot diameter course required 
the swimmers to make 33.61 laps to the 
mile and, as they swam wide of the in- 
ner-rail, the actual distance covered by 
each was somewhat greater than that 
calculated for the record. 

Regular Gulfarium divers acted as 
Aids and they were kept busy descend- 
ing with full bottles and returning emp- 
ties as well as furnishing such food and 
drink as the contenders requested by 
writing on their aluminum slates. 

“Win” signaled for a renewal of his 
oxygen on an average of once every 
twenty minutes while “Buddy,” whose 
pace was slower, used air at the rate of 
one bottle every 22.6 minutes. 

Each swimmer was immediately ad- 
vised when he had broken the record. 
This word was passed to “Win” at 
11:00 PM and “Buddy” was given the 
same flash 18 minutes later. 

About midnight, Win wrote a message 
advising that he was staying closer to 
Buddy who appeared to him to be 
weakening. And, about the same time, 
Buddy requested that he be switched 
from air to oxygen. The request was 
denied after a top-side conference. 

At 12:50 AM, upon the completion of 
his 295th lap, “Buddy” signaled that he 
was through and desired assistance to 
leave the tank. Buddy’s total mileage 
was calculated at 8.18 miles at an aver- 
age speed of 1.29 MPH. 


These divers are members of the Minnesota 


Dr. Salina found Buddy in good 
shape save for exhaustion and ordered 
him to bed. 

At 2:43 AM Win completed his 400th 
lap in seemingly excellent shape save for 
his feet which were bothering him badly. 
Suddenly, upon the completion of the 
405th lap, Win signaled for the special 
litter which had been rigged for emer- 
gencies and which was lowered into the 
tank by an electric hoisting device. In 
the ensuing excitement nobody noted 
the exact time at which Win com- 
pleted the 405th lap but, give or take a 
few seconds, it was 2:49 AM. 

Reaching the Observation Deck, Win 
appeared to be dazed but a quick check 
by Dr. Salina indicated that he was 
okay and, in a few minutes he was gulp- 
ing hot black coffee and demanding a 
hot shower. Buddy, in an example of 
the recuperative powers of youth, was 
one of the first on hand to congratulate 
him. 

Win had smashed the record to smith- 
ereens with a swim of 12.049 miles at an 
average speed of about 1.45 MPH. 

On the heels of the record breaking 
deal, three of the Gulfarium’s trained 
penguins broke out of their pen and 
ran away. You guess which of the two 
events got the most newspaper play. 
YOU ARE RIGHT, the penguins got 
and held the spotlight. 

So, for my money, when the next guy 
suggests that our outfit try to break 
an underwater record, I'll say, “ ‘Smoke 
Kools’ instead of that pipe you are on 
now.” >s 






Famous 

Skin Diver 
Invades the 
Sacred Wells 
of the Mayans 


The Peninsula of Yucatan is a sheet 
of limestone rock which was raised out 
of the ocean in relatively geological 


By 
BOB MARKS 


times. Yucatan has no rivers, streams or 
lakes on the surface of the land. Lime- 
stone is a very porous rock, thus causing 
all the rain water to form subterranean 
streams and caverns. Due to erosion 
some of the roofs of these caverns col- 
lapse and cenotes or natural wells are 
formed. There are no accurate maps 
showing the number of cenotes in Yuca- 
tan, but flying over this country one can 
locate 100 in an hour’s time. No two 
cenotes are alike. They vary in size, 
shape, depth of water and clarity of the 
water, etc. I dived in many of 
these cenotes and have found some to 
have 50 feet visibility and others to have 
only 2 or 3 feet visibility. The cenotes 
with subterranean streams enter- 
ing and leaving them, usually have very 
clear water. While on the other hand, 
when the roofs of the caverns collapse 
the entrance of the 
stream is blocked by the falling lime- 
stone and no fresh water can enter. This 
type of cenote has very poor visibility 
and is very stagnant. I have found ocean 
shrimp and fish in cenotes as far as 100 
miles from the ocean. 
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The most famous cenote in Yucatan 
is located at Chichen-Itza, which is one 
of the best preserved of all Mayan 
ruins. Unlike all other cenotes which 
were used for their water supply, this 
cenote (Sacred Cenote) was used for 
human sacrifice by the Mayans during 
their religious ceremonies. During times 
of drought, they would throw young 
virgin maidens to the rain god (Noh- 
och Yun Chac) who they believed lived 
at the bottom of this cenote. If Noh-och 
Yun Chac was satisfied with his new 
bride, he would make rain and save 
their fields of maize. Besides the offer- 
ings of virgins, they also threw objects 
otf gold, jade, and other precious relics 
into the cenote. 

In 1904, an American archeologist 
named Edward Thompson decided to 
prove or disprove this legend. He ob- 
tained dredging equipment from some 
friends in the States and for two long 
months carried on dredging operations 


ENOTES 


in the cenote. During this short period 
of time he recovered over $600,000.00 
in gold and jade objects. He also proved 
that virgins were actually thrown into 
the cenotes by finding over 80 complete 
skeltons. His dredging equipment bioke 
down and he sent for a helmet diver 
from Tarpon Springs, Florida. This 
Greek diver had a very serious accident 
the first day and they gave up the idea 
of locating the rest of the treasure by 
diving. 

Mr. Thompson decided to take his 


treasure to the states and buy new 
dredging equipment. By the time 
the Mexican government found out 


about Thompson’s discovery, he was 
back in the states. He turned all the 
relics over to the Peabody Museum 
where they still can be seen. For over 
20 years the Mexican Government tried 
to get the relics back, but without any 
luck. They not only prevented Thomp- 
son from completing his dredging op- 
eration, but also prohibited anyone else 
from searching for Mayan relics. To 
this day this law is still enforced and 
every little relic found by archeologists 











or adventurous divers must be 
over to the government. 

In February of this year I offered my 
services to an American Archeologist 
working on the Mayan ruins of Dabil. 
chultun. At the site of every Mayan 
ruin there are cenotes since they were 
necessary for their water supply. We 
decided that there should be many wa. 
ter vases and other relics in this ccnote 
that the Indians might have dropped by 
accident. In one day’s time, I found 
two complete water vases whicl. are 
dated at 300 B.C. Also many bones of 
animals and humans and thousan:|s of 
broken pieces of pottery. This c:note 
was about 150 feet deep with a sloping 
ledge all the way down. The water 
was crystal clear and there were :uany 
species of ocean fish in it. 

One of my biggest finds was at a 
cenote near the village of Valladolid 
located about 50 miles from Chi: hen- 
Itza. During the last few hundred 


turned 


the water in the cenote must 
have risen 30 or 40 feet. 
is about 100 feet deep and also very 
clear. About 25 feet down I found 
many caves completely around the ce- 
note. At first I though they were where 
the water entered and left the cenote, 
but further investigation revealed these 
caves were homes for the Mayans. Since 
it was probably very hard for them to 
be climbing up and down the shear 
walls of the cenote, I believe that they 
used these caves as places of refuge dur 


years, 
This cenote 


ing wars. 

I can also support this theory with 
my discovery of the many weapons that 
I found in these caves such as lance 
flint knifes and hatchet heads. 
One of the most beautiful relics I found 
was a life size mask of a man made in 
During all the excavations 
carried on in Yucatan in the last 50 
years only two other masks have ever 
been found. I found many com 
plete pieces of pottery such as dishes, 
bowls, cups and offering dishes. ‘Tliere 


heads, 


ceramics. 


also 




















were polishing stones, stones for crush- 
ing maize, many complete human 
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Valuable archeological relics found by Marks in a Cenote near Valladolid, Yucatan. Included 
in the relics are several human skulls, human arm and leg bones, piece of statues and a full 
size ceramic mask of a man, possibly a death mask. 


UCATAN 


The surface of the water is many feet below the land level, caused 
The surface of this land is all limesetone and 





The Cenote of Chichen-ltze. 
by varied amounts of rainfall during recent years. 
porous, there are no rivers or streams in Yucatan. 
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skulls and bones, two arms from a sta- 
tue, a few jade beads, small cutting 
tools, etc., also in the 

Of all the cenotes that I dived in, I 
am sure that I will never forget the one 
near the village of Peto in southern 
Yucatan. It all started one day when I 
was hunting for puma with a Mayan 
guide. By accident we found this very 
large cenote. It was completely different 
from any others that I have ever seen. 
The opening on top was only six feet 
across, but the which was 60 
feet down, 100 feet across. 
We went to the village where I found 
an American Maryknoll Missionary. He 
supplied me with an old pair of swim- 
ming My guide 
claimed that there was plenty of gold 
in the cenote that Mayans threw there 
when the Spaniards were conquering 
them 400 years ago. I can only speak a 
little Spanish and my guide spoke 
none at all. In town I man 
translate for me, but back at the 
cenote I was lost again. 


caves. 


cenote 


was about 


goggles and_ rope. 


had a 
now 


We tied the rope to some rocks near 
the opening and I started to climb 
down. I don’t know far down I 
was when half of the ceiling gave away 
and the with it. It must have 
been a miracle, because I wasn’t hit by 
any of the falling limestone. I was 
pretty shaken up when I hit the water, 
but aside from just being a little fright- 
ened, I was all right. I started yelling 
like hell for my guide but he didn’t 
answer me. I guess he did the right 
thing by getting off that thin ceiling. 
At first I thought that he might have 
fallen down into the cenote too. 


how 


rope 


After four hours of treading water I 
saw his smiling face looking down at 
me shouting something that I didn’t 
understand. When he went to town to 
get help, nobody would believe his 
story about me being in the cenote. 
Finally he found the Maryknoll Mis- 
sionary and got help to come. While 
down in the cenote after my eyes got 
used to the darkness, I saw several 
ledges and decided to swim to them and 
climb up for a rest. I changed my mind 
in a hurry when I saw several boa con- 
strictors had been living there and also 
a few iguanas too. I didn’t even bother 
looking for the gold that was supposed 
to be down there. All I was interested 
in doing was getting out. 

It took a lot of guts on the part of 
my guide and his helpers, because that 
ceiling could have fallen in again. At 
first I tried to climb up the rope, but 
being so tired, I tied it around my 
chest and let them pull me up. I was 
never so happy to set my feet on solid 
ground as I was then. I decided that 
there are plenty of other cenotes to 
explore that are a lot easier to get into. 
Personally I’d much rather do my diving 
in the clear Carribean. >» 
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Underwater enthusiasts 
have organized clubs in 


every region of the 


country... and now 


By FRANK L. WILTSE 


For a number of months, now, people 
in the Roswell, New Mexico area stop 
to stare and scratch their craniums in 
wide-eyed wonderment, as they behold 
an automobile scooting down the high- 
way, with a white trailer tagging along 
behind it. Not so much that the trailer 
is a carnival attraction, it’s simply the 
bright red letters painted on the sides, 
“NEW MEXICO DESERT DIVERS”. 
What in the world is a ‘Desert Diver’? 
We have been called such things as 
‘Desert Drivers’, ‘De-zurt Divers’, and 
what have you. No, we are not a group 
of cesspool cleaners either. We are a 
brand spanking new group of serious 
minded Scuba divers, smack-dab in the 
middle of the dusty plains of New Mex- 
ixo. Seems strange to most folks to have 
a club like ours, dedicated to under- 
water sport, exploration, salvage, and re- 
covery, headquartered where there seem- 
ingly isn’t enough water to wash your 
feet in. But the old proverb . . . ‘Where 
there’s a will, there’s a way’, is the thing 
we base our success on. 





The comment causing gear cruiser carries all 
of the clubs needs during their sojourn across 
the desert. 
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Desert Diver Jack Locke starts down to the 60 foot level of Lea Lake 
to help raise a sailboat. 


Mother Nature must have had us in 
mind, for she blessed this area with 
many good sized lakes quite close to us 
for our activities. The ‘Desert Divers’ 
are now in the process of exploring 
and mapping the famous “Bottomless 
Lakes”, a series of natural lakes, located 
in the “Bottomless Lakes State Park, 
New Mexico”. The New Mexico State 
Park Commission requested that we do 
this for them. 

These lakes, as the story goes, are bot- 
tomless. Many years ago, all the local 
cowboys tied their lassos together, at- 
tached a heavy stone weight and dropped 
it into Lea Lake, the largest of them 
all, and never did reach the bottom. 
This was a great mystery until modern 
science stepped in with its sonar de- 
vices, radar, and Scuba diving gear. 

These series of lakes are the strangest 
lakes man has yet to see. They are not 
particularly huge in diameter, but their 
depth is an astounding mystery. Sound- 
ing devices have failed to record accu- 
rately the precise depth of the lakes. 
Naturally, like any curious minded 
group of divers, our organization is in 
the middle of exploring the mystery. 
We are seen every week-end heading 
for the lakes, our trailer full of diving 
gear and ourselves full of enthusiasm. 

The floor of Lea Lake is not a flat 
plane, but rather a system of rugged 
muddy ripples, situated on sharp steps, 
or shelves, that drop radically to dark, 
unknown depths. We have attained a 
depth of 120 feet in this eerie place, 
and are progressing deeper as time goes 
on. There are stories of mankilling cur- 
rents in these lakes that run at deep 
levels, of which we can verify their ex- 
istance. Naturally, we are extremely 
cautious, 





We do not restrict ourselves to the 
surrounding lakes only. We have. and 
will continue to explore lakes in other 
sections of our ‘Land of Enchantnent. 
We have found it interesting to explore 
water-filled mine shafts, located in a 
mining territory, high in the mountains 
around Ruidose, New Mexico. 

Not too long ago, we took a trip to 
Balmorhea, Texas and dived in what is 
known as ‘Fanthom Caves’, a series of 
underwater caverns, in the Texas foot 
hills. This was one trip not one of us 
will ever forget. It was beautifully real, 
almost impossible to describe. 

Dear reader, we sincerely hope that 
you do not come to the conclusion that 
we are a group of underwater idiots 
dedicated to killing ourselves. We are 
extremely proud of our new organiza 
tion and we want to keep on being 
proud of it. We never ‘Dive into some 
thing with our eyes closed’, as you may 
be led to believe. Every single move we 
make is well planned before hand. Abso- 
lutely no foolish chances are taken in 
regard to our diving activities. We plan 
our actions and put them into motion 
after much thought and rearranging. 

We cooperate to the best of our abil 
ity with the New Mexico State Police 
in regard to evidence recovery in ou! 
state. We are interested in the activities 
of all other skin diving clubs in ou 
great America and other equally won 
derful free world countries. If you would 
like to establish contact with our club, 
address your letters to New Mexico Des 
ert Divers, 903 W. Mathews Street, Ros 
well, New Mexico. 

We would like to hear from ou! 
brother and sister divers across the n* 
tion, and consider any helpful sug: 
gestions you might have. oa» 
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The sport of Skin Diving needs pub- 
jicity, good publicity. Without it, safety 
programs and favorable criticism and 
egislation are virtually impossible. 
Throughout the past few years the West 
Coast councils and diving clubs have un- 
dertaken extensive publicity programs 
aimed at promoting safe diving to the 
general public. Such programs have 
yeen notably absent in the East, where 
more recently diving has attracted in- 
geased enthusiasm. 

On Sunday, September Ist, Skin Div- 
ing got a major and unexpected boost; 
Philade|phia’s NBC affiliates; WRCV 
and WRCV-TV, organized a mammoth 
Water Safety Carnival featuring an all- 
day program on, in, under, over and 
iong the Schuylkill River in Phila- 
delphias Fairmont Park. With the co- 
peration of the Park Commission, local 
water sports Clubs, local businessmen, 
the Navy, Coast Guard, etc., the events 
f the day drew some 25,000 spectators. 
In addition, several hours of the pro- 
mam were televised, reaching countless 
thousands of famliies more in the Dela- 
ware Valley area. 

The diversified program included the 
Middle States Rowing Regatta under 
the auspices of the Schuylkill Navy, a 
‘Miss Water Safety’’ Contest, a Coast 
Guard Breeches Buoy Rescue, a Balloon 
\sension, a Jet Flyby, a Water Skiing 
Ixhibition, an Aquatic Fashion Show, a 
Navy Fire-fighting Demonstration, a 
Red Cross Mass Rescue, a Coast Guard 
Helicopter Rescue, a Deep Sea Diving 
Demonstration, Speed Boat Races, a 
fireworks Display, and, last but not 
least, a Skin Diving Demonstration. 
WRCV’s Executive Producer for the 
indertaking, Dennis Kane, came to the 
Philadelphia YMCA Depth Chargers 
living club for the diving segment. It 
was felt that since Skin Diving was one 
ithe newest and fastest growing of all 
water sports, and since safety was so 
litally important to it, a major contri- 
bution to the program could be made 
bya local diving club whose very found- 
ig impetus was prompted by the need 
lor instruction in safety. 

Our first participation took the form 
fa brief television interview on Chan- 
nel 3's “Today”. Walt Zajdel and I, re- 
plendant (and dripping wet under the 
lot lights) in complete diving regalia, 
answered Bob Bradley’s questions on 
living, equipment and our part in the 
Carnival. 

On August 30th Dick Zindell and I 
appeared for WRCV Radio on Fred 
Harper’s Informal interview show, “Tell 
Me This.” Dick’s message on safety car- 
ted with it particular conviction and 
impact, since a year ago he had lost his 
tight arm and leg in a homemade com- 
pressor explosion. When Dick warns 
‘gainst homemade equipment people 
listen, and when he further explains 
that he is continuing skin diving, even 
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Joe Cirelly and Al Orth, members of the ‘Depth Chargers"’, 
River for the TV cameras. 


start their trip under the Schuylkill 
Other club members appeared on radio and did salvage work. 









the disinterested grant that the sport 
must have its attraction. So again we 
had a golden opportunity to reach a 
large audience with the message that, 
with instruction, here was a sport to 
rival any in interest. 

The second task of the Depth Charg- 
ers was that of preparation for Sun- 
day’s program. It was decided that five 
pairs of divers (buddy system) would 
swim the width of the river to allow 
the spectators that would crowd 14 mile 
of both shores to see at least one pair 
of divers enter and emerge. 

On Sunday afternoon all five teams 
entered the water at a prearranged sig- 
nal. While 25,000 people ogled for signs 
of the divers, Joe Birkbeck of the Depth 
Chargers and Jim Bonner of WRCV 
gave a background account of diving 
and water safety over the PA system and 
WRCV Radio. Simultaneously, while 
the divers were traversing the 650 feet 
of muddy water, the TV cameras were 
shooting Vince Lee of WRCV-TV and 
myself on the opposite shore, awaiting 
Chester Haven and Press Bingnear. We 
discussed scuba diving in general and 
then carried on a two-way conversation 
with Chester over a new wireless under- 
water communications system, the Aqua- 
vox. This diver-to-diver and diver-to- 


PHILADELPHIA 
WATER SAFETY CARNIVAL 


By DON MANN 





boat-or-shore system has already been in 
use by the Navy, but this was its first 
introduction to the public. Over the 
TV it was even more dramatic hearing 
from a voice at the bottom of the river. 

At other points of the river Al Orth, 
Joe Cirelli, Jack Drain, Jake Stewart, 
Joe Smith and Stan Ski were climbing 
out of the river under the watchful eyes 
of the crowd. At the PA and radio stand 
Joe McGowan and Dick Zindell 
emerged; the crowd and, I’m sure, the 
radio audience were very much sur- 
prised to see that Dick had negotiated 
the 650 ft. underwater swim with only 
one arm and leg. 

Although the end of our part of the 
program, this was not the end of our 
diving for the weekend. One of the hy- 
droplanes sheared off a piece of shore- 
line at 100 mph. and very promptly sank 
during a power boat race later in the 
day. A group of Depth Chargers re- 
turned early the next morning to look 
for, find and retrieve the wreck; and a 
few more friends of Skin Diving were 
made. 

And most important, we may have 
reached at least one person who might 
otherwise have purchased scuba equip- 
ment to use casually without instruc- 
tion. > 
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An overloaded car pulled into Santa 
Barbara and four weary people climbed 
out, rubbing tired tail bones and peer- 
ing through the pre-dawn blackness for 
the other cars belonging to our group. 

It was the beginning of our annual 
Labor Day adventure to warm clear 
water and a “deserted” island. The 
Looney Gooneys’ were Anacapa bound; 
but this year with a difference. For the 
first time our wives were invited to 
rough it with us. It may be fair to say 
that if they were not allowed, the ex- 
pedition wouldn't have passed the plan- 
ning stage. 

Yelping sea lions signified the arrival 
of other Goonys’ and we went out on 
the pier to find our ship, which had 
been arranged for sight unseen. First 
view startled me and shocked my wife, 
who hadbeen expecting something off the 
cover of a yachting magazine. A double- 
ended Monterey type fishing boat squat- 
ted apologetically under a harsh reveal- 
ing light above the pier. Lines dropped, 
rust smothered ail exposed metal, and 
the cleats running up the mast un- 
dcubtedly formed the ends of a tomato 
lug. A small water-logged skiff was tied 
to the stern and it was a toss-up which 
boat was holding up the other. We 
began loading the thirty lung bottles, 
sleeping bags, grub boxes, wine bottles, 
water bags, and diving gear. All below 
deck space was filled and a big mound 
was left on the stern. Finally six wom- 
en, nine men, and one dog filed on 
board and we slipped out of the harbor 
before the sun was up. The “good ship 
lollipop” blundered and wallowed 
through the channel chop and in no 
time everyone was ducking sheets of 
spray. I was enjoying the ride; I took 
my dramamine. Others didn’t. 

My wife Nancy, is the curious type 
and happened to look down through 
the engine room hatch and wondered 





WE PUMPED 
ALL THE WAY 


By CHUCK OVERFELT 





out loud what all the water was doing 
down there. We all looked; water was 
pouring through several seams and the 
pump was gasping and spitting. The skip- 
per grabbed tools and dropped down in- 
to the crowded compartment while we 
hooked up an ancient rusty, and broken 
hand pump. We bent our backs with 
a will but if you slowed down or broke 
rhythm when changing partners, the 
pump had to be taken apart and re- 
primed. It seemed ages before the wa- 
ter level started to drop and the only 
one who remained unconcerned was 
Hans, the dog. He had his head over 
the side and bit at each wave as it came 
by He finally developed a green ex- 
pression and lay down and closed his 
eyes. As the water receded, the pump 
picked up debris which partially 
clogged it and made it more difficult to 
operate. We were all pinched and blis- 
tered when our oil and water-soaked 
skipper made his appearance and an- 
nounced he'd finally fixed the regular 
pump. It seems we were the heaviest 
load, he had and seams that were norm- 
ally high and dry were now under wa 
ter. So were our grub boxes. 
Although the captain had said three, 
it was closer to six hours when we fin- 
aliy reached our destination. With only 





Everything and everyone was stowed nice and shipshape. 


the 12 foot skiff it took quite some time 
te disembark people, belongings, and 
dog. The beach was covered with 
smooth rock about softball size and it 
was quite painful to bare feet. Also for 
Coggy feet for after the first day Hans 
cried when he had to move off a sleep. 
ing bag or blanket. There were four 
old shacks above the beach but we pre- 
ferred sleeping outside under the stars. 

The water was very clear which made 
Stan Butler, Dee Marsh, and _ Julius 
Siddon happy since they all had com 
pleted new underwater cases for their 
Nikons and 16 MM movie camera 

My wife had never been in the ocean 
and had little confidence in her swim- 
ming ability. I put her in a wet shorty 
suit and towed her out on an air mat- 
tress for her first look at the underwater 
world. In no time she forgot her fears 
and had discarded the mattress and 
was paddling energetically about, clias- 
ing fish and asking questions about the 
wonders underneath us. 

That evening around the fire we 
made plans for our night dive. If 
Cousteau could use flares, we could too, 
and Dee would take the movies. We 
were in the water holding the flares 
above our heads while Dee took the 
surface shots. Suddenly we felt things 
bumping us and by the light of the 
flares could see schools of small fish re- 
acting wildly to the strong light. Came 
the signal to dive and our flares fizzled. 
Seems that car flares just won’t do. We 
finally dived with flashlights and = mar- 
veled at the phosphorescence in the 
water and the slow reaction of the fish 
when caught in the light beams. 

Dan Toms brought his outboard mo 
tor and the skipper left his skiff for our 
It could tow five divers with lungs 
to the areas where we wanted to take 
pictures or just look around. We didn't 
spear any fish but did see nice 
sheepshead and quite a number of rays. 
The gals had fun swimming close to 
camp and exploring along the rocky 
shore. I’m sure they picked up a couple 
of hundred pounds of odd-shaped and 
colored pebbles along with a duffel bag 
of sea shells. 


use. 


some 


the afternoon of our 


last day when our boat skipper showed 


It was five in 
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“We pumped all the way'’—Looney Gooney 
Chuck Overfelt bends his back over the bilge 
pump while the others take a rest. 

long and wet 


up and we began the 


tsk of reloading. While we had the 
shuttle service going, the women 
deaned up the beach area, removing 


all trace of our visit and any previous 
visitors. We left all the cans, bottles 
and refuse in the skiff and dumped it 
several miles off shore. 

It was an enjoyable ride back. The 
moon came out bright and the air was 
brisk. We sang and hollered to keep 
warm and had our first look at 
a killer whale when a female surfaced 
not over fifty yards away. The _ boat 
arrived in Santa Barbara at I] P.M. 
By the time everything was taken off 
the boat and packed into cars we were 


close 


bushed. Very tired and dirty, we met 
at the Blue Onion and had dinner. 
Ry common consent we avoided men- 


tioning the 330 mile trip back home. 
I was so tired I don’t recall seeing past 
the hood of the car but you'd be sur- 
prised how many miles you can get to 
the gallon of coffee. 

In my mind the trip proved com- 
pletely successful when my wife said 
she was all ready to go next year. > 
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To the Amateur Athletic Union. 
This is the third year that Competi- 
tive Skin Diving is under AAU’s jurisdic- 
tion. This year the main objectives of 
this Committee were: 1) consolidation 
of gains made in the previous two years; 
2) development of rules for National 
Championships and $) fight—conducted 
with the active assistance of Mr. Dan 
Ferris—against selfish interests in Florida 
opposing Spearfishing and the AAU. 

With respect to item (1) it is a plea- 
sure to report that with the able as- 
sistance of Mr. N. Schiff, Vice Chair- 
man of this Committee and President of 
Empire State Skin Diving Council, the 
situation in New York is now very good. 

Likewise, under the leadership of E. 
Vezzani, Vice Chairman of this Com- 
mittee, and the Georgia Association, 
AAU, Georgia has proven once again 
how our sport can flourish if local skin 
divers and AAU fully cooperate. 

This Spring the AAU was represented 
by the writer at a panel on Spearfishing 
at the Annual Convention of the Izaac 
Walton League of America in Washing- 
ton. The position of AAU that Spear- 
fishing is in no way form or fashion a 
threat to conservation was fully and un- 
equivocally confirmed by two scientific 
reports presented by Marine Biologists 
representing the Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography, La Jolla, California, and 
the University of Miami, Miami, Flor- 
ida. Public relations-wise this is an ex- 
tremely important development. 

With respect to National Rules (Item 
2)—at this writing Mrs. Marie Dessel, 
Pensacola, Florida, Chairman of Nation- 
al Rule Committee, plans to have the 
suggested rules completed for submis- 
sion to the Legislative Committee at the 
1957 Annual AAU Convention. 

As to the Florida situation (Item 3) 
to our great regret we have to report 
that the opposition to skin diving and 
spearfishing from professional and self- 
ish interests has not shown any improve 
ment. 

This opposition centers around two 
more areas. The first is the “Upper Keys 
Conservation Council”, a group con- 
trolled primarily by commercial charter 
boat guides. 

This group has succeeded in making 
permanent a temporary ban on spear- 
fishing in the Upper Keys—through the 
subterfuge of a state law passed as a 
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conservation measure. This was accom- 
plished despite a report of the marine 
biologist of the University of Miami 
fully confirming AAU’s stand that Spear- 
fishing in the Keys cannot possibly harm 
conservation. 

Legal counsel advises that the law is 
unconstitutional. Lack of funds makes 
it difficult to fight it out in courts. 

The second area of opposition to 
AAU centers around the Florida Skin 
Diving Association (FSDA). This Associ- 
ation—largely controlled by professionals 
—is actively undermining AAU in Flor- 
ida, by word of mouth, through profes- 
sional clubs and tournaments, local 
publications, and the like. Despite the 
efforts of your chairman and the Florida 
Association, AAU, these activities are 
increasing. A special AAU-FSDA meet- 
ing is planned for November in Florida 
to resolve this problem and to draw a 
clear line between profesrional spear- 
fishermen and AAU amateurs in Florida. 


The National championships were 
won by past National Champions, the 
Long Beach (California) Neptunes with 
second place going to New York Black- 
fish—also past champions—with a differ- 
ence of less than 1% in the score. These 
teams have shared top honors for the 
last years in championships conducted 
alternately on the East and West coasts. 
These facts show the amazing degree of 
standardization achieved in our Nation- 
al Rules, having largely eliminated the 
elements of luck and familiarity with 
given waters. 

The 1957 U.S. champions have repre- 
sented the United States at the Euro- 
pean Championships in Yugoslavia. 

Because of the difficulties in Florida 
and the lack of cooperation of some 
Florida State Officials, plans are afoot 
to conduct the 1958 National Champion- 
ships in the Bahamas, close to the Flor- 
ida coast—where spearfishing and AAU 
are welcome. 

To summarize, with the exceptions 
stated, 1957 has shown excellent devel- 
opment and Competitive Skin Diving 
once more proved to develop faster than 
any other new sport. Competitive Skin 
Diving is fortunate to have AAU’s back- 
ing and leadership in this development. 

S. A. BIRN 
Chairman 
National Competitive 
Skin Diving Committee 





































“VELLRON" 
TO FAR 
AWAY PLACES 

By Bill Barada 


When Marty Pasos invited my wife 
and I as guests on a trip to San Cle 
mente Island (California) my first reac- 
tion was quite cool. San Clemente is 
at least 50 miles off shore and I had 
visions of a long, tiresome boat ride, 
a few short hours diving, then a longet 
and more tiresome ride home late at 
night. Marty’s 
ments was that a two day 


answer to these com 
trip was 
planned to allow time in the water. 
This sounded fine for me but the vi 
sion of my wife enjoying herself in a 
sleeping bag on the crowded deck left 
me still unenthusiastic. Finally Marty 
got through to me. This was no ordi 
nary skin diving charter with the deck 
cluttered solid by divers and wet diving 
gear. Each of us were to have separate 
bunks and a regular galley would pre 
pare our food. What’s more, men and 
women had separate compartments for 
privacy and we were to go aboard Fri- 
day night and sleep all the way to the 
island. How close to a perfect set-up 
can you get? We couldn't say yes fast 
enough. 

Our boat was the 86 ft. 
“Vellron” 


tions for 32 besides the crew. We went 


sportfisher 
with sleeping accommoda- 
aboard at Seasport Landing in Newport 
about 10:00 P.M. Friday. 

We introduced ourselves to the rest 
of the Party over a few beers then the 
group gradually drifted off to their 
bunks and a comfortable night's sleep. 

I awakened early Saturday morning 
to find the Vellron just ready to drop 
anchor at San Clemente Island. Inter- 
esting from the 
galley and the delicious aroma of fry- 
ing ham and eggs and hot coffee soon 


55 


noises were coming 


emptied the bunks of sleeping divers. 
That breakfast of ham and eggs and 
hash browns started off a perfect div 
ing day. 

We were anchored off a point which 
ended in a long finger of submerged 
reef extending out to a giant rock above 
the surface. With the entire day and 
night ahead of us, the usual sense of 
hurry and urgency were gone. We ac- 
tually took time to help our non-diving 
wives rig fishing poles before entering 
the water. It was a pleasant experience 
to drift leisurely over the bottom with 
the feeling you had all the time in 
the world to enjoy this strange terrain. 

All the time in the water I was con- 


Spacious deck allows ample room for dressing divers while others fish with the rod. 


scious of the throbbing of airplane mo- 
tors roaring overhead. On the surface, 
it seemed that each time I looked up a 
plane was either diving toward me or 
just pulling away. However, since San 
Clemente is a Naval Base I attached no 
significance to these planes until the 
skipper sounded the horn in a signal 
to come aboard. It turned out that the 


spot we had selected for diving was a 
target range and the planes had been 


their wings furiously as a sig 


5 


t 
waggling 
nal for us to get clear. We couldn't 
help thinking what might have hap 
pened if the first pilot had not spotted 
the divers in the water. The ocean 
floor at the base of our rock was cov- 
ered with shell casings, rockets and un- 
exploded shells. The Vellron moved to 
a safer location. 

I wonder sometimes if all skin divers 
are afflicted with one track minds. Our 
objective naturally was lobsters since 
the season only opened that month. We 
did fine on the bugs. With only nine 
divers aboard we landed enough lob 
ster in the two days for everyone to 
take home a limit and several more 
lobsters were boiled and eaten almost 
as fast as they were caught. 

Another interesting part of the dive 
was the friendliness and cooperation of 
the huge sheepshead and bull bass. We 
were taking so many lobsters that the 
fish began following us like a pack of 


dogs. Sometimes they would get so 





The 86 foot Veliron. 











brash that we actually had 
them out of the way. 

I swear one old devil tried to take 
a lobster out of my hands. He got .o 
he would enter every hole right besi«: 


to push 


me and make a pass at the bug at 1 
same time I did. After awhile I began 
to imagine that he was playing bird 
dog and pointing out lobster holes {01 
me to find. When I got to the point 
of following him into ledges and cr 
ices I decided it was time to go aboard 
for some dinner. 

That night we put fish cleanings in 
a sack and dropped it on the botto: 
Later, with underwater lights, we visited 
the area and found so many lobsters 
that the sack was almost covered. It 
was over two hours before we got tired 
of chasing the elusive bugs. 

The next day Bobby Kimes_ was 
shaken by an unusual discovery. He 
was exploring some deep ledges along 
a reef when he suddenly was confront- 
ed by a live torpedo wedged in the 
rocks. Bob reported that he knew the 
explosive in torpedoes turns to nitro 
with age and becomes extremely sensi- 
tive. A jar or bump can set one off 
and he had been aiming his spear gun 
directly at it a few moments before. 

We left the Island at 2:00 P.M. Sun- 
day and docked at Newport just after 
6:00. Some of us took advantage of 
those soft bunks to sleep most of the 
way home. All of us arrived as fresh 
as the night we started. 

The Kirks plan to offer the Vellron 
to skin divers all winter. Open charters 
will be $15.00 per person for the week- 
end. Closed charts are $400.00 for the 
boat. Thirty-two divers can travel com- 
fortably. For details you can reach Jack 
Kirk at 2170 Santa Ana Ave., Costa 
Mesa, Calif. 

Personally I wish Jack and Johnny 
Kirk every success and I plan to make 
a number of trips on the Vellron. May- 
be I'll see you aboard. > 
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CONNETICUT OPEN 
SPEARFISHING MEET 
HELD, GREAT SUCCESS 


By Paul D. 


Robert Strubell of Granby, Conn., a 
member of Hartford’s Associated Skin 
Divers, took first place in the Connec- 
tiut Open spearfishing meet at Watch 
Hill, R.I., on October 20. For Strubell, 
the victorv climaxed a summer in which 
he has picked up virtually all the mar- 
bles among Nutmeg State spearfisher- 
men. Besides the Open championship, 
he also was top man in the Connecti- 
cut Council of Diving Clubs individual 
spearfishing tourneys. 

Second Connecticut 
Open, believed to be the first state-wide, 


place in the 


open spearfishing contest ever to be 
held in the United States, went to Wil- 
liam Daniels of Hartford and_ third 
place went to Dennis Hurley, also of 
Hartford. Fourth place was won by 
Larkin Campbell of Norwich. 

The Connecticut spon- 
sored by the Connecticut Sea Devils 
end Underwater Sports, Inc., of Hart 
ford. Prizes, which valued at 
nearly $500, were donated by manufac 


Open was 


were 


turers in cooperation with Underwater 
Sports. 

There were 64 paid entries who do 
nated $192 to the Camp Fund of the 
Hartford Times by their $3 entry fees. 
Fifty-seven entered the water, includ- 
ing three women, Shirley Johnson and 
Arline Fox of East Hartford, and Doris 
Strubell of Granby, the wife of Open 
champ Bob Strubell. Both Shirley and 
\.S.D. None of 


the women took any fish so there were 


Doris are members of 


no prizes awarded in the women’s di- 
Vision of the tourney. 


Most of the skin diving clubs in the 
state were represented in the Open, and 
many of the independent divers also 
participated. 
members 


Among the clubs whose 


entered were the Hartford 
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Schmanska 





Rocky Bartone, of Underwater Sports, Inc., a 
director of the tournament, briefs the contest- 
ants on the rules. 


Blackfish, Connecticut Underwater Div- 
ing Association, of Bridgeport, Asso- 
ciated Skin Divers, Connecticut Sea 
Devils, Hartford School of Skin Diving, 
Hartford YMCA Gillmen. 

Entries came from towns throughout 
the state, including West Hartford, 
East Hartford, Newington, Wethers- 
field, Portland, Norwich, Rockville, 
Granby, Gales Ferry, Uncasville, Strat- 
ford, Meriden, Milford, Vernon, Souith- 
ington, Plainville, Windsor Locks, 
Wilson, Broad Brook, Manchester and 
tridgeport. 

\ crowd of about 200 watched the 
Open with the 
50° and the 
warmer, 


air temperature about 
water seven degrees 
occurred, but it 
had a happy ending which proved again 


Only one accident 


the importance of safety devices. 

Jerry Dugal of the A.S.D.. suffcred 
scvere leg cramps during the meet, but 
inflated his Mae West and was brought 
to safety by the standby boat. 

Judges for the meet were Dr. Howard 
Moses of the Medical Research Labora 
tory at the U.S. Navy Submarine Base 
in New London; Joseph Mulholland, a 
Rhode Island 
Spearfishing Council and Richard My- 


representative of the 


ers of the Worcester Frogmen, presicent 
or the Northeast Skin Diving Council. 

Tournament directors Rocco Bartone 
ot the Connecticut Sea Devils and Wil- 
liams Underwater 


Jacobs of Sports, 


Loth came down with Flu the night 
Lefore the meet and retired to their 
respective beds of pain as soon as the 
micet was successfully under way. 

First prize in the meet was a Dacor 
lung. Other prizes, in order, were a 
Healthways Scuba unit, a Penguin wet 


suit kit, and a Sea Pearl watch. >» 





Will Jacobs makes an announcement to the spectators and divers’ families. Mrs. Bob Strubell, 
wife of the first place winner, is in the foreground. Photos by Jim Jacobs. 
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Proud spearfishermen (I-r) are Bev 
Morgan, Bob Kulek, Bob Meistrell 
and Bill Meistrell. The White Sea 
Bass weigh 51%, 47, 44 and 40 
pounds, they were all landed at 
Catalina Island, California. 


After 
Black Sea Bass that ran in 
tember, “Big Fish in the Back Yard”’) 


the 
(Sep- 


our big adventure with 


SD 


we had of the monsters mounted 
and then hung in our shop. The fish 
on the wall always receives a few com- 
ments from the diving customers and 
one of them quipped, “That looks 
great, can you spear the White Sea 
Bass, too . . . or does he swim too fast 
for you?” 

Such a slam hit me like a flying brick 
and | back with, “We'll get 
one next week, I hear they are run- 
ning out there now.” 


one 


bounced 


My positive at- 
titude floored the friend and we quickly 
the best of his weakened condi- 
tion by making a profitable sale of some 
shining new diving equipment. 


made 


WHITE SEA BASS RUD 




















In spite of our good fortune with the 
“big ones” we still had not seen the 
sought after White Sea Bass. Their 
meat is the most delicious of all fish 
and we had not speared any in the past. 
With these two facts pushing us, the 
third factor threw us into action once 
again. The third factor was my hap- 
hazard boast to the friend in the shop. 

It was a month since our foggy trip 
fo. the “Blacks”, but judging by the 
weather it could have been a year. A 
terrific heat wave was making shore life 
u: bearable. 

Once again I threw my pack and 
speargun into the boat. It was six a.m., 
but the temperature was already above 
eighty. We met Bob Kulek at our 
Dive N’Surf store, Bob Meistrell loaded 


Zilina 


By BEV MORGAN 


se a 
& 


*y) np Ye 


his gear in the other boat as he was 
riding with Kulek. Bill Meistrell and I 
followed them up the winding roads 
through Palos Verdes to Marineland of 
the Pacific where they have an excellent 
hoist and small boat facilities and put 
the two boats in the water. Catalina 
was clearly visible, some 22 miles <lis- 
tant. On this trip I had brought com- 
plete movie and still camera equipment, 


_ 


so as we left the pier I began to shoot 
the activities of the day. 

The 
large blue sharks were seen during the 


water was smooth and several 


crossing. I leaned over the bow of our 
boat looking into the depths of the 
clear, blue water. Occasionally a yellow- 
tail or jellyfish could be 


seen dcewn 
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FLIPPER = sreiuar 


HAVE WE A GOLD MINE!!! THERE 
MUSTA BEEN AT LEAST A MILLION 
ABALONES BACK THERE.... 




















ALRIGHT FLIPPER YOU CAN 
COME OUT NOW...| KNOW 
YER DOWN THERE 




































WAIT A MINUTE...LOOKS LIKE 


YEA...1T NEVER 
THE LAW UP FRONT. . IL , 


FAILS 
oO) 


/ 
) 








- 





| 








TRY AND STALL 'EM..../LL 


BE RIGHT! 








— 
















YER NOT SNEAKIN' IN WITH 
THEM EXTRA ABALONES THIS 
TIME... | GOT CHA DEAD TA 
a 

















deep, and the mola-mola (sun fish) laid 
near the surface in great numbers. Oc- 
sionally flying fish would be fright- 
ened by the boats and take flight, glid- 
ing through the air, the bright sun 
glistening on their wings. 

As we neared the Island Bob yelied 
from the other boat, “Porpoise!” point- 
ing ahead. A great school of the animals 
were passing in front of us, jumping 
high into the air at intervals. Several 
took up swimming in front of our bow, 
and I scrambled for the camera. The 
porpoise obliged me by jumping next 
to the boat,performing acrobatics, and 
racing under the bow. We soon tired 
of playing with them and headed for 
Ship Rock. 

The Rock stands at the outside of 
Isthmus Harbor. It is perhaps 50 fet. 
high and the underwater landscape drops 
off vertically to several hundred feet. 
The schools of White Sea Bass frequent 
the Rock all through the day to feed 
on the bait that collects there. However, 
the Whites stay down at the 50 to 80 
foot mark, making spearfishing a little 
more difficult. The diver must be fresh 
to skin dive to these depths so we chose 
this as the first diving site. 

The water was clear, and the bait was 
thick. The four of us began deep dives 
% soon as we could adjust our breath- 
ing and relax to stretch our our lungs- 
ful of air, The swim down is easy, but 
the surface is a long way up without 
breathing apparatus. We do not use 
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scuba when spearfishing, conforming to 
tradition and good sportsmanship. I 
do not say that all spearfishing should 
be done without apparatus, but certain 
species here on the California Coast 
should be taken with no apparatus, and 
the Sea Bass is one of them. 

Bill finally got into a school at 50 feet 
and speared one. I grabbed the under- 
water camera to record the landing. No 
one else had the occasion to get into 
range there, so we ran the boats to the 
Island _ itself. Kulek and Bob each 
speared a White and it looked as if I 
was going to be out of luck. 

We ran to Avalon for gas and lunch. 
The heat had driven half of the Los 
Angeles population to the beach here, 
or so it seemed. There were people 
everywhere, swimming, diving, and wa- 
ter skiing. We quietly slipped out of the 
harbor and headed up the Catalina 
Coast. At a good looking kelp bed we 
anchored and entered the water. Kulek 
hooped and hollered, he had speared 
another White. I was feeling like the 
black sheep, not having my first fish 
yet. Then, as I passed over a bunch of 
kelp, I saw two large White Sea Bass 
swimming toward me, not over 15 feet 
deep! I slowly submerged next to a kelp 
stalk trying to pick one of the fish for 
a target, but which one? One turned 
slightly to one side to swim around the 
kelp which I was using for cover. 

I held the gun out, stiff-armed, and 
sighted down the shaft. It was going to 





me | 
= WHY OFFICER! IS THAT ANY- 
{> of, , WAY TO TALK TO ALADY? 











be a long shot . . . The shaft slid out 
of the gun and toward the fish, it had 
almost reached the end of the retrieving 
line, and was beginning to drop. Had 
I misjudged? Thump! The powerhead 
indicated contact. The fish quickly burst 
into motion. There was twenty feet of 
line between me and the fish. I fought 
to the surface, the fish pulling me down 
again, then back to the surface for a 
quick breath. 

I was hoping he would head into the 
kelp and tangle up, but he ran for 
deeper water. The pull was almost 
straight down now, and I was getting 
worried about the dart holding. I turned 
the gun to allow the emergency “break- 
away” line to spill out. After twenty 
minutes or so the fish tired and I 
brought him to the surface. He was a 
good sized one, and I was very happy 
to have landed my first White Sea Bass. 

I pushed the fish through the water 
to the boat and Bill helped me deposit 
the catch on the deck. The other boat 
pulled over to ours for a look and sud- 
denly the razzing that I had been re- 
ceiving all day stopped . . . my fish was 
the largest of the five speared for the 
day. The entire day had been full of 
ear-burning comments for me from the 
other fellows, now a few words of praise 
drifted my way. 

The big White Sea Bass is now being 
mounted and will also adorn our wall 
at the shop for all to see, including my 
doubting friend. >» 
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a. 


1, Instructor Lieutenant R. J. Fay and Navy trainee pre- 2. Everybody in? Expression on Torpedoman's 
pare to enter torpedo tube — the first step in the clearly indicates he doesn't envy the team. 

mine-laying mission. Navy picks men of the proper cal- 

ibre for this schooling since they must fit the tube. 


HUMAN 


3. Torpedoman closes breech and prepares to send human torpedos on their way. Water and air must be han- 
died in exact proportions or divers will be instantly killed. 


OU ae eS 
e ‘<hr 4 ee 
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4, Coming out, tanks are shoved ahead of the divers; 5. Following a compass course without breaking sur- 
then harnessed on again for action. Procedure looks face, team heads for practice target. This part of 
much easier than it actually is. the maneuver is probably the most enjoyable. 


TORPEDOS 


6. Team reaches target and attach- 

es a limped-mine to the ‘‘enemy” 
ship. Note 2-way radio on the diver 
facing the camera. 


PHOTOS: JORDAN KLEIN 


7. Home again—through the tubes. 

Everyone (including the Torpe- 
doman) can now relax .. . until next 
time. 
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the fish to smile. 





Photograph taken aboard the charter boat ‘‘Lilac’’ out of Rockport 
Harbor, Mass. The divers are displaying souvenirs taken off the 
sunken wreck ‘‘Chelsea'’, an oil tanker that took the big dive off 
Loblolly Light. Divers are (I-r) Jerry Comeau, Dante Tuccero, George 
Clements and Ronald Clements. 


ae LAPT. STARNS INLET PIER 
te. [hl] | Sd see - 





Members of the South Jersey Divers club gather around their catch of flounder and black fish 
speared on the wreck of the “‘Darene", located about seven miles off Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
The largest flounder weighed 12 pounds and the biggest blackfish was 11 pounds. Pictured 
are Frank Deebold, Edgar Herbert, Captains Goody and Applegate and Bill Conover. 
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45 pound Striped Bass speared by Hector Martin of Hartford, Cenn. 
The fish was caught off Fisher's Island, New York, on October 7, 
Hector used a four strand Arbalete. Above Rocco Bartone of Under- 
water Sports, Inc. holds the tail of the catch while Martin persuades 





40 pound Striped Bass from the waters of 
Montauk Point, L. |., New York, speared by 
diver Frank Kabelka who hails from Brooklyn. 
This species of gamefish is rarely caught by 
spearfishermen and is considered quite a prize. 





* ‘ : ee Son, Oe Ny 


harvey Leonard, of Harvey's Sporting Goods in 
Brooklyn, also got in on the act of spearing 
Striped Bass at Montauk Point. Harvey landed 
his 32 pounder unassisted and only a few 
minutes after entering the water. 
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MEN, 
MICE 


and 


BIG “BLUES” 
By DAVE FORDHAM 


Recently I accompanied four of our 
eighteen year old members intent on 
denuding the entire West Coast of 
South Australia of fish. The 500 odd 
mile trip was completed in 28 hours’ 
driving—just about the longest time 
since the bullock teams traveled the 
route. This was partially due to the 
fact that my junior colleagues omitted 
to securely fasten the gear to their car 
and proceeded to litter a hundred or so 
miles of roadway with their CO2 cylin- 
ders, food and clothing. Also a prevail- 
ing tendency to deviate flat-out through 
virgin scrub after any game that hopped, 
walked, flew or ran, didn’t help the 
average any. The fact that these breaks 
allowed me to catch up in my some- 
what ancient Morris should perhaps go 
unsaid. Anyway, we finally arrived at 
Streaky Bay with the kero stove, petrol, 
water cans and us, fractured. The last 
$00 miles of dirt road had been churned 
by heavy transports for mile after mile 
into holes and ruts full of bull dust the 
consistency of talcum powder, which 
may have been good for preserving 
rubber suits but sure didn’t breathe or 
taste too well. 

The ideal spearing territory for the 
Blue Groper which were to be the chief 
target, was the rocky headland with 
white water and offshore reefs. This 
ideal territory was inevitably at the base 
of 200 foot cliffs (my lung stayed in the 
car) that the boys—Bob, Trevor, John 
and Leon descended with a rapidity 
that put mountain goats to shame while 
this goat clambered laboriously down, 
wishing for the wings of an angel and 
€xpecting any moment to get them. 

The large “blue” is a majectic fish, 
very powerful for its size and varying in 
color from a light green in the 20 
peund class to a midnight blue around 
70 pounds. As their CO2 guns had been 
damaged in transit the boys were re- 
duced to using their double rubber 
guns and found that beyond 35 pounds 
either they or their guns didn’t have 
sufficient steam—the triple overlap of 
the thick scales effectively preventing 
penetration of the fish. Inexperience of 
large fish led to an initial tendency to 
fire whilst the range was still too great, 
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Me 


John and Trevor scampered down the 


instead of doing a “bust” on the bottom 
until the fish came up to investigate. 
On the first few days several groper in 
the 60 pound class were lost after a 
short and hectic tow. These fish were 
often encountered later (well out of 
spearing range) feeding contentedly, un- 
caring of their wounds. Though the 
majority of the day was spent search- 
ing for large groper the “meal” swim 
would unfailingly result in a catch of 
trevally, dusky and banded morwong, 
small groper up to 20 pounds and vari- 
ous reef fish, so that between 100 and 
200 pounds of pan fish were taken to 
the nearest town’s camping area and 
distributed each night. 

The quantity of fish was amazing, in 
one tidal pool of an acre or so in area, 


Bob, John, Trevor and Leon. 
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cliff and are off for the evening meal. 


some 25 species of spearable fish were 
counted, a school of trevally covering 
the bed in a silver carpet, salmon, gar, 
suook and barracuda cruised around the 
surface whilst the many reef fish curved 
over the rock through the kelp and 
weed. 

Solely due to the fact that the lads 
ran out of dry pullovers I did manage 
to get into the water alone about 7 p.m. 
one evening and clobbered our largest 
blue, a 67 pounder with the CO2 cap- 
sule gun—and hauling and lugging that 
weight of slimy fish up the cliff cured 
any tendency to have a pop at anything 
as big when fishing below high cliffs. 
Such fun too after struggling up to the 
top of the cliff and reverently placing 
the CO2 gun on the last ledge only to 
see the damn thing slide off and clatter 
down to the bottom as happened one 
day. 

Abalones carpeted the bottom rocks 
in many areas and we collected a few 
armfuls of two different species—maybe 
cur culinary abilities are poor but after 
trimming several specimens till we had 
lumps of meat the shape, consistency 
(and taste) of raw potato and trying to 
bash the lump between two rocks, subse- 
quently picking the slippery mess out 
of the sand we settled for taking the 
shells home. 

In many areas the bottom consisted 
of broken limestone reef harboring the 


(Continued on Page 35) 
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BETHLEHEM, 
football 
thusiastic 


PA.—Rip Engle, Penn State 
coach, admits to an active and en- 
interest in skin diving. 


CATALINA ISLAND, CALIF.—Pat O’Malley 


got a 50-pound green turtle off Catalina, a 
sight rarely seen in this area. Marine biolo 
gists say it is part of an unusual run of 
sea life visiting our shores because of un- 
usually warm water. 

MANSFIELD, OHIO—For the first time in 


its history and as a part of its life saving 
course, The Red Cross chapter is offering skin 
diving instruction under the direction of Ever- 


ett Miller. 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS 
Lions, Secretary, Muriel Comeau, husband 
George and family, took a summer vacation 
skin diving in Florida, They liked it so much 
they decided to stay and make their home at 
Riveria Beach. 


Massachusetts Sea 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.—-It is reported that 
Floyd Simmons, on location in Kauai 
for his role as Lt. Cmdr. Harbison in “South 
Pacific” has become an avid skin diver. 


actor 


ROME, ITALY—Italian skin divers have dis- 
covered a vast deposit of ancient Roman jars 
sixty feet under water off Sardinia. The jars 
are believed to be mementos of a shipwreck 
2,000 


years ago. 


SOUTH HADLEY FALLS, MASS Pat 
Baldasaro, Dick Shilling, Al Cote, Terry 
Small and Paul Dower, members of the West- 
ern Massachusetts Underwater Recovery 
Team, recovered the body of Hugh Mair from 
Lake George, New York. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF.—The Los An- 
geles County Department of Parks & Recre- 
ation and The University of California, jointly 
have edited a new color-sound movie en- 
titled “Introduction to Skin Diving’. After 
more than a year’s shooting, this film is be- 
lieved to be the most informative and com 
plete training film of its kind. 
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News from around 
the globe compiled and 
edited in Skin Diver offices. 


Local diving news from readers welcomed. 


FT. WAYNE, IND.—Three skin divers re- 
covered the body of a four year old child 
from Big Cedar Lake, after the boy had fallen 
from a boat. The divers recovering the body 
were State Trooper William Shockley, Dewitt 
Phillips and Larry Kramer of Columbia City. 


OTTAWA, CANADA—The City Police 
Department recently organized a new Urder 
water Search and Recovery uit. Members 


of the squad are made up of regular officers 
who have volunteered for the special duty. 
It is expected that the unit will be ready for 
operation early next year. Then, a_ trained 
diver will be on duty 24 hours a day to be 
called on at drownings, accidents involving 
vehicles in the water and to search for stolen 
property thrown in rivers or lakes. 


MIOGA, N. DAKOTA—Skin diving is 
for the year in the Garrison 
of Tioga. And well it might 
is getting downright chilly. 

however, was a 


over 
reservoir south 
be. That water 
This skin diving, 
necessity, not a sport. It was 
done during summer months by two oilmen in 
order to turn the valves off and on at a pro 


ducing oil well drilled in the middle of the 
Garrison reservoir. 
AMHERST, MASS.—A new use of skin 


diver’s outfit was discovered by Howard At- 
kins. Mr. Atkins uses his skin diver’s gear 
when entering his storeroom for apples. The 
storeroom contains a high content of carbon 
dioxide and although this atmosphere may be 
good for storing apples, it’s not the best way 
to preserve human lungs. 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.—The world famous 
woman skin diver, Zale Parry makes her 
debut in “Underwater Warrior’. Be- 
sides acting in the picture, young, beautiful 
and shapely Zale has plenty of opportunity 
to exhibit her underwater skill. Zale won her 
fame in 1954 by diving to a depth of 209 
feet near Catalina Island. 


movie 


VICTORIA, B.C Victoria’s needy citizens 
will benefit from a fishing expedition by mem- 
bers of Victoria’s Skin Divers Club. Wearing 
full frogmen equipment, the divers fished off 
the Ogden Point breakwater for fish to be 
qguick-frozen and kept in cold storage for a 
Surplus Food Stall for the needy. 


POMPANO BEACH, FLA. 
ed anchor was brought to the surface off 
Pompano Beach by Charles Link with the 
help of Norman McClure and Gill Brown. 
Ihe relic was salvaged through the use of oil 
drums. 


A coral encrust- 


LONGPORT, N. J.—State police skin divers 
located the body of Dr. Baxter H. Timber- 
lake of Ventnor after his car plunged into the 
30-foot deep water of Risley’s Channel. 


SEATTLE, WASH.—The Northwest Under- 
water Research "Group has been formed by 
35 skin divers of the Seattle area. Goal of 
the group is to collect data on the bottom 
terrain and life cycle of creatures in waters 
of this region, as well as sponsor spearfishing 
and other recreational activities. President of 
the new group is Don Tait, former secretary 
of the Australian federation numbering |,200 
divers. Louis Whittaker is vice president, By- 
ron Dickinson secretary-treasurer and James 
Whittaker is field officer. 


GERALDTON, AUSTRALIA—Divers Robert 
Craine and Gordon Hancock were recently 
engaged to take samples of sand from the 


sea bed off-shore from a mineral lease. The 
result of the underwater sampling may be 
the deciding factor as to whether the sand 
will be worked for minerals, 

LAGUNA BEACH, CALIF.—Two young 
skin divers aided in salvaging a 45-foot 


cabin cruiser that had smashed into the rocks 
of Three Arch Bay in heavy fog. Terry Van- 
der Velde and Jim Young went down into 
the wrecked hull cramming every available 
space with automobile inner tubes so_ that 
when the cruiser was pulled off by a tug, tt 
managed to stay afloat. 


MOINDOU, NEW CALEDONIA—A three 
man team from this New Caledonian town 


won a recent skin diving fishing competition. 
They caught 44 fish for a total weight of 
about 750 pounds. The winner of the indi- 
vidual prize for the heaviest capture caught 
a tortoise weighing 130 pounds. 
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LONDON, ENGLAND—British scientists are 
planning an underwater hunt for an “abomin- 
able seaman” deep on the floor of the At- 
lantic. Having found huge mysterious foot- 
prints on the ocean bed, Dr. Anthony Lough- 
ton, Oceanographer, stated that something 
must be down there to make the tracks and 
they intend to find out what it is. 


FT. WORTH, TEXAS—Members of the In- 
land Divers Assn. Inc., recovered the body 
of 17 year old Loren Ray Langston from the 
depths of Lake Waxahachie. Local rescue 
units grappled for young Langston’s body for 
several hours before calling the Fort Worth 
divers. Driving from Fort Worth to Lake 
Waxuhachie a distance of 30 miles, organ- 
izing divers in search patterns and thus find- 
ing the body took only one hour 20 minutes. 


RIO DE JANEIRO, BRASIL Ihe next 
Brasilian Championship, organized by the 
Brasilian Association for Skin Divers will be 
held in February, 1958 in Angra dos Reis. 
The 1957 Championship was made under bad 
and rough sea with no exceptional results. 
In 1956, however, 9000 Ibs. of fish was brought 
in including shark and groupers up to 500 Ibs 


DE! ROIT, MICH. Ihe mystery of the 
missing statue of author John Burroughs was 
cleared up when skin divers found it in the 
Rovge River near the Fairline estate of the 
late Henry Ford. The heavy bronze likeness, 
valued at about $20,000 apparently had been 
rolled from its pedestal at Fairline by would 
be thieves who were unable to remove it. 


BAKERSFIELD, CALIF. Taking part in 
a unique gold-dredging experiment were Tom 
Donnelly and Jim Parker. A newly invented 
machine to vacuum river beds in search of 
precious metals was used by the divers. 


GROSS POINT, MICH A one-day exposi 
tion at the Michigan State Fair turned into a 
five day demonstration for a northeast 
skin diving club. ‘The Neptune Prowlers, 
sponsored by the Northeastern YMCA, pre 
sented a show in co-operation with the Navy 
froumen that stressed the techniques of safety 
measures of skin diving 


area 


BRANFORD, ON! CANADA—Frogmen 
Ernie Vansickle and Mike DeBonville of 
Branford and Don Dopp of Woodstock spent 
seven man hours of diving in the search and 
recovering of the body of Francis Pilkey from 
the Grand River above the Lorne Bridge. 


FT. LAUDERDALE, FLA.—Two skin div 
ers, Dan Williams and John Craft are $100.00 
richer for their find of a live torpedo less 
than a mile offshore from Ft. Lauderdale. 
That's what Uncle Sam will pay for any live 
torpedo which you chance upon while explor 
ing the ocean floor! 


QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA—The Queens- 
land Commonwealth Government is atiempt 
ing to import 200 Japanese divers to exploit 
the rich pearl shell beds in deep water in 
which the native divers cannot work. The 
Japanese divers, if imported, would also be 
used to train native divers in deep-water work. 


NEW YORK, N.Y.—A tip for you girls who 
find it difficult to keep your figures trim 
comes from The Marquise de Polignac who 
celebrated her 76th birthday by taking up 
skin diving. 


PERNAMBUCO, BRASIL—One skin diver 
was lost at the local Skin Diving Champion- 
Ship of Recife. Still with his loaded gun in 
hand, the body was found after some search. 
Examination proved the diver died of a heart 
attack. 
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ALBANY, N. Y.—Skin divers exploring the 
bottom of Lake George in search of “treasure 
for pleasure’, discovered remnants of a 
plane wreckage and a wallet containing $53.00, 
lost last August. The divers Carleton Dunn of 
Gien Falls and Pat Baldasaro of Westfield, 
Mass. recovered a set of pilot’s earphones and 
pieces of metal believed to be part of the 
engine housing of a light plane that crashed 
in 1947 killing two persons. 





LONDON, ENGLAND —James Aldridge, 
Australian born author, journalist and under- 
water photographer, after a year’s waiting 
finally obtained permission from Russia for a 
two-month expedition of the ancient Greek 
city buried beneath the Black Sea. Aldridge 
stated he found one of the lost buildings, but 
the rest seemed to be hidden in the mud. 
He believes the Russians will attempt to suck 
away the mud to expose the whole city. 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA—Navy frogmen are 
searching for an unexploded mine off the en- 
trance to Broken Bay. Two fishermen spotted 
the object off Box Head, the northern head- 
land of Broken Bay. They reported that the 
object was about six feet round and was float- 
ing about a foot below the surface of the 
water. 


MARQUETTE, MICH.—Skin divers and 
Coast Guard dragging teams pulled up the 
fuselage of the plane in which six members 
of a Michigan family lost their lives when it 
crashed in Lake Superior. Also recovered was 
the radio and part of a landing gear. Two 
of the bodies were recovered by divers be- 
fore the search for the remaining members 


of the family was abandoned. 


DALLAS, PENNA.—Harveys Lake Skin 
Divers found the body of a four year old 
boy who was drowned at Lake Silkworth. 
Forming a circle with a weighted rope at the 
where the child went down in thirty 
water, Malcolm Lewis, William Hob- 
lak and George Beline, dived repeatedly. Lewis 
brought up the body. 


GUATEMALA CITY, GUATEMALA—An 
unusual course is offered each summer at 
San Carlos University by Dr. Stephan R. 
Borhegyi. “Aqualung archeology” by students 
diving for archeological material in’ Lake 
Amatitlan, located near San Carlos University 
have netted in several finds such as vessels, 
burners and pottery. Dr. Borhegyi 
stated that some of the objects found date 
back over 2,000 years. 


place 
feet of 


mcense 


HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA — James Jones, 
author of “From Here To Eternity” is pre- 
paring an article of his skin diving exploits. 
Jones’ teacher of underwater techniques was 
Ed Townsend, head of Aqua Divers, Inc. 


LA JOLLA, CALIF.—Bobby Jones of Escon- 
dido, California, was injured recently while 
skin diving off the La Jolla Cove when an 
outboard cabin cruiser ran him down about 
100 yards off shore. The boat struck the 
compressed air tank on Jones’ back and 
flipped him over into the propellers. He suf- 
fered lacerations and bruises of the shoulder, 
arm, chest, chin, face and tongue. The fact 
that the propellers struck the metal cylinder 
and not Jones’ body probably saved his life. 
Equally important was the fact that he was 
wearing a new heavy-duty type rubber div- 
ing suit which undoubtedly prevented him 
from being more seriously injured. 


LITHGOW, AUSTRALIA—Two skin divers, 
David Landor of Edgecliffe and Dick O’Brien 
of Sydney, were used to investigate and assess 
water supply equipment damage of the upper 
Farmer’s Creek Dam. Broken pipes had 


dropped into the silt at the bottom of the 
dam 75 feet from the surface and the only 
way to accurately assess the damage was by 
diving to the bottom. 





PHOENIX, ARIZONA—Chief of Police, 
Charles P. Thomas has called for a squad 
of skin divers. The water search and rescue 
squad will be made up of volunteers who 
are strong swimmers and divers, under the 
direction of Capt. Don Rust, commander of 
the uniformed patrol. The need for such a 
squad was recognized during a recent search 
for two youngsters feared to have drowned 
in the Grand Canal. 

CHICAGO, ILL.—Members of the Illinois 
Council of Skin and Scuba Divers performed 
in skin diving demonstrations at the Leisure 
Time Show. The divers using a 40 by 40 foot 
canvas tank eight feet high demonstrated vari- 
ous underwater diving techniques. 


DOVER, ENGLAND—Alister Simpson of 
London is making some one-man experiments 
on survival at sea. Mr. Simpson stated that 
thousands of people die every year from ex- 
posure unnecessarily. So, towing a small rub- 
ber dingy holding supplies, Mr. Simpson spent 
the night alone in the English Channel. 


OAKLAND, CALIF.—Skin diving instruc 
tion is being offered at a coed class at the 
Oakland YMCA pool, under the direction of 
William Gault, Captain of Sheriff H. P. 
Gleason’s Underwater Rescue Unit. The class 
is limited to 20 swimmers and there is an 
age limit of 16 years and older. 


SAVANNAH, GA.—The world-renowned old 
S.S. Savannah which sank off the New York 
coast 135 years ago after being severely 
pounded by a gale, may soon be brought to 
the surface. Its final resting place, which has 
long remained a mystery was recently de 
termined by the Navy Uydrographic Office 
in Washington, D.C. The Savannah is believed 
to be laying under 20 feet of water off Fire 
Island, 10 miles west of Moriches Inlet. 


PHILADELPHIA, PENNA.—Skin diving en- 
thusiasts have contributed to the revival of 
a craze for rare and beautiful sea shells. The 
tide of interest in shells has been swelling 
for about 20 years, according to Dr. R. 
Tucker Abbott of the Philadelphia Academy 
of Natural Sciences. Lending to the interest 
were deep-sea bathysphere exploits by William 
Beebe and popular books on the sea by Rach- 
el Carson and others 


MIAMI, FLORIDA—TAN Airlines (Trans- 
portes Aeros Nacionales) which serves Central 
and South America from Miami, has an 
nounced plans to develop Ambergris Key, a 
tropical island some 50 miles north of Belize. 
The island will be laid out in such a way as 
to prove of special interest to skin divers and 
other marine enthusiasts. The crystal clear 
vaters and the great variety of fish provide 
an ideal site for such activities. Among re 
cent discoveries in surrounding waters, were 
several cannon balls, pieces of pottery and 
a huge, well-preserved anchor. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. Three skin 
divers were fascinated when they surfaced 
and peered through their masks out at Ocean 
Beach. First, there was a helicopter thrashing 
around right over their Then there 
was a Coast Guard Cutter knifing directly 
at them. Then there was a fellow on horse- 
back in a crowd on the beach and waving his 
arms. Finally it all got through to the aston- 
ished divers. They were the object of a frantic 
rescue effort by land, sea and air. They swam 
the 50 yards to shore, feeling a little foolish 
as they flapped out of the water in their fins 
and frog suits. The three divers said they 
didn’t know it was illegal to swim at Ocean 
Beach. 

NEW YORK, N.Y.—Skin diver builds a better 
lobster trap. At least, Garret E. Major claims 
his design doubles the catch in experiments. 
It looks like a cave, reputedly more alluring 
to lobsters than standard commercial types of 
lath and netting. Other skin divers concur, 
based on underwater observation off New 
England. 


heads. 
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GRAVEYARD OF 
THE ATLANTIC 
OFFERS FISH, WRECKS 


By CECIL MORRIS 


Here on the North Carolina coast is 
offered some of the finest fishing and 
skin diving on the eastern seaboard. I 
had the opportunity to do my first div 
ing while a member of the Navy, sta- 
tioned in the Pacific. That was in 1947. 
After arriving home finding it 
rather dull for the first few months, I 
decided to do a little fishing. Much to 
my surprise I found not only good fish- 
ing, but the day that I went was one 
a person dreams about as far as weath- 
er and water conditions were concerned. 


and 


Anchored near one of the many rock 
jetties that dot our coast I noticed how 
clear the water was. My next trip was 
one of anticipation, for I knew that 
here on the North Carolina coast a 
week-end diver could pursue his favor- 
ite hobby to his heart’s desire. After 
that day the bug really bit. Since then 
all my spare time and vacations have 
been spent off our famous “Outer 
Banks.” As time went by I found even 
better places to dive. There are many 
coral and rock formations that lie just 
off our coast. One of the largest lies 
just off from Morehead City, N.C. and 
extends down close to the South Caro 
lina State Line. Others dot the 
from Virginia to South Carolina. 

This 


coast 


coast is sometimes referred to 





Tarheel spearfishermen always have an excellent catch of flounder 
and other edible fish on their clear days. Wreck hunting holds their 
interest most of the year. 
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propriately named, for during World 
War I and II there were between fifty 
and seventy-five ships sunk here accord- 
ing to a book written by David Stick, 
called the Graveyard of the Atlantic. 
We of the Dolphin Divers, New Bern’s 
only skin diving club, recently visited 
one of the wrecks off our coast. The 
water was very clear, visibility was about 
seventy feet. Although we hunted for 
quite a while we didn’t find the ship. 
During 1955 we had five bad hurricanes 
and some of the buoys that marked the 
ships drifted a few hundred yards from 
them. Everyone had a fine time for it 
was their first chance to really do some 
deep diving. I have seen some fish that 
were shot at one of the wrecks and they 
would have made any diver’s day com- 
plete. 

The variety of fish that can be taken 
are many. I think that this past season 
has been one of the best that we have 
ever had. The water has been the clear- 
est and weather conditions have 
ideal. Winter diving has not reached 
as high a level here as it has in other 
states. Last winter I was only able to 
take four trips. The water temp. was 
an average 40 deg. Of course a rubber 
suit was a necessity. I have had reports 
on other club activities along the east- 
ern coast and we feel that N.C. is the 
best from Massachusetts to Florida. 

Looking at a map of the U.S. one 
may find that North Carolina, Mass., 
and Florida are the three states that 
have a coast line protruding out into 
the Atlantic Ocean. Cape Hatteras and 
Cape Lookout were the traps for un- 
wary ships that came too close to their 
treacherous shoals. Many ships rest upon 


been 


stocking over the fireplace for their Christmas goodies . 
sock has been replaced by masks and fins. The swimming accessories 
are more attractive and decorative than the stockings also. Skin Diver 


as the Graveyard of the Atlantic. Ap- 


the bottom off the Tarheel shores. 

Exploration of more of these wrecks 
is planned by our club for next year. 
Many stories have been written about 
sharks and barracudas. Both are fre. 
quent visitors to our shores. I have 
seen many, ranging from small sand 
sharks to hammerheads. Killing one of 
these can be quite an undertaking. The 
only report of a person getting bitten 
by one of these large fish happened this 
year in July. This was the only fatality 
reported in over twenty years. The man 
died before reaching a hospital. He 
excellent swimmer and _ took 
these swims daily off one of our iany 
beaches. No skin diver has ever een 
attacked, although I expect that © lot 
of us have been frightened at one time 
or another. 


was an 


We of New Bern most frequent ¢ ape 
Lookout, from there it is but a 
distance to good diving. A boat can be 
rented at any town along this coast. 
From Harkers Island to Cape Lookout 
is approx. six miles by water and is 
easily reached. Morehead City offers 
good diving also. Many wrecks can be 
found within an hour’s run by boat. 
Coral rock formations are alout 
fifteen miles off shore. New River is 
another location that is superb for div. 
ing. The coral formations are closer to 
shore here and the depth of water 
ranges from just a few feet to hundreds 
of feet down. Air stations can be found 
in quite a few towns here. Bobby Tur. 
beville of Bridgeton, a small town across 
the river from New Bern, furnishes us 
with air. All in all Tarheel Skin 
Diving is at its best. The Dolphin Div- 
ers and North Carolina 
to try it. > 
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Offsprings of the modern skin diver have never heard of hanging 


the old 


Christmas fireplace photo by Wm. F. Ruegg, San Francisco, California. 
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Cressi-Cyclops . . . 


GOOD NEWS 
FOR 
NIGHT DIVING 


By STANTON A. WATERMAN 


Night diving is one of the most thor 
oughly enchanting, thrilling, and chal 
lenging variations of regular skin div 
ing. Only the absence on the general 
market of adequate strong and portable 
diving lights has stayed the progress of 
this sport. 

This summer I had the opportunity 
to watch in action the latest product of 
the enterprising, Italian 
diving enthusiast, Cressi. This delight- 
ful ventleman, who has done so much 
for the advancement of skin diving all 
over the world, is one of the most en- 
thusiastic users of his own equipment. 
Just a few weeks before my visit to Mal 
tain August, Cressi had arrived with his 
latest creation, the Cressi-Cyclops. This 
isa powerful, self-contained underwater 
spot light for the night diver and fisher 
man. The light he brought with him 
is the fourth one produced, and he left 
it with the chairman of the Malta Sub 
Aqua Club, Erich Bonella. 

The battery for this light is carried 
ina rubber, water-tight knapsack on the 
back. The system is 6v and the battery, 
Which has three compartments, can be 
recharged with a conventional charger. 
A rubber extension leads from the bat 
tery carrier under the arm to the reflect 


imaginative 





chairman of the Malta 


Erick Bonella 
Sub Aqua Club, and a fellow member prepare 
fo enter the water with the Cressi-Cyclops. 


(left), 
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Cressi, the most enthusiastic evaluator of his 
own equipment, tests the Cyclops on a night 
dive at Malta. The net bag tied to his waist 
is for carrying fish. Mr. Cressi is one of the 


fathers of skin diving in the Mediterranean 
and his equipment is now being distributed 
around the world. 


thirty 
The entire assembly 


or and bulb assembly. A watt 


bulb is used. 
scemed to weigh about 15 Ibs. 

Erich and a companion were going 
for a night dive and invited me to join 


The 


exceedingly 


was clear, moonless, 


dark. We 


ourselves from the shore 


them. night 


and launched 
in the cove of 
a tiny, gas-lit Maltese fishing village on 
Erich car 


the south side of the island. 


ried the light, his companion a spring 


gun, and I had my 1l6mm movie unit 
with sensitive ‘Tri-X black and white 
film. Just outside the entrance of the 
cove the bottom dropped to thirty and 
forty feet. Here Erich switched on the 
light. A brilliant shaft of white light 


pierced easily to the bottom, illumina 
ting it so well that every detail stood 
out sharply and clearly. 

We moved silently, keeping close to 
the light as campers instinctively hug 





the fireside in the wilderness at night. 
Around us the darkness closed in, but 
wherever the beam of light played, the 
brilliant colors of the Mediterranean 
corals—reds, yellows, and blues—were 
revealed to us. As the light swung from 
side to side and ahead of us, it easily 
illuminated the underwater wall of the 
cliff, now rising on the shore side of us, 
some times at a distance of fifty feet or 
more. The first feelings of vulnerability 
gave way to complete fascination with 
this experience. ‘The shadows and actual 
forms of the swimmers become grotesque 
when the light strikes 
them at varying angles. The contrast of 


and distorted 
light and shadow is so accentuated that 
even small rock formations on the bot- 
tom assume weird proportions. 

he fish that contact the 
light are held, transfixed by the beam 
and then just as easily transfixed by the 


chance to 


spear. This may not seem sporting and 
is not unlike jacking a deer. But it must 
be pointed out that fish are hard to 
in the waters along Malta’s 
shores, and the divers are seriously out 
to bring the bacon home. Actually, we 
saw not a single large fish, and after 
two hours of diving, came in with a big 
chill and a small catch. 

At the end of our dive the light’s 
strength was entirely undiminished. I 
told that the batteries have a life 
of about ten hours between recharges. 


come by 


was 


‘There was no leakage what-so-ever. 

As far as I know, Cressi’s new light 
made an appearance in this 
country yet. When it does, I think night 
diving will become very popular. The 
world beneath the surface of the water 
has always seemed forbidden territory to 
that factor makes skin 
diving so challenging and exciting. The 
night is an even 


has not 


man, and very 


submarine world by 
greater challenge to us, but only yields 
up its mysteries and thrilling con- 
trasts to the skin diver with a strong, de- 
pendable, portable light. That is the key 
that has now been found. > 





Chuck Walker, formerly of Milwaukee, Wisc., 
and now a member of the Dolphins, has cased 
more of the Southern California coastline than 
most of the longtime residents of the area. 
Chuck is always prepared for any diving con- 
dition or situation and is shown here picking 
his way down one of the steep trails at Dana 
Point. 
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NORTHEAST 
NOTES 


By B. W. LUTHER, JR. 


Northeast Council of Skin Diving Clubs, 
P. O. Box 225, Fairhaven, Mass. 


The annual meeting of the Northeast 
Council of Skin Diving Clubs was held 
Sunday, October 6, 1957, at the club 
house of the Wor 
cester Frogmen. Pres 
ident Percy Kingsley 
called the meeting to 


order at 2:30 P.M. 
followed shortly by 
entertainment. Al 





Howard of the New 
England 


Brad Luther 


Divers; El 
men Myers, of the Worcester Frogmen; 
Will 


the Connecticut Council, presented mo 


and Jacobs, representative from 
vies and slide pictures. 

Directors present at the meeting were: 
President, Percy Kingsley, Jack Whalen, 
Ray Martin, Fred Calhoun, Jim Cahill, 
Folk« Bradford Luther, 
Jr. Member clubs represented through 
their delegates included: Worcester 
State Aqua Club, South 
Short New Hampshire Sea 
Skates, Whalers, Mass. Am 


phibs and the Worcester County Spear 


Erickson and 


Say 


Frogmen, | 
Neptunes, 


Fairhaven 


men. 
Taken 
from the Empire State Council express 


under advisement was a letter 


ing their desires for a National Council 
of Diving Councils. 

Fred 
Neptunes, 35 


the South Shore 
St., Dorchester 
was voted to fill the unexpired term of 


Calhoun, of 
Lonsdale 


Hank Ross, Director of Area VI, who 
had resigned. 
\.A.U. participation was discussed. 


Will Jacobs expressed the Connecticut 


feelings in the matter and 


John Erving, past secretary of the North 
east Council of Skin Diving Clubs, now 


Council's 


executive secretary of the Florida Skin 
Divers Association, informed the coun 
aii of the action taken by the Florida 


4.A.U. 


Elected to directorships were Frank 


Association concerning 
Sanger, from the New England Divers, 
to fill a vacancy left by James Cahill fon 
Area VII and Percy Kingsley, from the 


Rhode Island Underwater Spearfishing 
Club, to fill the vacancy left by Fred 
Jenny of Area IX. 

Elected as president, for the forth 


coming year, was Richard Myers of the 
Worcester Frogmen; Vice President, Jack 
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Whalen, of the New Hampshire Sea 
Skates; Secretary Brad Luther, Jr., of 
the Fairhaven Whalers and Treasurer 
Leonard Sarrinen, of the Worceste1 
\ rising vote of thanks was 
given Percy Kingsley for the fine job 
he did as president. 

President Dick Myers outlined his plans 
The 
Worcester Frogmen Club house will be 


Frogmen. 


and desires for the coming year. 


the official headquarters for the council, 
275% Lake Ave., Worcester, Mass. A 
directors meeting was called for Octo 
ber 14th to produce a tournament pro 
for the 


gram 1958 season. 


Pompano Beach, Florida—Worcester, 
Mass. textile manufacturer, and 29 year 
old son believed lost in explosion and 
sinking of thei Sunday, 
August 4th, off the Florida coast. The 
Coast Guard search revealed trace 
of Rowland Robinson 51, of 
Donald C. B. Robinson 
Lauderdale, a 


motor boat 
no 
Worcester 
of Fort 
diver. They 
from 


and 
commercial 
had set out Sunday afternoon 
Port Everglades to test a newly installed 
engine in Donald's 48’ cruiser-retriever. 

Hillsbro Inlet Lighthouse personnel 
reported seeing the boat swept by ex- 
plosion and fire eight miles off Pompa 
Beach 6:30 P.M. Donald re 


cently purchased the cruiser with the 


no about 


intention of starting a diving business 


in Fort Lauderdale. Donald was well 
known in diving circles in New Eng 
land. He was a member of the Wor 


cester Frogmen club and first president 


of the Northeast Council when it was 
organized in 1955, to which he gave 
much of his time and energy for his 


favorite pastime. 

The heartfelt sympathy of Pres. Percy 
Kingsley and all the Directors, the Wor 
cester Frogmen Club and all those who 
were associated with Don in helping to 
further the sport he loved, goes out to 
his family. 

Recently I had the pleasure of meet- 
ing a man who I believe is a candidate 
as the skin the 
country. George Kashimura, at 73, is as 
skilled as 


snorkeler. Performing Houdini feats un 


oldest active diver in 


active and as any younger 





derwater has been his sport for many 
years. Eye-witnesses recall the day when 
George untangled rope, chain and knots 
to surface four minutes later in the best 
escape artist tradition. Mr. Kashiinura 
an Onset, Massachusetts resident 
for a number of years a member of the 
local fire department and in this c 
pacity volunteered his services on many 
an occasion in the search of drowned 


Was 


victims. Over the years George his re. 
covered over 50 bodies in the surround 
ing area. 

On Sept. 10th, George volunteered his 
services, along with Donald Wrigh: and 
Ben Burgess of the Rhode Island Un. 
derwater Spearfishing Club, to the Ply. 
mouth, Massachusetts Fire Departnent 
in their search for two boys who were 
believed drowned off Rocky oint 
Beach. The Scuba divers were towed 
over the rocky area for two days with 
out success. George spent hours, with 
irch- 


ing the more shallow waters. “‘Thou-ands 


his homemade mask and snorkel, s 


of Dog Fish Sharks hampered the civers 
on the second day, and later the «active 
search was called off. The Boston jews 


papers listed the two boys as skin civers 
which was not true. They capsized from 
a very small skiff. 

September 7th, The Bay State .\qua 
Club, the Nanuit Shags, the Rhode Is 
land Underwater Spearfishing Club and 
the Fairhaven Whalers another 
trip to the sunken destroyer. ‘The seas 
ther 


made 
were rather choppy but the we 
was warm and sunny. The group of div- 
ers descended to the wreckage and com- 
pletely surveyed it from bow to stern. 
Visibility was poor, with only a 10 foot 
range, Large ‘Tautog were sighted but 
none were speared due to the large 
number of divers on the bottom and the 
visibility. 
good time and look forward to more 


poor The group enjoy la 


such visits next season. 


The New Hampshire Sea Skates as 
usual were a very busy club this sum- 
mer making a variety of dives, fresh and 
salt water, lakes, rivers, ponds, quarries 
and the deep green ocean (up north 
the ocean is green instead of blue). 
Jack Whelan has been busy teaching 
novices the fine points of Scuba and 
then having the pleasure of seeing them 
turn in a creditable performance when 
they hit the briny deep. One of his tyros 
JOAN PARIS, a old 
“Fearless Fosdick” and secretary of the 
New Hampshire Sea Skates, went to the 
Isle of Shoals on a club party and 
picked up a thirty pound danlorth 
which she was skootching along the bot 


seventeen year 


ig 
tom towards shore when she got fouled 
up in a 750 pound anchor which was 
encrusted with calcareous deposit o1 the 
Needless to Joan just 
wouldn't give up “HER” anchor so with 
(Continued on Page 35) 


bettom. say 
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FLORIDA SKIN 
DIVERS ASSOCIATION 


By JOHN M. ERVING, Jr. 
P. O. Box 7373 
Orlando, Florida 


KEY COLONY BEACH, MARA- 
THON SHORES, Florida—This writing 
firds your secretary here at the very 
beautiful Key Colony Club in the heart 
of the Florida Keys. The 
the regular meeting of the Florida Out- 
door Writers Association of which I 
am « member. Although the FOWA 
membership is made up of a number of 


occasion Is 


sport fishing scribes, it was indeed a 


pleasure to find that one of the main 
speakers on the program was Art Mc- 
Kee, nationally known treasure diver 
and skin diving guide. As _ proprietor 
of the famous Sunken Treasure Fortress 
on Plantation Key, Art related 
fascinating stories of finding 
just « mile or two from where the con- 
ference was held. As a first time visitor 
to the Fortress, I amazed at the 
collection on display and advise any and 


some 
treasure 


was 
every would-be treasure diver to stop 


there 
what he is looking for. 


first and acquaint himself with 


Your secretary recently had the ex- 
tleme pleasure of attending an indoor 
pool training session of the Philadelphia 
Depth Chargers at the Main Branch Y 
in Philadelphia. Meeting every Thurs 
day evening for 20 weeks, Director Dave 
Stith said that most of the Depth Charg- 
ers 60 members had completed the rigid 
taining course, which includes SCUBA, 
as well as a number of standard YMCA 
swimming and life saving courses. The 
dub now owns better than $1000.00 of 
its own equipment and is in the proc- 
ess of buying a fathometer. They were 
quickly invited to test their underwate1 
skills (and fathometer) in Florida. 

Also on this northern trip, your secre 
tary visited and spoke before the an- 
nual meeting of the Northeast Council 
of Skin Diving Clubs held at the Wor 
cester Frogmen Clubhouse in Worces 
ter, Mass. After a 
on diving in Florida, a barrage of ques- 
tions from the floor ensued, mostly on 


short commentary 


the whereabouts of some of Floridas 


more spectacular diving, and where 
they could dive without fear of wind- 
ing up in the county jail. 

We are delighted to announce that 
the FSDA is one of nine statewide or- 
ganizations of sportsmen to be invited 
to participate in the formation meeting 
of the Florida Council 
scheduled for Orlando on November 6. 
Florida Outdoor Writer President John 
Dillin has called the meeting and ex- 
from all in 
rep- 
resenting a group that is vitally interest- 


ed in conserving the natural resources 


Conservation 


pects active contributions 


attendance, each of whom will be 


and wildlife in and about the state. 
We do not intend to turn this column 
into a lonely hearts or pen-pal infor- 
mation guide, but a most interesting let- 
ter recently arrived at the FSDA office 


from down-under diver A. G. Dibbins 
of 8 Vigor Brown Street in Napier, 
New Zealand. Mr. Dobbins, says that 


he has been diving for a number of 
years around New Zealand and would 
from fellow 
divers in all parts of the United States. 


Will we Huh? 


welcome correspondence 
oblige his request? 

Aquaticians in Florida, or anywhere 
for that matter, are invited to send 
their name and address on a 2c postal 
card to FSDA, P.O. Box 7373, Or 
lando, Florida. By doing this, you will 
be under no obligation whatever, but 
will receive special announcements from 
time to time from FSDA regarding oun 
prize and amateur tournaments, as well 
as on other subjects we think would be 
We will 


shortly be sending out suggested rules 


of especial interest to you. 


aud regulations for an unusual under 
water competition that can be held in 


doors. 

Labor Day Week-end found some 
2000 spectators witnessing the first 
World’s Championship Junior Frog 





Name 
Street Address 


City & State 


turn mail. 








—— 


Application For Independent Membership In FSDA, Inc. 
(PLEASE PRINT) 


Mail completed form with your check or money order for $5.00 to: Florida Skin Divers 
Assoc., Inc., P. O. Box 7373, Orlando, Florida. Your membership card will be sent by re- 


Age 


Phone 
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held, (as far 
Sponsored by Clermont, Flor- 
Citrus 


as we 


man Sprint eve 
know). 


ida’s Tower, this unusual com- 
petition was open to youngsters 12 years 
cld or under. Devised by ‘Tower Mana- 
ger Ray Cochran and the FSDA, each 
contestant could use his choice of non- 
mechanical swimming aids such as a 
mask, fins, snorkel and/or water-saucers, 
(a hand fin). 

Held 


course, 


over a straightaway 150 yard 
than 35 and bud- 
ding skin divers, both boys and girls, re 
ported in at JayCee Beach on Cler- 
Lake Minnehaha to check out 
in the qualifying rounds. The judges, 
sticklers for safety, tested each hopeful 


more young 


mont’s 


on his ability to swim and handle his 
equipment, before passing him as a fi 
nalist. 

The starting gun roared 20 finalists 


into the water for the mad splash to 


the finish line. Exactly 1 minute- 20 
seconds later, Clermont’s own David 


Jarvis nosed out Peter Seng from Eus- 
tus, Florida, to become the firsts WORLD 


CHAMPION JUNIOR FROGMAN 
SPRINTER. Close behind swam Bob 
Lennon, another 12 year older from 


Eustis. 

World Champion Jarvis (see cut) be 
cemes the first name to be attached to 
“Davy the Frogman,” a 4 foot statuette 
that will remain on permanent display 
in the Citrus ‘Tower lobby. Dave told 
us that although he will be ineligible 
to compete in the 1958 renewal (he'll 
he 13), he will be on hand to present 
the permanent trophy to next year’s 
Cochran stated that the success 
this event virtually 
an annual Clermont competition. > 


winner. 


f 


of assures it to be 
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DRIFTWOOD 


Hello, kiddies . . . 

This is your jolly old uncle relhok all ready to take you by your 
gloved hands and lead you out into the sea of correspondence until 
we are in over our heads. To the pointy-eared element who follou 
this page each month, I should exp!ain that the appalling absence, 
of even just one tasty photo of feminine loveliness is probably due 
to the harsh fact that we have apparently already displayed all 
the gorgeous dolls who dive. This is certainly as strange as it is 
disappointing: I would have wagered a dirty dollar against a 
drenched doughnut there were plenty more underwater-type dolls. 
If they exist, they surely are camera-shy. If anyone out there 
claims a sexy grandmother or (better yet) a gaggle of comely 
sisters—please to kindly give this page a needed visual shot in 
the orbs and send photos. End of plea. And now, let’s go places 
in a welter of verbal bubbles 





CONTROVERSY ISLAND... 

Regarding this overwhelming controversy about wives on diving 
trips—what's the problem? Two weeks after our first date, my 
husband-to-be (then) and I were taking Scuba lessons together. 
When he wanted to go diving on our honeymoon, / was not tu be 
left at home! 

SHIRLEY O’KUNEWICK 
San Francisco, California 
Well, I should hope not. 


Brother, am I ever mad at you! For months, after my husband 
took up skin diving, I waged a long, hard campaign to share the 
sport. Just when he had agreed—and I was getting to be a pretty 
fair diver—you come along and start printing letters saying hus- 
bands are spineless jerks if they have to take the little woman 
with them! Do you know I haven't been on a diving trip now 
for almost six months? What are you going to do about it? 

PENNY ATHERTON 
Hlouston, Texas 
Keep my mouth shut and pretend-like you aren’t there. 
CN I heartily agree with you, Kohler, con- 
U cerning this ridiculous nonsense of divers 
taking their wives or girl-friends along on 
what was, originally, a man’s sport and 
what still is no place for any gabby, both- 
ersome females. 





CHARLES DICKSON 


Los Angeles, California 


When did I cut my own throat with that 
viewpoint, frent? 


Possibly you will consider me a rare one, but I honestly helieve 
diving is, primarily, a sport for men. It sure requires more physical 
strength and endurance than most women possess. Anyway, I 
never ask my hubby to drag me along on diving jaunts and I think 
girls who do are being rather selfish—especially those who cannot 
see how important to men it is to “get away” from domestic sur- 
roundings, occasionally. 

ANN LOUISE SOMMERS 
Norfolk, Virginia 
Rare? Honey, you're almost extinct! 

Please, please, please, Kohler, state in heavy print that you 
think husbands should take their families along when they p!'an 
to spend an entire, wonderful day diving. After being stuck in 
the house with a bunch of wild kids all week, I lock forward to 
a little outing, too. My husband thinks you're the last word in 
masculine viewpoint—so, please, set him straight on the subject 
of taking wives diving! 

HERBS LITTLE DOLL 


Laguna Beach, California 
Herb, old man, I suggest you take wives diving. 


You should be rayfish-whipped for humiliating the Kidders by 
publishing that awful letter (November issue) by that smart- 


aleck, Tom Schmitt. Was this your idea of smoothly getting back 
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at Mrs. Kidder for having very neatly pinned your ears back with 


her wonderful letter? 
MRS. CECILE HARMON 
Tampa, Florida 


Say, you catch-on quick. 


Enclosed is a picture of my husband, Jack, a sincere fan of this 

. : “diving” business. Of course, there are 
times when I could scream at the mention 
of the word—when the steps need painting 
or our two babies are being uncooperative 

but off we go, and, you know, it’s « joy 
to watch him really happy in such a ,ood, 
healthful sport. I figure he works all week 
to take care of us, even when he wishvs he 
were elsewhere, so why gripe when he \ ants 
to take a little time off for himself? Cood. 
ness knows, the coffee breaks and telep ione 
time we wives have, during the week, sure 
surpass his! 


MERRILYN BASKIN 
Bloomfield, New Jersey 





Jack, would you be interested in collaborating on a Wife Training 
book - 


HARBOR OF WEATHERBEATEN IDEAS... 
Could you, please, tell me if there is a size or limit restri: tion 
on the Coelacanth? I want to get some for my salt-water aqua! um, 
GARY PASSEY 
Pacific Grove, California 
As a fellow aquarist, Gary, I suggest you plan on getting some 
Tetras or Mollies or, perhaps, a nice school of Guppies. Shvuld 
you happen to get yourself even cne Coelacanth—you wouldn’t /:ave 
a minute’s peace what with marine biologists crowding around the 
tank. Cheeez... 


Hi, fats. (Don’t be so formal: call me Stinky) Tve been diving 
for six months (Man, what a crazy long-playing air supply this 
cat must have!) and I really eat the sport up. Can you give me 
any information on sea-urchins 
caueht or the one having the most teeth? 
endurance. 


as to the largest one cver 


Hot coffee builds up 


STEVE ZSIGALOV 
Bainbridge, Maryland 


“é 7 





Coffee? Oh, that’s a rich one, 
that is! To the best of my misin- 
formation, Steve, the most out- 
standing case of aberration in the 
sea-urchin family was a speciman 
discovered in a clogged drainpipe, 
just outside Ferdy’s Bop House in 
Pismo Beach. It boasted a cir- 
cumference of four-feet/nine inch- 
es, it was wearing a set of plastic 
dentures and utterly stunned the 
ee world of Science when, they 
found it was, apparently, ambulatory because it was last 
seen marching up Highway 101, mumbling obscenities. Pass the 
thermos, kid, | want another slug of that .uh... coffee. 


Hey, Mister Wiseguy, did you notice the deft knifing you were 
handed, by Reid P. Bice, in his Giant Killer Clam story in the 
November DIVER? Now there’s a guy who can write! 
KATHY HOWELL 
MARY BETH JANSEN 
Chicago, Illinois 

Why tell me, girls? Reef Raider Bice is the boy to notify. 


Did anyone (besides a few thousand other gleeful readers) bring 
your attention to the snide attack upon the fair name of Driftwood 
made in the November issue—in the Giant Killer Clam piece— 
by somebody named Bice? 

JEANNE DE VEERA 
Savannah, Georgia 


They did. Happy? 


In case you are fed up with being overweighted while using 
Scuba, a Mae West life belt is useful: simply add enough air to 
counteract the weight. In case Jerry N. is going to hang you, I 
don’t think there is a legal limit on manta rays. What you write 
in your column would make Russia turn green. 

ELLIS HERWIG 

Brooklyn, New York 
Why don’t you just sit down and take it easy until that light- 
headed feeling goes away. 
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Puget Sound Mudsharks and the visiting Baradas show the results of one of the most fascinating aspects of skin diving . . . octopus hand grab 
bing. This sport, as it is practiced in the great Northwest, demands quick reflexes and agile hands and probably takes more skill than 
any other part of the sport. Mudsharks from left to right are: Dick Klein, Gary Keffler, Mack Thomson, Dick and Bill Barada, Ed Thomas and 
Johnny Tallman. The four octopus range in size from two feet to eleven feet. Keystone Rock Jetty, Whidby Island, Washington. 





Your reply to Ann Phillips Garner (October issue), about people 
tarnishing their good names by 
writing letters to you, is really a 
square answer, man. It’s a privi- 
lege which should be limited to 
the soggiest of neurotics. Enclosed: 
a picture of me taken in one of 
Pennsylvania's clear, cool and 
deep lakes. Get the Flipper Mc- 
Splash thingie back: that Millar 
is asking for war. 


TON POST 


Butler, Pennsylvania 





Thanks jor the vote of confidence, but while I agree Cartoonist 
Millar should move Flipper back onto the common, everyday diving 
scene-—it’s his headache. 


Kohler, | bet you can’t tell me what an Aphyosemion bivittatum 
is—and where they are generally found. 
DEBBIE ARNOLDSON 
Jacksonville, Florida 
Oh, yeah? It happens to be a small fish famed for its tendency 
toward fighting. I wish I had some of them. I don’t know where 
they vriginate: you gotta have egg in your beer, yet? 





Awhile back, there was some jazz about Mermaids. I've often 
Wondered if maybe the idea of a half-fish/half-doll character is 
% unrealistic as most people consider it. In every book about the 
sa, somebody is always yammering about all the weird, unbeliev- 
able things that probably live in the ocean. Why should it be 
% impossible about Mermaids? 

GERALD FOSTER 

: New Orleans, Louisiana 

Now how the hell would I know? 
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Hello, there, you great big volume of information! Maybe you 
can help me. I'm _five-foot-two tall, weigh 100 pounds, have 
black hair and brown eyes—and I’m getting interested in skin 
diving. What would you suggest as being the best way for a girl 

new in this area—to properly find experienced help in learning 
the diving sport? I'm 27 years old and disgustingly healthy. Can 
you suggest something? 

PAM O’CONNOR 

Santa Monica, California 
Well. next to putting your full address on your letter, after this, 
I suggest you just bring mask and fins—and hang around the 
beach for awhile. You needed me to tell you that? 


I think Driftwood is doing wonderfully well, but, then, what's 
my opinion worth against thousands of oth- 
ers? The enclosed photo is Gordon Hollo- 
way of Belmont, Massachusetts, who took 
the honors for the day with over 30-pounds 
of Tautog to his credit. Since the waters 
along our coast are pretty chilly—even dur- 
ing the summer months—we would appre- 
ciate someone figuring out how to divert the 
Gulf Stream into Massachusetts Bay. In 
closing, I want to make a suggestion: more 
photos of the fairer sex and less shots of 
you. 





A. R. GILMORE 


Framingham, Massachusetts 
I'm trying, ['m trying. 


Yeu don’t know how glad I am to see you had the good sense 
to stop running that Pen Pals Club section in Driftwood. This 
sort of thing only draws inane mail from a lot of silly, useless 
teenagers, doesn’t it? I was rather surprised you bothered with 
them at all. 

MONA MAE OLSEN 

Wilmingten, North Carolina 
Lady, you’re knocking the next generation of divers. You want 
the Advertisers (God bless them every one) to lynch me? When 
there is sufficient material for Instant Pen Pals—it will see print 
in Driftwood. 


DECK THE HALLS, ETC.... 


. . . and so we wash ashore to the end of another community 
splash into restless remarks, and to the close of another year. I'll 
unpin my Facetiousness Badge long enough to say I hope it’s been 
a year jammed to the gunnels with good things and happiness for 
you—and I trust it will be climaxed by a very, very MERRY 
CHRISTMAS. 


really relhok 
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Compressed Air Stations 


Diving Equipment and 
Compressed Air Stations—a_ national 
listing to serve the local and travel- 
ing diver. Advertising rate is $30 for 
6 ads taken on a semi-annual basis—Jan. thru 
June and July thru Dec. Payment must accom- 
pany copy. Send all material to Compressed Air 

Stations, c/o Skin Diver, Box 128, Lynwood, Calif. 










All prices are for 70 cubic foot cylinders. 


Listed Alphabetically by States and Cities. 





ARIZONA 


SPORTS SPOT 

4226 E. Indian School Road 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Hours: 9-6 $1.50 


CALIFORNIA 


AQUATIC CENTER 

10471 Brookhurst 

(N.W. corner of Brookhurst G Cerritos Sts.) 
Anaheim, Calif (All Hours) 
SUNLAND SPORTS LODGE 

332 North Canon Drive 

Beverly Hills, California 

Hours: 10-9 Mon. thru Sat. 
AL’S SPORTING GOODS 
Highway One at Pier 

Cayucos, California. Phone 4121 

7-9 Sat.-Sun. Hol $1.50; weekdays $1.25 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SKIN DIVERS SUPPLY 
(Located at Compton Hardware Co.) 

226 E. Compton Blivd., Compton, Calif. 

Hours: 8:30-5:30. Fri. Till 9 $1.25 
PENGUIN, INC. 

2493 Atlantic Ave. 

Long Beach, California 


$1.25 


Hours: 9-7 G Sun. 7-12 $1.25 
UNDERWATER SPORTS SHOP 

5914 E. 2nd Street 

Long Beach, California 

Hours: 9:30 - 6:00, Open 7 days $1.25 


AQUA-DIVERS 

1901 Pac. Cst. Hwy. (Alon 
Lomita, California. DA 6-6 
Hours: 9-9, 7 days a week 
LOUIE THOMAS MARINE CENTER 

343 So. Atlantic Bivd. Cert. air 

East Los Angeles AN 3-0974 

Hrs. 9 to 6; Tues., Fri. to 9 p. m., & Sun. $1.25 
LYLE A. HOSKIN G SON 

Woter Sports Eqpt. Co., Inc. 

1220 West Coast Hwy. 


the P.V. Hills) 
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Newport Beach, Calif. 9-6 $1.50 
STEELES SPORTING GOODS 

5815 College Ave. 

Oakland, Calif 

Hrs. 9:30-6 Thurs. till 9 PM $1.25 
SPORTLAND 

406 South Lake Avenue 

Pasadena, California. Certified Air 


9-5:30 Mon.-Thurs.; Fri. 9-9:30 
DIVE ‘N’ SURF 

223 Hermosa Avenue 

Redondo Beach, California 
Hours: 9-6 $1.25 

MEL’S AQUA SHOP 

1911 So. Catalina Ave 

Redondo Beach, California 


Hours: 9:30-6:00 $1.25 
STAN SHELEY 

Skin Diving Equipment 

1801 Willow St All Hours 

San Jose, Calif Pe 
SAN DIEGO DIVERS SUPPLY, INC. 


4042 Midway Drive 

San Diego |!0, California 

Hours: 9-8, 7 days a week Certified Air $1.25 
SANTA _ SPORTHAUS 


127 4th 
conta Ros sa, Calif 
Hours: 10-6, Thurs. till 9 P.M 


ART’S AQUA SHOP 

328 East 14th Street 

San Leandro, Calif 

Certified Air $1.25 
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SAN RAFAEL SPORTING GOODS 


1444 - 4th St 
San Rafael, Calif. 
Hours: 9:30-6 Fri. till 9 PM 


TEMPLE SPORTING GOODS 

9514 East Las Tunas (Certified Air) 

Temple City, Calif. ATlantic 6-3308 

Hrs: 9-6 — 9-9 on Mon. & Fri. 

WATER GILL PRODUCTS 

2547 Lincoin Bivd., EXmont 1-1210 
Venice, California 70 cu. ft. $1.25 
7 days wk. 9-6, Fri. till 9 Certified Air 


CONNECTICUT 


UNDERWATER SPORTS, INC. 


1751 Park St. 
JA 3-0562 


Hartford, Conn 
1-8 daily, 10-6 Sat. Immediate Refills 


FLORIDA 


CLEARWATER PRODUCTS 

1123 Seminole Street 

Clearwater, Fla. Phone 3-3145 

Hrs. 8:30-5:00 $1.50 


ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO OXYGEN THERAPY SERVICE 
1641 West Irving Park Road 
Chicago 13, Ill. 

Hours: 9-9 

HOBBY DEN 

8546 S. Racine Ave. 

Chicago 20, Illinois 

Hours: 9-8; Sun. 8-11 a.m. 
ED. THORNE’S HARDWARE 
7928 N. 2nd Street 

Rockford, Ill. 

Hrs. 8-8 Sat. 8-6 Sun. 8-12:30 


IOWA 


TRI CITY HOBBY CENTER 
201 E. Second St., Davenport, 
Hrs.: 9-5, Mon 12-9 P.M. 
70 cu. ft. $1.50—38 cu. ft. $1.00 


OHIO 


OHIO SKIN DIVERS HDQRS., INC. 
Sportsman Lake, Cedarville, Ohio 
Phone. SOuthfield 6-4091 

Rix Water Lubricated Compressor 
OHIO SKIN DIVERS HDQRS., INC. 
824 No. Bend Rood 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Phone: Kirby 1-4200 


OKLAHOMA 


PHILL’S 

2517 N.W. 10th 
Oklahoma City — 
24 hour service 


MAINE 


MORRIS GORDON G SON 

6 Leland St. 

Rockland, Maine 

Hrs: 9-5 Weekdays—Other by Apt. 


MARYLAND 


CONTINENTAL SKIN DIVERS LTD. 
2 West Chesapeake Avenue 
Baltimore 4, Maryland (Towson) 
Phone Valley 3-4921 G 3-8577 


$1.25 


$2.00 


$1.50 


lowa 


JAckson 5-6389 
$1.50 


$2.00 





MICHIGAN 
WHITE’ SKIN DIVER SUPPLY 
323 E. Hoover 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Hours: 1:00 to 10:00 PM 

A. J. SPORTSMEN SHOP 

18219 W. Seven Mile, KE. 4-2299 
Detroit 19, Michigan 


$1.50 


Hours: 3-9 p.m. $1.50 
THE SKIN DIVING SHOP 

18270 Grand River 

Detroit 23, Mich. VE 7-1995 

12-9 7 days $1.50 


ST. CLAIR DIVERS CO. 

24400 E. Jefferson, Hrs: 12-9 p 

St Clair Shores, Mich. PR. 7- 9852 $1.50 
(At Jefferson Bch. Marina, Lake St. Clair) 


MINNESOTA 

JACK THE FROGMAN CO. 

5621 Harriet Ave., So. Minneapolis 
Air filtered four times 


24 hour service $1.50 
PLAZA SPORT SHOP 
1305 E. —— St., Duluth 


24 hour servic $1 
RA 4-1080 - RA 4-8367 - RA 4-2320 


MISSOURI 


INLAND UW SALVAGE G DIVER’S SUPPLY 
9803 Wiison Road (All hours by apmt.) 

Kansas City, Mo Call CL 4-797) 
Reg. Hrs.: 9-9 70 cu. ft. 32.00 


NEW JERSEY 
EDGAR L. HERBERT 
234 Huron Ave. 
Absecon, N. Jj. 
70 cu. ft. tank 1.50 
Cees. SPORT SHOP, INC. 

. J. Diving Headquarters 
56s Bloomfield Ave. 
Caldwell, N. J 51.50 
UNDERWATER SPORTS OF N. J. 
A complete line for skin divers 
426 Washington St. 
Orange, N.J. Hrs. 11-11 
RAMSEY OUTDOOR STORE INC. 
Route 17 Paramus, New Jersey 
1 block from end of Garden State Parkway 
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. including Sunday 1 
WATER WORLD SPORTS INC. 
442 Rochelle Ave., Rochelle Park, N.J. 
Store Hrs. 10-10 WD; 7-10 Sat.-Sun. 
SCUBA Sales, Service &G Rental RF $1.00 
BOWCRAFT SPORT SHOP 
Breathe Mountain Air Wehavit 
Route 22, Scotch Plains, N. J. 
Westfield 2-0675 


NEW YORK 

BALDWIN AMBULANCE G&G OXY. SERVICE, INC. 
11 South Grand Ave. 

Baldwin, New York 

24 Hour Service — BA 3-0325 

NELLY BLY FISHING STATION 

Ft. of Bay Pkway G& Shore Pkway, Brklyn. 

Bay Pkway Exit on Belt Pkway in Brklyn. 

On the water, open 7 days 6-6, Boats for hire. 
BOYD’S HARDWARE G SPORTING GOODS 
Box #123 

Eldred, New York 


tank 


$1.50 


$2.00 


Tel. Barryvile 2542 $3.00 
R. S. CLARKE 

69 Hayes St 

Freeport, L. |. FR 8-4180 

Daily 7-5 Weekends 24 hrs $2.00 
WOLLMAN-SCHMIDT UNDERSEA 

CAMERA G EQUIPMENT 

37-60 77th Street 

Jackson Heights, N. Y. 

Evenings 6-9, Sat. 10-6 51.50 
CENTRAL SKIN DIVERS 

160-09 Jamaica Ave. 

Jamaica, New York 

Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. till 7, Mon. & Fri. 10, Sat. 8 
MIRSKY 

92-24 160th St. 

Jamaica 33, New York 

Hrs: Daily ‘til 8:30, MGF till 9:30 

RICHARDS AQUALUNG CENTER 

233 W. 42nd St. 

New York 36, New York 

Hrs. 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. $2.00 

R. D. GARRETT Co. 

3471 Weidner Ave. 

Oceanside, N. Y. 

Ph: Rockville Ctr. 4-9050 $2.00 
H. W. LARKIN PHARMACY 

No. 5 Bridge St. Phone 599 

Plattsburg, N. Y 

Hrs. 9-10, 7 days $2.00 


GRODY’S LUGGAGE & SPORT SHOP 
342 South Salina Street 
Syracuse, New York Per tank 10c per 100-\bs. 


Daily 9:30 to 5:30; plus Mon. & Fri. to 9 p.m. 
RHODE ISLAND 
INDUSTRIAL WELDERS SUPPLY CO. 
450 Manton Ave., Providence, 
1. Diving Headquarters 
Daily 8-5; Sat. 8-12 noon $2.00 
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EXAS 

ATER SPORTS SUPPLY 

350 W. University Blvd. 
Pollas, Texas FL 7-3184 


WASHINGTON 

PUGET SOUND DIVERS COMPANY 
2520 Westlake N - AL. 8555 
Seattle 9, Washington 





¥ Hours: 8-5:30 - Emergency SU 0449 $1.50 
L's, AQUA man OF WE Se SEATTLE SKIN DIVING SUPPLIES 
1 Camp Bowie Blvd. 4853 Calif. Avenue 
» Worth, Texas Seattle, Washington 
days o week $1.50 24 hours service Ph. AV. 5811 $1.50 
RUG 
A St. WISCONSIN 
ctoria, Texas CUDAHY AUTO PARTS CO. 
0cu. ft. tank $1.50 4186 S. Kinnickinnic Ave. 
Cudahy, Wisconsin 
IRGIN ISLANDS SPORT DIVER CORPORATION 
. 6 M. CARON 1523 West State St. 
ain Street Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin 
Koint Th — Virgin Islands $2.00 Hours: 10-6 $1.95 
our? 3U- é 
EXICO JAMAICA B.W.1. 
Mm. ADCOCK CO. THE SEA CRABS DIVING CLUB 
pmez Farias G Juarez Strs. Chatham Hotel, Montego Bay 
lo Paz, Mexico All equipment available Air $2.00 
M0 cu. ft. tank $2.00 Trips arranged daily except Sun 
Deis 


NORTHEAST NOTES 


Continued from Page 30) 


the help of numerous brawny arms they 
hauled it up under the keel of the boat 
and off to a small derrick on Star Island, 
where they swung it aboard. Dimen- 
sions: shaft 714 feet, Ring 1 foot for a 
sanding total of a whooping 814 feet. 
The flukes ran out 514 feet. Joan is 
sure that it must be black 
hearted pirate’s ship since she knows 
that caches of silver have been 
found on the Islands from time to time. 
The $0 pound danforth? She sold that 


from some 


bars 


on the spot to the boat owner who did 
the hauling. Two weeks before Jack 
Whelan found the mate of Joan’s anch- 
or along with a 75 pound and a 40 


pound plow anchor which Jack also 


sold on the spot to a spectator boatman. 
Sarrinen, ‘Treasurer, 
the clubs in the Northeast 
Area that council dues for 1958 are due. 
Included with your dues please send 


Leonard 
to inform 


membership roster, and mail to North- 


east Council of Skin Diving Clubs, Attn: 
Leonard Sarrinen, 27514 Lake Ave., 
Worcester, Mass. >a 


wishes 


MEN, MICE AND BIG BLUES 
(Continued from Page 25) 


inevitable teeming multitude of fish. 
Gorgonia fans of every hue from white 
through yellow to carmine, grew pro- 
fusely in the caves. With occasional 
s¢als, porpoises and penguins, the many 
colored sponges and crystal water make 
the place a photographer’s dream. We 
decided on collecting a quantity of gor- 
gonia fans and I invariably arrived in 
time to admire the collection of coral 
the boys had amassed from the offshore 
reefs—though later the flat tyre (which 
they couldn’t find time to mend) and 
necessitating hourly pumping, gave me 
sufficient handicap to at least get into 
the water at the same time. 


Field mice proved a slight hazard 
for John and Trevor sleeping on the 
ground, as there seemed to be a plague 
in the vicinity and there were not in- 
frequent yells when they felt the pitter 
patter of tiny feet over their faces—the 
mortality rate must have been slightly 
increased, for in the morning, the emp- 
tying out of their sleeping bags often 
produced a squashed carcass or two. 


All in all, only 20 miles of coastline 
was investigated and with only 15 to 20 
spearmen visiting the area for a week 
each year, it will take a mighty long 
while before we have over-fishing prob- 


lems. >» 
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P-2 Dry Suit 


Two-piece dry suit, 
waist entry. Con- 
structed of two-ply 
gum rubber, 8% 
neoprene. Outside 
color blue or black. 
Reinforced intersec- 
tions and fused ta- 
pered seams, insur- 


ing absolute water 
tightness. 

W/Hood ....$49.50 
W/O ---$49.50 





Constructed of 14%” 
closed cell foam neo- 
prene rubber. 400% 
Stretch factor. Rein- 
forced seams and inter- 
sections. NYLON zip- 
pers. 

a\ W/O Pants . $35.35 

»% W/Pants $52.30 


Sucte 


FINEST 






PWSS 


Shorty Type Ski Suit 


All workmanship, materials and complete satisfaction guaranteed 100%. 


STORE HOURS: WEEKDAYS 9-7 


2493 ATLANTIC AVENUE Peugutu, ue. 


EVERYTHING 
FOR THE 
SKIN DIVER 


GUNS * LUNGS * MASKS 
DIVING SUITS * RENTALS 
COMPRESSOR * SKI SUITS 


LUNGS ¢ AIR FILLS * CLASSES 
FOR SKIN DIVING & SCUBA 


Send for FREE Brochure No. SD11 


PW -2 

Wet Suit 

Constructed of 1” or 3/16” 
closed cell foam neoprene rub- 
ber. Reinforced seams and in- 
tersections. NYLON zippers. 
400% Stretch factor. Black 
only. Stripping in black, red, 
green or yellow. 

PW-2 Two-Piece Shirt, 
Pants and Hocd—1g”......$52.00 
(Skin Both Sides) 3/16” $69.60 


Wet 





LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
Phone GA. 7-3684 
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“It's the Most Complete 
Diving Store in the 
solar system — and they 

don't tell you their troubles!" 





Presenting the NEW 
MAKO “PILOT” (¢ 


a 

















Write for new catalog 
of complete line of 
MAKO underwater 
Photographic Products 


% Mako ‘’Pilot’’ for Nikon and other 35mm (MH-70) 
Latest design in metal housings for fine underwater 
photography. One port for both installing camera and 
photographing through. Tested to 150 feet. $69.95 
to $95.00. BC Flash $37.50 


Other Mako ‘’Pilot’’ housings available for Leica |, Il, 
Ill, M-3; Argus C-4, C-44; Contax; Praktina FX and 
most other 35mm cameras. 





























ALL NEW! 1958 TARPOON 


% The CO: gun with the features you’ve been waiting 
for. Ruggedly built with stainless steel parts. Will pene- 


trate underwater a 10-ply board 1” thick at a distance 
of 8 ft. from end of barrel. Fully equipped and loaded, 
wt. 51 Ibs ; Special $32.50 


Everything for the Skin Diver! 


UHOERWATER ‘SPORTS 


2219 Biscayne Blvd. | Miami 37, Florida 
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Here's one ches; 
game that even the 
experts would have 
a hard time playing 
Members of the Lake 
Erie Scuba Divers 
club in Cleveland, 
Ohio, Elwin Garmes 
and Bill Tweed were 
floating Knights and 
Bishops with bubbly 
concentration as club 
photographer Otto 
Schutte invadec the 
scene with his cam- 
era capturing these 
pictures. 
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Pecten diegensis Dall—The San Diego 
Scallop. Skin divers have collected very 
few of this semi-rare California shell. 
My experience in collecting it by dredge 
or trawl was to find it more common 
in a depth of about 150 ft. which is a 
fairly good dive with any kind of equip- 
ment. It is probable that the divers who 
took them found them in somewhat 
shallower water. The species is easily 
recognized. The lower valve is nearly 
flat and dark red. The other valve is 
ached and of a yellow color. Both 


Hr erres eo 


RARE CALIFORNIA SHELLS 


By JOHN Q. BURCH 


valves have about twenty large and dis- 
tinct ribs. This is an active mollusk 
and might well give the would be col- 
lector a surprise by escaping his grasp. 
They are known to be able to 
out and escape from a slow moving 
dredge. This fine species attains a size 
of four inches or more in diameter. It 
is considered a rarity and comparatively 


swim 


few shell collectors possess a specimen. 
It is more numerous around San Diego, 
but I have also taken them by dredge 
off Redondo Beach and also Monterey. 

Another interesting thing about Pec- 
ten diegensis is that about one specimen 
out of fifty may have a limpet attached. 
This is Capulus californicus Dall, and 
is known only from this association. 
Therefore, by all means do not remove 
the Capulus when you find them be- 
cause a specimen of the Pecten with 
the Capulus attached becomes a double 
rarity. 





Pecten hastatus Sowerby—The Spear 
Scallop. This California shell is truly 
beautiful. They are usually about 2% 


inches in diameter. The vivid colors 
make it impossible to overlook them 








if found. They range through many 
shades of red to bright orange or even 
purple. I have taken this species in 
depths as shallow as 80 ft. off Monterey 
and in somewhat deeper water off New- 
port Beach. These shells are now ex- 
ceedingly scarce although in former 
years when the commercial fishermen 
used deep seines, they brought them 
up in considerable numbers. It is safe 
to assume that almost all of them in col- 
lections now date back to those years. 
Skin divers seem to have failed us on 
this one so far. All deep water shells 
of this family are of interest. Please 
do not throw him back because too 
small. That may be good policy with 
fish, but many species of this family 
are fully adult when they measure but 
a fraction of an inch. > 





his 


Comp -.. .us shown) $79.95. Mouthpiece, 
hose, tank-valve only $34.95. 
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U.S. Pat. Pending 


Proven 2 Years Around the Globe— 
Greatest Skin Diving ‘‘Lung” Value 
by Every Comparison! 

Latest Scientific Data Proves PRO Superior- 
ity. PRO “Pressure-Equalizer” Mouthpiece 
Outperforms them All Under All Conditions, 
At all depths—Safer, Easier Breathing, More 
Durable, Lower Cost. 


PRO exclusive design sets standard for the 


industry! Others follow! Old-type scubas 
obsoleted! Diver trainers, registered master 


divers, sportsman divers—those who depend 
on scubas every day—are endorsing PRO as 
world’s finest! The reasons: PRO *Pressure- 
Equalizer” Mouthpiece, non-flooding design, 
tough single hose and swivel fittings, 100% 
corrosion-proof materials, low cost, and many 
more, 


Model 57: “World s Finest!” 
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One of many demonstration - instruction 
groups learning underwater rescue and sal- 
vage work—all PRO-equipped. 








Give the “scuba” 
best 


A Christmas Gift DeLuxe! 
you choose for yourself . .. the 
PRO! 

Get the facts before you “plunge”. New 
Bulletin shows features not offered by many 
of the more expensive outfits. Complete, illus- 
trated, new valuable data and _ price list. 
Act now, ahead of the Holiday mail rush. 
Write Rose Aviation, Inc., Dept. 102, 
Ohio, or see your dealer. 


Aurora, 


DEALERS: Send for important, new information 
on PRO Model 57! 





ROSE AVIATION, 
Dept. 102, Aurora, Ohio 
Send FREE complete details on PRO. 


INC. 


ee ee 





| 





' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
(9, IO 
' 
' 
' 
' 
1 
' 




















SKIN DIVER’S RING 





MARTY LAITINEN 
220 W. 5th Street 
Los Angeles 13, California 
Phone Michigan 4510 
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WETSUIT = 


$49.95 COMPLETE 


CATALOG AND 


HEAVY DUTY 


3" 


REDUCES 
COLDSHOCKS 
BY 75% 


LOR SHEET 
REQUEST 


PHANTOM 
PRODUCTIONS 


2 WILMINGTON WAY 


REDWOOD CITY, CALIF. 


























ENJOY 


in under 


Wollman- 


Model 


FOR THE FOLLOW 
Leica or Canon 
Ansco Memar 
Contax ; 
Argus C4 or C44 
Leica M3 


*For other cameras, avai 
When in New York 
at 37-60 77th Street 





' WOLLMAN-SCHMIDT 


38 





THRILLS & EXCITEMENT 


sea photography with 





a 


Schmidt 


35A 
Undersea Camera Housing 


ING CAMERAS* 
$ 99.50 
99.50 
109.50 
109.50 
a 139.50 
lable on special order 
visit our showroom 


, Jackson Heights. 


York 1, N.Y. 


Gentiemen: Please send me complete infor- 


! Undersea Camera & Equipment, Inc. 
: 352 7th Avenue, New 

' 

4 Mation on your undersea housings 

| NAME 

4 STREET 

' CITY 

] 





SPANISH 
DIVER 
LOGS 

328 FOOT 
DIVE 


By ANTONI RIBERA 


A team of three divers of the Centro 
de Recuperacion e Investigaciones Sub- 
marinas (CRIS), Barcelona, Spain, co 
operated on a controlled deep dive to 
100 meters. Eduard Admetlla complet 
ed the 328 foot descent with a self con 
tained Spanish made compressed ait 
breathing apparatus. His assistants on 
the dive were Robert Diaz and Javier 
Veglison. The operation was made with 
the assistance of the Spanish Navy, who 
certified the attained depth, at a point 
five miles off Cartagena, Spain, on Sep 
tember 30, 1957. 

Diaz and Veglison acted as liaison 
team and remained at the 60 
(180 foot) mark some Spanish 
Navy frogmen waited at the 25 


meter 
and 
meter 
point. A 100 meter line was hung from 
the submarine tender furnished by the 
Navy with a weight of 70 kilos on the 
other 
60 deeper 


The sea bottom was about 


than the weight. 


end. 





CRIS divers Veglison, Admetila and Diaz on 
the deck of the Sub Tender after the record 
dive by Admetila. Veglison was the controller 
of the dive. Photo by Vilarrulis. 





Admetila emerges from the sea after conquer- 
ing the tremendous depth of 328 feet. He was 
using compressed air and the dive was made 
under strict controlled supervision. Photo by 
Vilarrulis, 

Admetila started his dive at 9 a 


following his safety men who preceded 


him and took up 


the line at 25 


their stations along 
and 60 His ck 
scent time to the 100 meter point was 
six minutes with a brief stop at 60 mi: 
ters checking with Diaz and Veglison. 
\dmetlla carried an extra eight kilo 
weight belt and two buoys, one yellow 


meters. 


for mission accomplished, the other red 
meaning trouble-come-get-me 
released. 


when it 
was 
Upon reaching the weight on the 
bottom of the line Admetlla was already 
overwhelmed with the effects of nitro 
but his head was 
enough to mark on the plastic tab 
the sign O.K. and then releas 
yellow Suddenly he 
.. he released the 
eight kilo weight belt and shot upward 
to the 60 meter point where he was 
greeted by his two safety companions. 
His sight returned and he gave them 
the 100 meter signal, indicating that he 
had gone all the way to the end of the 
line. 

The back to the submarin¢ 
tender took approximately 51 minutes 


gen narcosis clear 
there 
the 


seized by 


buoy. was 


blindness . 


ascent 


with decompression stops at 12, 9, 6 
and 3 meters. 

The three used “Nemrod” 
Aqua-Lungs made in Spain by the Vilar- 
rubis brothers. The lungs carried two 
tanks each with a total capacity at 52 
liters of compressed air at 150 atimos- 
pheres. 


divers 


te 
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OHIO CLUB 


SEARCHES FOR CRUISER 


At 6:30 A.M. on the morning of Sep- 
tember 8, 1957, eight members of the 
newly formed Mansfield Skin Divers, 
Inc. left Mansfield, Ohio enroute to 
Lake Erie, 60 miles away. 

It was a beautiful sunny day and the 
eight divers boarded two 23’ cruisers 
at Huron, Ohio and set out on their 
firsi attempt as a club unit to locate 
a 33’ cabin-cruiser that burned and 
sank approximately one year ago in 
35° of water, two miles off the coast 
of Huron, Ohio. 

From photographs taken of the strick- 
en cruiser shortly before she sank, her 
location on the bottom was generalized 
frem land marks in the photographs and 
the two search boats dropped anchor 
100° apart in the area. 

Two divers using scuba units went 
down to the bottom and a search line 
was extended from one anchor diver to 
the other 100’ away at the other end. 
A third diver was used to search the 
length of the 100’ line from one anchor 
diver to the other. Upon reaching the 


By CARL E. HARRIS 


end of the search line, a signal was 
given and each anchor diver moved in 
a parallel course 12’ out from the an- 
chors and the third diver retraced his 
search pattern. Visability at 35’ was 
approximately 12’. This operation was 
repeated for twenty minutes and the 
divers came to the surface and another 
group of three divers took over the 
search. 

The searching continued until nearly 
all the divers had exhausted their air 
supply. A large area was covered but 
the location of the sunken cruiser was 
not found and Lake Erie still keeps its 
whereabouts a secret. 

It was a tired and disappointed group 
that finally had to secure the search, 
but it had been a great experience and 
they were consoled by the idea that as 
a group they had accomplished much 
rore than they could have singularly. 
Also, tomorrow is another day, another 
dive with all the enthusiasm for an- 
other adventure into the realm of the 
scuba diver. >» 








The Mansfield Skin Divers, Inc. 





during their 
search for the 33 foot cabin cruiser in Lake 
Erie. Photos by Ron Stockwell. 





value. 


Mexico. 








BEL-AQUA 


TOREADOR 


A SUPERIOR WET SUIT... 


Bel-Aqua’s TOREADOR brings to wet suits the same 
high quality performance that made Bel-Aqua dry 
suits the most popular in America. More Bel-Aqua 
suits are in use in the United States than all other 
brands combined, because divers 


recognize real 


Effective insulation of a wet suit depends upon a 
erfect fit. TOREADOR'S VAPOR BARRIER DESIGN 
s like your own skin, and is acclaimed from Alaska 


THE TOREADOR KIT 


A BRAND NEW IDEA IN KITS 


MAKES HOME TAILORING EASY 


CuhLWN — 


Ask to see the 
TOREADOR at your 
dealer, or write for infor- 
mation to Bel-Aqua. 


. Four pattern sizes printed on the rubber. 

. Alteration instructions for a perfect fit. 

. Illustrated assembly hints and techniques. 

- Tough PLY-A-BEL stripping needs no cement. 
. Contoured design for bathing suit freedom. 
. Complete with pants, shirt, hood and boots. 


Bel-Aqua Water Sports Co. 
3720 W. 54th St. Dept. 127 
Los Angeles 43, Calif. 





COPYRIGHT 1957 BY 
WM. R. BARADA 








ATTENTION! 
DEALERS AND JOBBERS 
One kit fits all sizes. 
Sell it from stock. 
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INFORMATION FREE 








—A 


By ARNOLD £. HAGEN 


The following sources of free and inexpensive materials are made available to the 
readers of SKIN DIVER MAGAZINE as a convenient service in obtaining worthwhile infor- 
mation concerning underwater swimming activities and other related topics. Underwater 
swimming enthusiasts will find many of the listed items of extreme interest and value. 


We hope that this information will be both 


helpful and informative. Send requests or 


contact the addresses listed below. Each source represented in the column reserves the 
right to withdraw its offer whenever it sees fit. 
Civic organizations, government agencies and industrial firms are encouraged to submit 


material for consideration for use in this column. 


c/o Box 128, Lynwood, California. 


DATA ON 16MM CINE-KODAK FILMS 
new 16-page pamphlet, “Cine-Kodak 


16mm Films, Data and Selection,” designed 


for 


use by movie-makers in all fields of 


16mm cine photography, is offered by East- 


Send material to Information Free 


man Kodak Company, Rochester, New York. 
Characteristics of individual Cine-Kodak 
films are explained as an aid to their selec- 
tion and use. Sections of the booklet deal 
with film selection, discussions of reversal 








Brochures mailed on request. 
Representatives in Principal Seaports. 
All prices F.O.B. New York. 


BLUDWORTH MARINE 


Division of KEARFOTT COMPANY, Inc. 


1500 Main Avenue, Clifton, N. J. 


NEW "POWER DIVER” 
MODEL UPD-3A 


Self-propelled, conserves ener- 
gy and air supply . . . descend, 
ascend in depths to 180 feet. 
With high speed propeller 
$369.50. Combination 6 or 12 
volt aircraft non-spillable bat- 
tery and low speed propeller 
extra. Operating time to 2 
hours, 15 minutes. 


Also available New UNDERWATER 


METAL LOCATOR UML 20 


I 


A SUBSIDIARY OF 











Buy Him Skin Diving 
Gear For — 


Christmas 


at MEL’S 


Pay next year... 
NO down payment. 
NO interest. 


We have lots of equipment 
for the youngsters. 


FREE instruction on Aqua- 
Lung diving with purchase. 


MEL'S a 


in Riviera 


1911 So. Catalina Ave., Redondo Beach, Calif. 





QUA SHOP 


Village 
FR. 5-6714 
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and negative films, black-and-white and colo 
films, physical features of film, magnetic 
sound coating, processing, storing, and load. 
ing of film. 

Sales Service Division, Eastman Kodak 
Company, Rochester 4, New York. 


FREE FILMS 

THE ATOM GOES TO SEA—Here is 
readily understandable explanation of | the 
principles of nuclear propulsion, shown and 
explained in animation. Live-action scenes 
are of the Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory 
in Schenectady, and West Milton, N.Y., sub- 
marine reactor test site. 12 minutes—Hlack 
and White. 

General Electric Company, Public |:ela. 
tions Department, Schenectady, New York. 


CLEAN WATERS—This film dramatically 
portrays the importance of our natural wa- 
ters and was prepared with the cooperation 
ot the United States Public Health Service. 


Beautifully photographed, the film tells a 
forceful story of the $100,000,000 anual 
loss due to water pollution. It illustrates the 


dangers of pollution to our fish and wild 
life, our city water supply systems, and our 
recreational facilities. 

General Electric Company, Public  Xela- 
tions Department, Schenectady, New York. 


BROWSING BELOW—The purpose of! this 
leaflet is directed to educate the modem 
Scuba Diver to take every precaution neces- 
sary to make the sport of skin diving a 
complete enjoyable event. We advise you to 
keep this leaflet close at hand for easy, quick 
reference. 

Mar-Mac Industries, 1453 Revere Avenue, 
Hayward, California. 


FIRST AID CHART—Paste this chart on 


the inside of your medicine cabinet oor. 
This free safety aid should be a must for all. 
First aid instructions concerning BITES, 


CUTS, FAINTING, HEADACHES, POI- 
SONING, POISON IVY, SUNSTROKE and 
many other common ailments. 

Blue Cross of Southern California, 4747 
Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles 27, California. 


MAP OF THE UNITED STATES—This 
colorful map of the United States is geog- 
raphically correct and would be of consid- 
erable interest to most anyone. 

Union Pacific Railroad, Public Relations 
Dept., Omaha 2, Nebraska. 


ALONG THE UNION PACIFIC RAIL- 
ROAD—a 46 page travel booklet that gives 
many historic facts and up-to-date informa- 
tion concerning the West and the Middle 
West. Many photographs and maps. 

Union Pacific Railroad, Public Relations 
Department, Omaha 2, Nebraska. 


MORE 
“*INFORMAT:ON FREE'’ 
ON PAGE 41 


BAYLEYSUIT 


Custom made wet type suits, 3/16” 
double surfaced material. 


$45.00 


Includes two piece suit, hood & boots. 





Dry type suits, made of heavy .032 
rubber ta:lored to fit the individual. 


$31.50 


Write for measurement list. 


2408 Meadow Lane, Eureka, Calif. 
Telephone Hillside 2-5305 
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(3) THE NEW GOLDAK 
(4) UNDERWATER 


Goldak Company, 
oaks Boulevard, Glendale 1, 


SKIN 


MARINELAND 


Sea 
Gables, 


LEAFLETS— 

(1) METAL _LOCATORS—WHAT THEY 
ARE . AND HOW TO USE 
THEM— 


(2) PROFIT IN METAL AND MINERAI 


TREASURES 

“FIND-IT” LO- 
CATOR 

METAL DETEC- 
TOR 

1544 West Glen- 


California. 


Inc., 


DIVING SUITS—Read this inter- 
leaflet that shows you how you can 
ill of the requirements of the perfect 
Excellent illustrations and 


ing 
fill 


n diver’s suit. 


diagrams showing skin temperature measure- 
ments 

ENGINEERING 
PORATION, 


DEVELOPMENT COR- 
305 American Trust Company 
iiding, Berkeley 4, California 


FILMS—Marineland 


of 


the Pacific has a number of sound-and-color 
motion pictures which it distributes free to 
schools, clubs and other organizations. The 
films, loaned only for free showings, present 
the main attractions of Marineland in a se- 
ries of beautiful action scenes with accom- 
panying narration by Art Linkletter. The 
l6mm. films are intended for free showings 
only—no admission price may be charged 
to sec “Marineland Magic.” 

Marineland of the ' Pacific, Portuguese 
Bend, Marineland, California. 

HOW TO MAKE MONEY IN UNDER- 
WATER PHOTOGRAPHY—You can con- 


vert the fast-growing sport of skin diving in- 


to a profitable part-time hobby. Read _ this 
informative brochure and learn more about 
this fascinating hobby. 


hawk Products, P.O. Box 


Florida. 


1157, Coral 


MOVIE PROGRAMS FOR YOUR 


ORGANIZATION 


SEASHORE LIFE-COLOR FILM 11 
MINUTES—tThis experience in ecology por- 
trays life on three kinds of seashores—the 
sandy beach, the rock pool, and the mud 
flat. Ways are shown in which representative 
seashore animals feed, move, and compete 
with other kinds of animal life in their speci- 
al environments. An Encyclopedia Britannica 
Film. 

FISH ARE INTERESTING — COLOR 
FILM—10 MINUTES—Photographed at the 
Scripps Institution of Oceonography, this film 
is interesting not only for its colorful views 
of exotic fish, but also for its broader impli- 
cations. Scientists agree that by perceptively 
observing fish one is able to discover basic 
biological concepts which may be applied 
to all living things. 

SEA SHELL ANIMALS—COLOR FILM 
—10 MINUTES—Interest in sea life is gain- 


ing steadily in popularity. This film will 
surely delight those who have already dis- 
covered the fascination of collecting and 


identifying shells and observing the habits of 
shell fish. And there is excitement in store for 
the uninitiated. 

MARINE LIFE — COLOR FILM — 12 
MINUTES—tThe continuing struggle for ex- 
istence is pointed out through the activities 
of beautiful animals like sea robins, moon 
fish, porpoises, and angel fish; ugly animals 
like octopuses, hermit crabs, morays, sting 
rays, and barracuda; and odd animals like 
sea turtles, sea anemones, sea fans, and por- 
cupine fish. An Encyclopedia Britannica Film. 

To arrange for any of these programs for 
your group, call your nearest General Tele- 
phone Company Business Office well in ad- 
vance of the desired date. 


General Telephone Company of Caifornia, 


2020 Santa Monica Blvd., 
ta Monica, California. 


P.O. Box 889, San- 





HAS 


YOUR DEALER 





SAFEDIVE BUCKLES for 
1” and 2” webbing sizes . . . $1.65 


SeAir. the UNIVERSAL LUNG 
eAir\ GAUGE* backed with a 


one year FREE service policy .. $19.95 


“BROWSING BELOW’’— 
a free pamphlet — get yours now! 
*SPECIFY TYPE VALVE AND REGUIATOR ON ORDER 


FRRcsr-rEIecsc 1 udambues- 


1453 REVERE AVENUE HAYWARD CALIFORNIA 








40,000 CANDLEPOWER 


PORTABL 


Richards’ experts designed this sensational under- 
water floodlight that helped produce that mag- 


nificent film of the Italian ship. 


nect. No spring contact to engage. Weighs only 
the sealed beam headlight throws a bril- 


5 Ibs., 


liant beam for Y2 mile. Steel clad multi-cell, 
especially pressurized power unit gives more than 
3 times the service than does the old style lantern 
10-12 hrs. of continuous operation or 
18-24 hrs. of intermittent service. 


batteries. 


Heavy electro-plated chrome finish. No lantern 


UNDERWATER 
SPOTLIGHT 


. which provided illumination for the first motion pictures of the 
sunken Andria Doria at 250 feet by Peter Gimble and Ramsey Parks! 


No wires to con- 


this 








new! VELVA-GLO 


body to rust or corrode. Silver contact, weather- 
ain switch. Adjustable head. Easy thumb con- 





A 
RICHARDS 


> (od RUBY A ES 





trol. Replacement bat- 
tery installed in sec- 
onds. 
complete. with nega- 
tive and positive insu- 
lated thumb screw 
convectors that can 


be reversed after each 
dive to prevent elec- 
trolysis. 


$995 


Extra pressurized 6 volt 
battery—$2.95 
2 for $5.00 





FLUORESCENT SPRAY PAINT 


A new, exciting colorful spray paint for your tank, devel- 
as another underwater safety measure! 


oped by Richards, 


See your partner from a distance! Add new color to under- 


water photography! Permanent, 


Chartruse © Orange ©@ Cerise © Green 
Orange-Yellow © Orange-Red @ Red © Pink 


Richards tests and checks all equ pment 
conditions. One Year Guorantce. We are 
Aqua-Lung repair depot in the country. All 


waterproof, durable. 


items shipped postpaid. 


$J9B sos 


under actual oceanic 
the ONLY outhorized 


Underwater Pressurized 7-jewel STOPWATCH— $1995 


SIGNAL WHISTLE for divers; 
that can be heard for miles...............-. 


RICHARDS AQUA-LUNG CENTER 


233 WEST 42ND STREET, NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 


Counselors and outfitters for world-wide underseas expeditions 





ppd. 


a boatswain pipe $295 
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VIRGIN ISLANDS 


“Skin Divers’ Paradise” 
x~** 
SCUBA 
Sale - Rent - Service - Refills 
Most complete stock ef 
Underwater Equipment in the 





Caribbean 
x * * 
Cc. & M. CARON 
Main Street P. O. Box 315 
St. Thomes U. S. Virgin Islands 


Se eee 








NEW ENGLAND 


Skin Diving Headquarters 


We are the only skin diving spe- 
cialty store that is open year-round 
in New England. Write for our 
catalogues or drop in. 


SALES — RENTALS — REPAIRS 
COMPRESSED AIR 


UNDERWATER SPORTS, INC. 


“Owned and operated by divers” 
1751 Park St. Hartford, Conn. 


ae 








MEANDERING 
IN MICHIGAN 


By Jack Brown 


Daybreak opened up on two shivering 
divers trying to get into their suits be- 
fore they froze. It was 55 degrees in the 
air, the water temperature was 47, and 
the sun was nowhere to be seen. A typi- 
cal Windy City day. The Lake Michigan 
water looked inviting but somewhat 
bleak. 

I heard a muffled “Damn it!” as Wally 
Zacharke struggled to get into his suit. 
I stopped checking my lung and helped 
him pull on his shirt. Roy Carlson, our 
tender for this trip, was busy loading 











buckle 


Name.... 
Address 


Cie... 





4? ! 
&/ tay 
COMPLETE KIT 

With Hood 


JUST $22.95 





Hal. Dwers = 


AMATEUR ond PROFESSIONAL 


444444 


NEVER BEFORE A VALUE LIKE THIS ONE 


WET SUIT KIT—Complete with all materials and 
instructions to make an insulated foam neoprene 
full suit with hood and zippers. 
Custom-made to you. 
for rubber sample. 
add any additional measurements desired, also send 
check or money order for: $22.95, 1/8" thickness; 
$32.50, 3/16” heavy duty; $36.00, 3/16” dou- 
ble duty; $39.00, 
to Aqua Divers, 
California. 





New 10 lb. underwater weight belt featuring a 
two inch webbing with the Mar-Mac quick release 


(Sorry, No C.O.D.) 


AQUA DIVERS 


1901 PACIFIC COAST HIWAY 





LOOK! 


Reinforced seams. 
Order yours today or send 
Fill in measurements below and 


1/4” double duty (No C.O.D.) 
1901 Pacific Coast Hwy., Lomita, 


ana /8) ai Babee 


Price $7.95. 


State 


LOMITA, CALIF. 











DA. 6-6663 
































the camera. Although Roy doesn't hay 
a lung or suit and can’t dive on col 
days, he was extremely helpful in ched 
ing gear and assisting us in coming o 
of the water. It’s difficult to get back 
on a rock pier with a lung on. 

By now I was freezing stiff. The win 
had picked up and was creating wave 
on the windward side of the breakwat 
from which we planned to dive. Spy 
was shooting up and over the rocks and 
onto our backs. Soon I was in my 
and then the spray went unnoticed. 
went back to check the lungs agii 
while Wally and Roy discussed som} 
signals. We make it a point to go ovg 
the basic danger signals on every divt 
to eliminate as much risk and confusion 
as possible. 

After a hot cup of coffee and a coup! 
of smokes we were all set. Climbig 
down the slick, moss-covered rocks, 
entered water about 20 feet deep. W 
swam off a few yards, checked our equi 
ment, and went under. We were amazt 
at the clarity of the water. Visibility W 
almost 25 feet, a most unusual thing ff 
this close to shore in Lake Michiga 
We didn’t understand why the wat 
was so clear in such weather, but 
soon forgot to think about it as the bo 
tom came in sight. It was an Alice! 
Wonderland scene. Large towering plat 
with green and brown colored, delic! 
leaves swayed in the slow current pi 
duced from waves washing around 
breakwater. Small carp and trout play4 
along the bottom. (Lake trout, incidenl 
ally, are illegal to spear in fresh wat 
Lampreys are rapidly depleting the sp 
cies.) We finned leisurely through ¢ 
plants, some of which reached with 
ten feet of the surface. 






I checked my depth gage. We we 
32 feet down. Wally was swimming ¢ 
my right, ten feet away and about | 
feet deeper. We checked each other 0¥4 
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to be sure our lungs were functioning 
properly. I signaled for a surface and 
up we went. 

Wally and I talked over how the dive 
was going and the things we had seen 
so far. Our camera case had developed 
a crack during the trip so underwater 
shots were out now, Just our luck, with 
all that clear water around. We filled 
Roy in on the bottom scenery and had 
gme more coffee. Wally was anxious to 
get back in the water. This guy can’t 
stand getting wet in the rain, but keep 
him out of the lake more than twenty 
minutes between dives and he has fits. 
Jeezly, as Kohler would say. 

It was decided since we couldn't take 
any photos of the plants, we would go 
back and inspect the plants as close as 
possible, and bring back some samples. 
These plants were never seen by Wally 
and me before, after 5 years of diving in 
Lake Michigan. Along the thick stems 
of the larger plants, small ivy-like vines 
twiste! and curled. A little research on 
these later on revealed them to be a rath- 
er rare form of parasite, living off the 
larger plants. A loose parallel to this is 
the remora and the shark. 

I heard a hoot and turned to see 
Wally pointing to his tank reserve rod. 
It was in the down position, indicating 
he was on his reserve. At that moment, 
my breathing started to grow difficult, 
and | put my reserve into action. Wally 
noticed, and we decided to move into 
shallower water. 

Being in around the rocks again, we 
started spotting line, anchors, hooks, and 
weights. We also stumbled on a_ badly 
damaged tackle box, which we left. The 
bottom littered with rags, paper, 
soda bottles and beer cans. This is really 
a pathetic situation. A hundred yards 
from the shore line of the lake, the fish 
are abundant and the bottom vegetated. 
Yet within fifty yards of shore, vegeta- 
tion aside from moss is a rare and sel- 
dom seen thing. Fishing is usually poor, 
both for the line angler and the sub- 
merged fisherman. Skin divers are in- 
vitably blamed for scaring off the fish. 
They just don’t seem to understand that 
by throwing all this junk in the water 
they are spoiling the fishing for them- 
selves. It's hard to convince these fel- 
lows, but by showing them photographic 
proof of the above mentioned, listening 
to their complaints, and explaining our 
aims in diving. I believe the problem 
of “fisherman education” can be licked. 

It was time to leave the water. My 
air supply was very low, and Wally was 
already on his way to the surface. Top- 
side, the weather hadn't changed much. 
The wind had died down, but the sun 
still couldn't find a hole in the clouds 
to shine for a straight five minutes. We 
didn’t complain. 

We had a perfect day. >a» 
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TOSSA 
UNDERWATER 
CENTER 


This Center offers you the unique privi- 
lege of diving in the clear waters of the 
Mediterranean Sea, in Tossa, one of the 
finest spots of the Costa Brava, Spain. 


With the help of our first-class divers, 
you will be able to visit the most marvelous 
underwater sites, explore coral caves, dive 
down rocky cliffs, admire the myriad beau- 
ties of the underwater world. 


We will provide you with lungs, masks, 
rubber fins and all the equipment necessary 
for diving. 


If you have never dived undersea, our in- 
structors will give you a complete training 
course in five or eight lessons. Our instruc- 
tors are first class divers, holding the best 
diving records in Spain. They are specially 
trained for teaching diving and ushering 
pupils. 


A certificate will be issued at the end of 
the training course, if all the tests are satis- 
factorily made by the pupil. (Ist class Cer- 


tificate for the eight lessons course; 2nd 
class Certificate for the followers of the 
five lessons course.) Before starting a course, 
a medical examination will be made. 

Dive with us in the blue Mediterranean 
waters! 

Please make your inquiries in the UN- 


DERWATER CENTER, Baftos Claudi, Playa 
de Tossa, Costa Brava (Spain), or write to 
Roca y Batilo, 6, Barcelona (Spain). 


The case 
you can’t dismiss 


SEAHAWK 
HIGH-QUALITY, LOW-PRICED 
UNDERWATER CAMERA CASES 





MARK II for Argus C-3 $ 69.95 
MARK III for Argus C-4 $ 79.95 
MARK Ill for the Leica $ 99.95 
MARK Ill for Contax $109.95 





Check These Features 
® Anodized to resist corrosion 
® Outside controls for film wind & lock, 
shutter release & cock. 
® Precision designed & machined. 


Port that 


® Tested & guaranteed to 150 feet. 


accepts flash adapter. 


WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE 


SEAHAWK PRODUCTS 
Box 1157, Dept. 2, Coral Gables, Fla. 




















( ourlius PORTABLE HIGH PRESSURE 
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AIR COMPRESSORS 





David C. Parks, representative of Cummins Diese! Export Corporation in the Middie East, is well 


qualified to comment on the reliability of 


Cornelius Compressors. He has a high regard for the 


quality of Cornelius products based on actual experience in mony locations. 
Mr. Parks is shown here with his Jordanian boatman on a recent trip to the 





Model 130R1411 


2.5 H.P., 4 Cycle Gasoline Engine 
2 CFM, 3,000 PSI. Weight 81 Ibs. 


Gulf of Aquaba. 

Dependability, portability, ease of operation and effi- 
cient performance are ao few of the many feotures Mr. 
Parks rates as ‘‘tops'’. These and many more are built 
into every one of the five models available. For 
**country-fresh"’, pure air for your skindiving needs 
always depend on a Cornelius compressor. Ask for a 
demonstration at your sporting goods or marine dealer 
or write for free catalog. 


THE 
é 


CUYD. 


Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 

















Fill Your 
OWN 


Diving Tanks 





. with the Model 32R300 compressor. Pumps up to 3000 P.S.I. All 
new parts. New Model 32R300 converted surplus Cornelius compressor, 
Model 48 Cornelius surplus air filter and moisture trap. All steel copper- 
tone stand with carrying handle. Combination filler gauge and connector, 
has automatic built in pressure shut-off switch. Complete—ready to fill 
your diving tank, only $179.50. 





New 32R300 Compressors... $75 Kit form, assemble -it- yourself, com- 
Used 32R300 Compressors ................$55 plete less motor, $149.50 F.O.B. El- 
New Surplus Cornelius Filters........... $10 dridge, North Dakota. 

















Money back guarantee if not satisfied and returned within ten days. 


Send check or money order to: 


A. A. WOLFF Eldridge 


Eldridge, No. Dakota 











EDCO SUITS 
--- Every Body 


The Original Foam Neoprene Suit 
SOFT, WARM, COMFORTABLE 
Designed By A Well-Known Scientist-Skin Diver 


Used by the Navy and by Oceanographers all 
over the world. 


A PROVEN, TESTED, RELIABLE PRODUCT 


Can be put on like a sweater—so elastic that 
zippers aren’t needed. Snug, smooth fit—like a 
second skin—allows complete freedom of move- 
ment. 


Wide variety of models—from $35.00 up. Heavy 
Duty suits for icy water, Full Face Hood for com- 
plete head protection. Shirts for water skiing. 
Full and short suits for men, women and juniors. 


Available at your dealers or write 


NGINEERING 
EVELOPMENT 
ORPORATION 




















|oqum 


305 American Trust Company Building 
Berkeley 4, California 
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The Official Roster of Skin Diving Clubs is be. 
ing maintained by Skin Diver Magazine and 
will again be published in the magazine ino 
future issue. Club Secretaries are inviied to 
send the name and address of all new clubs 
as well of any change of address for eisting 
clubs. Skin Diver Magazine will furnish co sam- 
ple Constitution for beginning clubs on re quest. 


Lexington, Kentucky .. . 
“MERMEN OF KENTUCKY” 
By Estill “_yons 

Mr. Bill Bryant, Jr., a professional photog- 
rapher, and newest member to “The Mer- 
men,” proved his merit and received much 
publicity and praise from The Kentucky De- 
partment of Game and Fish for a job well 
done. 

The Department of Game & Fish was con- 
ducting a program of elimination of undesir- 
able fish in Herrington Lake. During a wind 
storm a barrel of highly concentrate fish 
poison was lost over-board. Several divers 
tried for months to locate and recovei this 
barrel with no success. 

The nearby fishing resort was frantic, be- 
cause in a few short months the barrel would 
rust and the poison would escape and kill all 
the fish in his area for several years to come. 

Mr. Bryant located the barrel, which was 
lodged in the middle of a fish shelter. With 
great difficulty he managed to tie a rope 
around it and assist in its removal. + 


Rochester, New York .. . 
FINGER LAKE FATHOMERS 
By Don Wadams 

The Fathomers hold meetings every Thurs- 
day evening starting at 7:30 at the Rochester 
Brooks Gun Club on East Henrietta Road. 
Meetings are open to anyone interested. 

The Fathomers have been diving on wrecks 
all summer, including the Sir Robert Peel, 
a luxury steamer which sank in 1838 at a 
depth of 130 feet. Underwater lights were 4 
necessity. We also found that the Peel was 
not where it was supposed to be. Most of 
the club members have explored the wreck 
quite thoroughly, including a 100 yard radius 
of the Peel. At least eleven other wrecks have 
been explored in the St. Lawrence River alone 
by the Fathomers. Some of us like to dive 
in Lake Champlain as there are several British 
war ships that lie on the bottom, not too 
deep for Scuba. 

At Skaneateles Lake August 10th several 
diving clubs from New York and Canada 
competed in a treasure hunt sponsored by 
the Syracuse Aqua Kings. It was a bad day 
and visibility was poor, even so we won 10 
of the trophies. 

Three (3) outboard motors were purchased 
by our club to pull our under water sleds 
for faster exploration. Next is a depth re 
corder then an amphibious duck. 

Anyone wishing to contact us the address 
is: Finger Lake Fathomers c/o Don Wadams, 
407 Phymouth Ave South, Rochester 8, New 
York. >=» 
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— eld, Mass. .. . Torrance, California .. . 
MASSACHUSETTS SEA LIONS AQUA GHOSTS 
1s Be Pat a By Bob Gilmore E M 5B L E MS 
This has been a very busy year for us, Fishing has been rather slow because of 
our membership has grown to 70 members several new but very active members. How- E MR RO i D E RE D 
over half with lungs and suits. The members’ ever several large sheepshead have been 
have spent the summer diving in most of the speared as well as considerable buttermouth, Gueronteed fest color, for 
large lakes of New England, New York State opaleye, and large calico off the San Pedro wear on swim suits, sweat- 
and off = coast of Rhode Island. Our fa- breakwater. A recent trip to Catalina was ers, jackets, etc. Perfect 
yorite fresh water spots are Lakes Sunapee enjoyed by several members who bagged for clubs and grou f all 
and Winnipesaukee in New Hampshire and _ three large calico, and everyone limited on : . 0 a ms 
Lake George in New York. The members abs. oe — ~ . 
have brought up a quantity of coins and Last weeks trip to the Pedro breakwater and up . . Write for infor- 
other valuables, and have found three old found our Pres. Jerry looking for trouble mation and also ask about 
ships one of which we plan to raise next and he found it in a five foot moray eel our multi-colored club 
) year. We are also going to bring up two which he boated. Saniel' ul 
old anchors, one in the ocean with very odd Our annual family beach party was held ee 
markings on it. at Cabrillo Beach. A ball was had by all 
- We have adopted the Divers Flag as our including all of the small prospective divers. Rogers Emblem Mfg. Co. 
official diving flag, and are planning a winter Address membership and inquiries to R. E. : 
ubs s be- of safety instruction and several dives Gilmore 1727 W. 234th St., Torrance, Cali- — = — eee 
zine and through the ice. > fornia. >» ee 7 - 
IZzin ing 
sail : Vancouver, Canada... 
> one VANCOUVER SUB AQUATIC CLUB ; , , 
mtn vexee | Christmas Gift S stions 
h ‘ y cKenzie 
. . ir We have a well diversified group including rls ma l ug e ton 
‘ scuba divers, photographers and spearfishing F th ki di ° f il 
enthusiasts. We have forty-six members in- 
Y” cluding veterans, students and a few women. or e s in iver in your ami y 
| (We welcome any new divers—contact Gino . . . 
ti Lyons Gemma at G1-0126-R). * Aqua-Lungs with 70 cu. WE HAVE EVERYTHING * Special prices on 
al photog- Gino and Romaine Zacharias have designed ft. tanks from $74.95 FOR SKIN DIVING! rubber suits for 
The Mer- a flag (36” square—12” of red on top—12” * Complete selection of CHECK WITH US FOR the month of Dec. 
ved much § of wiite in the middle and 12” on the books including ‘The © Divi tch 
tucky De- bottom) to be flown while diving. Unfortu- Cc | G g ” HARD TO GET ITEMS. —s —— 
| job well nately this flag seems to be a signal flag of ompleat Goggler and jewelry. 
Canadian Fisheries so we are going to use 
| was con § the American diving flag. AR 
f undesir- The clubs in B.C, have formed the British Cc ISTMAS GIFT CERTIFICATES 
ng a wind Columbia council of diving. The duty of the U, if S Sv, 
rated fish council is to promote safety and inter-club n erwater port op Phone GE 3-7575 
ral livers activities. We must congratulate the sporting 
cove: this goods dealers in not selling equipment to un- 5914 E. 2nd Street Long Beach 3, California 
trained divers. >» 
rantic, be- 
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ADMIRAL 


DEPTH GAUGE 





ADMIRAL DEPTH GAUGE—A German im- 
port. The finest bourdon tube depth gauge 
of its type with 5 ft. markings to 250 ft. 
Solid brass housing with a bright chrome 


finish. Luminous $9.95 


dial and hand. List 
MAXIMUM DEPTH INDICATOR ATTACH- 
MENT—Tells you accurately how deep you 
have gone and remains fixed until re- 
turned back to O position. Ideal for 


taking sounding $1 95 


prior to diving. List 
COMPASS ATTACHMENT—Liquid compass 


housed in sturdy 

plexiglass List $4.95 
ADMIRAL DEPTH GAUGE— 

With both 

attachments. List $16.50 


Dealer and Jobber Inquiries Invited 


vel ici) Baek 


1121 North Broadway Yonkers, N.Y. 


















Salesman Wanted 


Territory: Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, In- 
diana and Western Michigan. Base in Chi- 
cago area. Full time sales and promotion. 
i y benefits. 





Salary plus « i » comp 


Excellent opportunity for experienced Aqua 
Lung Diver with some business experience. 
Write qualifications to: 


HARRY RICE, Sa'es Manager 
U. S. DIVERS CO. 

11201 W. Pico Bivd. 

Los Angeles 64, California 








Seattle, Washington .. . 


NOR’WEST DIVERS 
By Anthony J. Nathe 

The Club wishes to congratulate the follow- 
ing divers as new members who have been 
voted into the club recently. They are as fol- 
lows: Sam Setter, Bob Lind, Al Lindsley, John 
Seamen and Louis Nelson. They have all com- 
pleted the regulation rules to gain entrance to 
the club. 

Diving Cruise was made up to Seabeck, 
in the Hoods Canal by eight members of the 
club. Weather was somewhat rainy, but just 
the same, Louis Nelson came out of the 
water with a 45 pound Ling-cod, which he 
shot while diving. So far it is the heaviest 
fish caught in the Club Spearfishing Contest 
for a Trophy, which is being held within the 
club. I have never seen Louis come out of the 
water without a fish. The diving in the Hoods 
Canal was very good. ~» 


Baltimore, Maryland .. . 
CHESAPEAKE MARINERS 
By Eddie Carson 

With the warm weather now behind us, 
the Mariners are looking toward a busy win- 
ter season. On October second we began our 
weekly treks to the brand new pool of South- 
ern High School. We are allowed two hours 
every Wednesday night from seven until nine 
P.M. During this time we learn new methods 
of rescue work and also practice the old. 

We try to get everyone to learn and use 
hand signals. We also found that this is the 
best time of year to begin teaching some of 
the “chips off the old block” the basic funda- 
mentals of the mask, snorkel and flippers. 

On October third we began our class in 
skin diving at the YMCA. We were asked 
by the Y if the club would be interested and 
we decided that this would be an excellent 
opportunity, not only to teach skin diving, 
but also to impress on these youngsters the 
great importance of water safety. 

In late September one of our members, 
Ed Koetting, Jr. and his pretty bride, Frieda, 
spent a two week honeymoon at the Florida 
Keys. After hearing how great the diving 
is there some of the boys began to organize 
a return visit in February. 


Corona del Mar, California 
NEWPORT HARBOR SUBMARINERS 
By Barbara Silzle 
October 28 wound up a final decision for 
our team to compete in next year's prelim- 
inary competitions. The guys showed more 
enthusiasm for this competition than ever 
before. It was so close in some instances that 
it was difficult to determine winners. Accurate 
time and measuring helped in this decision. 
The winners are as follows: Alton Wood, 
Walt Floyd, Don Richards and Ron Merker 
as alternate with Brad Olson and Bill Silzle 
within ounces, 
We found having a club family fish fry 
on the beach helped eliminate some of the 
problems of what to do with the fisn. ~» 


Los Angeles, Calif... . 

AQUA DEVILS 

By Raymond 

_ The last few months have proven the bus. 
iest yet in the Aqua Devils’ history. Trips to 
Guaymas, Kino Bay, the Monterey Peninsula, 
and Punta Cabras in Baja California (site of 
the wreck of the Tampico) have kept mem. 
bers busy between charter trips to Catalina 
and the monthly get-togethers. 

Guaymas yielded only 10-12 pounders and 
meny, many of those strangely colored Gulf 
lobsters. Kino Bay was even hotter, and the 
trip was declared worth repeating when next 
spring rolls around. Punta Cabras’ water 
was quite cool—temp. 50°. Diving was great. 
however, with one diver getting 11 !obster 
in half an hour! 

To make sure the club stays good and ac. 
tive we’re having a membership drive through 
Jan. 1958, and we're going ahead with plans 
for a bigger and better luau in '58 (Bill Bray 
is chairman), for dives to other of the chan- 
nel islands (giving Catalina a rest), fo: ou 
fresh water dive, for our award banque’, for 
another trip to Baja, California, anc for 
plenty of winter diving. We'd like to extend 
an invitation to interested divers to join us. 
Write or phone Jim High, president, ‘4 §. 
Ramona, Monterey Park, ATlantic 2-985}. = 


Bucksport, Maine .. . 
BLUE CONTINENTAL MERMAI) 
SKIN-DIVING CLUB 
By Sandra F. Jolinson 

A combined meeting of the Blue (€ onti- 
nental Mermaid and Blue Continenta! Ex- 
plorers Clubs was held and it was decided 
to give a demonstration of the correc! use 
of the lung and of the other equipment used 
in skin diving. This demonstration was held 
at the Bucksport Swimming Pool. It was a 
very successful meet and a large crowd 
turned out to watch us perform. About five 
Mermaids and Five Explorers participated in 
the meet. 

The Girls are thinking about holding an- 
other rummage sale, as our last one was 
successful, in order to raise the rest of the 
money for the club lung. ~» 


Chicago, Illinois . . . 
CHICAGO FROGMEN 
By Robert Hil 

Dr. Raymond Marcus has been appointed 
by the head of Underwater Civil Defense 
operations in Cook County as the Coordi- 
nating Director for Civil Defense Units of 
the South Side of Chicago. Congratulations, 
Ray. 

Our club, along with many other clubs 
from the Chicagoland area, took part in the 
recent mass dives at Montrose Harbor in 
search of possible clues in the torso killing 
of a fifteen year old Chicago girl. 

The water is beginning to cool off in Lake 
Michigan and it feels like it is a rubber suit 
season again. By the way, when is someone 
going to invent a comfortable rubber suit? 











9642 East Artesia 
Bellflower, California 








se dance om ca 
FALCON MARINE 


(ASSOCIATE OF DOLPHIN ENTERPRISES) 


The Falcon is here! 


COMPLETELY NEW PRINCIPLE 


WILL BE AVAILABLE TO 
JOBBERS AND DEALERS 






Ist—Rifle-Pistol combination speargun! 

Ist—Multiple shot speargun from one cartridge, 
with tremendous power! 

Ist—Self-propelled rocket spearshaft! 

Ist—Speargun with a finish harder than chrome, 
will not corrode! 

I1st—Gas operated speargun so compact, so light, 
and so well balanced! 
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Trenton, New Jersey . . 
TRENTON UNDERWATER CLUB 
By Ralph E. Thomas 

New officers elected by the Trenton Under- 
water Club are (l-r) Thad Harry, John Jer- 
pack, Andre Toner (President), Bob Shinkle 
and Jean Zelinski. 

Outings during the summer were held at 
Pittsfield, Mass., Twin Lakes, Crystal Lake 
and Lake Wallenpaupack, Penna., Franklin 
Quarry and Ortley Beach, New Jersey. 

Much of the enjoyment on the outings can 
be attributed to the compressor and boat 
owned by Ted McConnell who unselfishly do- 
nated them for club use. 





Anyone in the Lower Bucks County-Trent- 
i interested in skin 


on ar and Scuba diving 
may contact the club at the Trenton 
Y.M.C.A. Our meetings are held on the 
first and third Fridays of the month at 7:30 
P.M. -=> 


Westminster, Colorado . . . 
HI-LO DIVING CLUB 
By Kenny Fick 

Our Hi-Lo Diving Club was organized last 
spring. The qualifications differ from the 
Mile-High club in Denver in that all male 
members must be over 30 years old. We are 
proud of our club as we are equipped to the 
ears. We have built two compressors, two 
powered submarines, plus many smaller items 
this year and plan more for the winter 
months. The next project is an 18 foot in- 
board cruiser equipped for diving. 

None of our members are well-to-do and 
none have more than $300 invested in equip- 
ment so far. Making our own gear has added 
a great deal of satisfaction to success. 

Our favorite lake is Grand Lake (about 
100 miles from Denver). Spearfishing has been 
excellent with the writer taking about 100 
large cold water suckers last trip. 

We have found that the most thrilling dives 
are not in lakes but in the Colorado River, 
Elk River and Taylor River. The visibility 
is about 30 feet in these clear rivers with 
water temperatures about 45°. We select a 
stretch of river where the channels are deep 
and have washed out caverns under ledges. 
The current changes constantly and requires 
maneuvering, especially while spearfishing. We 
usually select a stretch of river at least one 
mile in length, have someone drop us off, and 
pick us up again down stream. 

The trout are thick as flies and so tame 
you can touch them. A lung must be used 
however as the fish do “spook”’ if you snorkel 
the surface. ~» 








SKIN DIVER MAGAZINE 
Lynwood, California 


1-yr. $3 2-yr. $5 5-yr. $10 
$4 one year, outside U.S. Postal Zones 
I enclose $__________ for -_____ years subscription. 























SAMPSON —the gun that has made world records ... 


FUNNEL LOADING 
THUMB SAFETY 
FLUSHING PORT 
TWIN LINE RELEASESW= 
FOR POWERHEAD USE. 


SAMPSON 


PROFESSIOP AL 
UNDERWA" : 
CAMERA HOUSINGS | 







Christmas Special $3/.50 
Tri-Barb Det. Head... $5.50 
Shafts $4.00 


Made of High Grade 
Material 


SAMPSON 
MACHINE 
WORKS 


1604 NEWPORT BLVD. 







Designed for the Bell & 

Howell 16 G&G 35 MM COSTA MESA, 

100’ roll camera-. CALIFORNIA 
Used by Fish & Game, Navy and many of our top Cameramen. 





WRITE FOR RESERVATIONS & RATES: 
LA PAZ B.C., MEXICO 








LA PAZ 


BAJA CALIFORNIA, MEXICO 


ROUND TRIP ‘70 33 
from TIJUANA TAX 


LA PAZ — LORETO 
LAS CRUCES — BUENA VISTA 
* 
see YOUR TRAVEL AGENT or 


Trane 
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mar de 
SCHEDULED AIRLINE 


cnr 6 MA 6-6663 


TE 418 « 





(OS ANGELES 14. CALIF 





Smali boats 10 and 25 H.P. motors $2.50 and 
$3.00 per hour. Less 25% to SKIN DIVERS. 
Cruisers are now available until further notice for 
as low as $37.50 to $45.00 per day. 


PLEASE SEND INFORMATION ON FLIGHT 
SCHEDULES, RATES AND LITERATURE 


TRANS MAR de CORTES Airlines 


Calle Esquerro No. 30 
La Paz, B. C. Mexico 


\ NAME ; : 
La Paz. ‘ 
ADDRESS A ee . 


cITY_ STATE 


Round Trip From Juarez $64.32 
Round Trip From Guaymas $26.04 
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FENJOHN 


Company, Inc. 
90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Pa. 












The most popular 
“Make-It-Yourself"”’ 
suit kit 


$29.95 


The warmest 
Most comfortable 
and swimable suit 

—excellent in 
waters down to 
45°—recommend 
mittens and socks 
when water is 
below 60°. 


obtain- 


materials 
able, soft type non-connecting cell Neo- 
prene, four non-corrosive zippers, seam 


Complete with best 


material, cement, patterns and direc- 
tions. New easy to follow directions 
and patterns. Anyone can make a svit 
now! 
. o 7. 

We like and recommend the world's 
easiest breathing lung—the new 
IY a cchnaciarhad cba altucionivanial $160.00 


Dealers Inquiries Invited 
Free Catalog 


PITTI 







Ashiya, Japan... 
KYUSHU SENSUIFU SKIN DIVERS 
By S/sgt. Joe Brooke 

The water is starting to cool a bit and 
divers are starting to don underwater exposure 
suits. The water temperature gets down to 
a cool 45 to 50 degrees in the middle of the 
winter so the divers will need suits until late 
April or early May. The fishing is getting 
better with the coming of the cool water. 
The larger fish seem to be moving into the 
warmer shallow water from the deep channels 
between the islands. 

The club has lost several members this fall 
due to rotation stateside. Included among 
those who rotated was our club founder, 
S/sgt. Don Arnest. Some lucky club will gain 
a fine and enthusiastic member. 

Special Services have relaunched the Kitty 
Hawk, a 33 foot power launch. The club has 
access to the Kitty Hawk so we will continue 
to have weekend trips during the winter 
months when the Japanese boats are busy 
fishing. >» 


Toronto, Canada... 


UNDERWATER CLUB OF CANADA 
By C. B. Davis 


Another successful season of summer div- 
ing in the Haliburton and Georgian Bay areas 
has been completed and we are once again 
concentrating on our winter training pro- 
gram of lectures and scuba classes. 

This year we plan to have several of our 
members qualify in Red Cross Water Safety 
and St. John’s Ambulance First Aid so that 
they can instruct our other members, adding 
an emphasis on underwater safety. 

Further plans include a Christmas banquet 
for Club members and their friends on De- 
cember 7, 1957, at which time Club motion 
pictures will be shown and trophy and crest 
awards will be made. >» 


CHRISTMAS SPECIALS 





COMPASS DEPTH GAUGE 
Bowrdon principle 
depth gauge com- 
bined with a liquid 
filled compass. Ex- 
tra luminous, rug- 

and extremely accurate. 

Non cerrosive nickle plated 

brass case with heavy duty 

wrist band. 
Reg. $19.95 — Save + 00 

200 ft. Neptune . . . $12.95 tive 




















ged, 


ment. 
hands, 





WET SUIT KIT 
Furnished complete directions, 


UNDERWATER WATCHES 


Ultra luminous dial and 
stainless 
proof band swaent, yet attrac- 
$26. 
Famous Make, Self-Wind 64.95* 
*Plus 10% Fed. Tax. enn 


TIE PIN & CUFF LINK SET 


New 100 fath- 
om watch with 
full one year 
guarantee. |m- 
proved ULTRA- 
SONIC move- 
Finely detailed, silver or gold 
finish. Double tank diver with 
torpedo type camera set. Plush 
95* gift box. Set $4.95. Tiepin 
only $2.50 Fed. Tax Incl. 


case, water- 








patterns, glue, seam material 
and enough neoprene and zip- 
pers for shirt, pants, hood and 
even boots. 


Regular $29.95, now 



























$19.95 


UNDERWATER FLASH LIGHTS 
3 cell rubber 

2 cell plastic 

Navy type metal 








CAMERA HOUSINGS 
Argus C3, Metal 
Leica, Metal . 
Lightmeter 


make 


Other housings at special prices. 





Complete Line of Dry Suits 


NAVY 2-STAGE UNIT 


——F si 





Navy Approved Famous 
regulator. 
with non return mouthpiece, 
latest 1957 model reg. $80 
Spec. $62.95 


Tee GUN CLEARANCE 

fh) World famous Arbalete 

type guns at a terrific 

savings. Gun floats after 

spear is fired; pin handle 

and spring clip line re- 

lease. Corrosion resistant, 

new improved rubber 
slings. 


$24.95 Deluxe as shown 
$ 


now 


3% $19.95 Standard 2 otniie 
now ----$14.95 


$17.50 Junior 2 praia 
now . $12.95 


40 SHOT CO, GUN 


Complete 















FAMOUS MAKE REGULATOR 
TOP QUALITY SINGLE STAGE 


ALL TANKS AT SPECIAL PRICES 


CHRISTMAS 
SPECIAL $325° 









$65 VALUE $39.95 
SPECIAL CLUB SAVING PLAN 








COMPLETE HUNTING DEPT. 
WRITE FOR SPECIAL PRICES 





Complete Line of Accessories 
















NORTHILL REGULATORS 
IN STOCK 


Tanks Filled 
While uWait 


DACOR REGULATORS 
IN ST a 





160-09 JAMAICA — 


SCUBA REGULATORS 
IN STOCK 


Cenirol Pays 





The Freight 
32, L. SCOTT HYDRO-PAKS 
9.5772, IN STOCK 








St. Louis (Mo.) Club members Craig and Lloyd 
Thurmann, Bud Ackerman and John Angel 
gather near a stolen car they have retrieved 
from a quarry in North St. Louis. The St. Louis 
Club makes its headquarters at 4207 
Humphrey, St. Louis, Mo. 


Torrington, Connecticut .. . 
NORWESCON SKIN DIVERS 
By Jack Hricko 

Since its recent incorporation into the Tor- 
rington YMCA, the Norwescon club has been 
quite active. A new constitution is in the pro- 
cess of being drawn up to more closely par- 
allel “Y” standards and permanent clubrooms 
and recreational facilities have been acquired 
at the Y. 

At an impressive ceremony held at Civil 
Defense headquarters the club was sworn in 
as an official organ of CD. 

Two outstanding local citizens were made 
honorary members of Norwescon — Renny 
Belli, local YMCA director, for his help and 
encouragement in starting and promoting the 
club, and Arlene Yaple, AP correspondent, 
for her outstanding help in publicizing and 
encouraging organized skin diving in Con- 
necticut. It is through people like this that 
organized diving is getting some of the recog- 
nition it rightfully deserves. >» 


Fort Lauderdale, Florida . . . 
ATLANTIC AQUA ANGLERS 
By Keith Cona 

Our club, Atlantic Aqua Anglers (or the 
AAA as we call it) is located at 831 S.W. 
27th Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. We 
would like to correspond with other clubs in 
the vicinity. 

At the present time our club membership 
is increasing, all of the members are under 
sixteen years of age. We all free dive and 
the most popular places in this area are the 
reefs and jetties. Good luck has prevailed this 
past summer as we have taken many fish 
in the eight to. nine pound category and have 
decked some fair sized moray eels. >=» 


Los Angeles, Calif... . 
“FATHOMIERS” 
By Edward Gulley 

Being organized for a short nine months, 
we would like to report our club is coming 
along fine. Although our team didn’t qualify 
for the second elimination for P.C.C., we 
thought the meet at Salt Creek was well man- 
aged and organized. The experience was help- 
ful and we hope to have a team participating 
again next year. 

The main event of our last meeting was 
the presentation of the semi-annual trophies. 
Our president, Al Schuck, presented Howard 
Conrad with three trophies, one for the largest 
fish, largest abalone, and the menthly pet- 
petual trophy for the largest fish taken at 
the last club diving meet. 

Our last inter-club diving meet was held 
at Laguna, and a sight not too familiar along 
the coast any more was Al Schuck’s 21 pound 
Sheepshead which won him the perpetual 
trophy for this month. >» 
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John Q. Burch 


1584 W. Vernon Ave. 
Los Angeles 62, Calif. 


We carry in stock hundreds of the 
best books on skin diving, and 
frequently publish lists of litera- 
ture on fishes, and all branches 
of marine biology, as well as 
other fields of natural science. 


However, we will be pleased to 
have your order for any available 
new book on any subject. If we 
do not have it, be assured that 
we will get it and send it to you 
with the least possible delay. 


No postage charges on books— 
publishers prices. 


We pay fair wholesale prices for 
specimen sea shells, and parcels 
arrive almost daily from one or 
more of our host of correspond- 
ents scattered around the globe. 
Lists of new shells are published 
and mailed almost monthly. 








Wanta be a better diver ? 


try... GYM “N” SWIM 


; to increase your endurance and 
stamina thru daily exercise. Let us help 
you trim down, enlarge your chest ca- 
pacity and breath-holding ability, with 
our special breathing exercises. 
Our facilities include .. . 

A large swimming pool—Complete gym 
—Reducing equipment 
—Steam Room— 

—Showers and lock- 
ers—Trained body- 

building instructors 









Managed by Bill Brinkley 


GYM “N” SWIM 


4500 E. Firestone Phone LO. 7-9127 


California 








Southgate 


— 
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Stoneham, Mass. .. . 
BAY STATE AQUA CLUB 
By Gerald F. Comeau 

On September 7, Dante Tuccero and Jerry 
Comeau of this club made a trip out to a 
sunken U.S. Navy four stacker destroyer 
which sank off Westport, Mass. The boys 
were the guests of the Fairhaven Whalers 
Skin Diving Club. 

Dante was the only one to see the wreck 
however, as Jerry became seasick from the 
action of the boat riding the three to five 
foot swells. 

Dante, Jerry and Tommy Sullivan made a 
couple of dives to the oil tanker “Chelsea” 
which sank off Rockport, Mass. A piece of 
high pressure hose, a small table model radio, 
and a cover to one of the portside hatches 
were brought up for souvenirs. 

This summer coming (1958) we plan on 
making trips out into Boston Harbor to 
search for some of the many wrecks of ships 
that have gone down around there. 

So far, so good in our attempt to raise suf- 
ficient funds to rent a booth at the 1958 New 
England Sportsmen’s Show in Boston. We are 
counting on the sale of chance books to do 
it, and to date the returns are promising. ~~» 


Hartford, Conn. .. . 
SEA DEVIL’S 

By Tony Cassano 
At a recent Fire Chief’s convention held 
here in Connecticut, Will Jacobs gave a very 
informative talk on the scuba’s part in civil 
emergencies. Most of the chiefs were very 
interested and requested further and more de- 


fined information—Will will try to please 
them all. Bob Richman is giving talks to 
different Boy Scout troops in the vicinity 


and thanks to the many good photographers 
in our club he has a few pretty fair films to 
show. Mentioning Photographers I cannot 
hold back the fact that we have just voted 
into the Sea Devils one of the East’s top 
underwater photographers. Welcome Charley 
Vendetti. Charley is not only a good pho- 
tographer but he is also a very promising 
diver and spearfisherman. I watched him 
very carefully while he went through his 
screening period—this is a period in which 
all the members of the club get to know 
the prospective member before they vote on 
him. He handled himself very well beneath 
the surface and even managed to get him- 
self a nice fat seven pound tautog first 
shot. >» 


Monterey Park, California .. . 
sO. CAL. CORMORANTS 
By Terry Lentz 

Our progress and diving prowess have in- 
creased tremendously since our origin in 
February of 1956. We have evolved from 
bathing suits to dry suits to warm, comfort- 
able wet suits; from hand or “pole” spears, 
to arbaletes, to extremely powerful ‘“Proda- 
noevich” guns and back to arbaletes (for com- 
petition); from a diving duration of 15 sec- 
onds in 15 feet of water to 50-70 seconds at 
depths in excess of 40 feet. 

We believe that nothing takes the place 
of inter-club competition in improving our 
club and individual divers. Our eleven mem- 
bers have an average age of 21 years, con- 
seouently we have more than our share of 
physical strength and stamina. However, due 
to our relative inexperience and comparative 
tender age, we are short on the most impor- 
tant facet of competition diving; practical 
competitive experience. 

In our fourth competitive meet, the Pa- 
cic Coast Championships, our team of 
Ralph Avandano, Steve Brailo, and Terry 
Lentz placed sixth. This placing was an im- 
provement of ten notches over the regional 
eliminations a month prior. 

Address correspondence to Terry Lentz, 
323 No. Ynez Ave., Monterey Park, Calif. >» 







RATE: 10c A WORD 
PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY 
COPY BEFORE 

DATE, FIRST OF THE MONTH 


FOREIGN DIVERS—I will pay top prices 
for any of the rarer Cowries or Cones. 
Want quality not quantity. Contact: 
Lloyd E. Berry, 846 West 42nd Place, 
Los Angeles 37, California. 


FOREIGN & DOMESTIC divers wishing to 
gather shells commercially, contact: Nep- 


tune’s Shell Mart, 5602 34th St. N., 
St. Petersburg, Flo. 
FOREIGN DIVERS—Send me your rare 


shells, especially volutes and cones—pay 
you cash—subscription to this magazine— 
diving equipment. Write: R. O. Stotter, 
Imperial Beach, Calif. 


JOHN Q. BURCH, Importer and Dealer in 
Notural History Books and Specimen 
Shells. Concholegy, Ornithology, Entomo- 
logy, Ichthyology, Herpetology, Mamma- 
logy, Biology, Botany, Geology. 1584 W. 
Vernon Ave., Los Angeles 62, Calif. Tele- 
phone AX 3-5710. 


SHELL COLLECTORS—wWe buy, sell and 
exchange World Wide Seashells. Interested 
in buying Shells with location where found 
(area, depth of water, etc.) We are 
dealers in Shells. Edward Dunav, 229 S. 
Sth Street, Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


WANTED—Sea shells. Specimens must be 
taken alive. Send list of available shells to: 
J. W. Miller, 1552 Miramar Drive, Balboa, 
California, U.S.A. 


WANTED to buy—pearl shell from divers. 
John Root, Box 182, W. Palm Beach, Fla. 


SHELLCRAFT ILLUSTRATED—Manual for 
making Shelicraft Jewelry, Necklaces, etc. 
IMustrations actual size. $1.00 postpaid. 
(No stamps) Our current list, WORLD- 
WIDE SHELLS sent free. Hollingsworth, 
Seffner, Florida. 


FOR SALE—WILLIAM H. WEEKS Shell 
Collection now being offered for sale. For 
free lists write: George E. Jacobs, 853 
Riverside Drive, New York 32, N. Y. 





4 by 
SK 3 Pa 
“Guy Gilpatric 


IN ORIGINAL BOOK FORM 
ORDER NOW — $5.00 





49 





Divers’ Bulletin Board 


RATE: Personal notices accepted only. No 





Commercials. 10c per word. Payment must 
accompany copy before closing date, first 
of month. 


FOR SALE—Wollman-Schmidt 35A Un- 
derwater housing for Memar Camera com- 
plete with flash and tunnel sight. $85.00. 
Doug Davidson, 1722 Maplewood, Flint 6, 
Mich. Phone CE 25254. 


FOR SALE—Sonar—Model D-120-P Port- 
able depth recorder. 6 volt self-contained 
rechargeable battery. New June 1957, 
used 3 times. Special plywood carrying 
case included. Regular $198.00—Express 
prepaid in U.S. $130.00. Send for pic- 
tures. Robot underwater camera case. For 
Royal “36” or smaller. New July 1957. 
Special plywood carrying case and lite 
meter jar included. $150.00 prepaid Ex- 
press in U.S. Send for pictures. Wm. R. 
Geister Jr., 100 Lawerence Ave., Elgin, Ill. 


FOR SALE—Voit double tanks, constant 
reserve, two stage reg. $150.00. Wet suit 
$35.00. Fins, masks, etc. Konrad Kuhn, 
108-13 221st, Queens Village, L.I., New 
York. Phone: HO-8-6833. 


FOR SALE—WILLIAM H. WEEKS Shell 
Collection now being offered for sale. For 
free lists write: George E. Jacobs, 853 
Riverside Drive, New York 32, N.Y. 


FOR SALE—Original 16mm Kodachrome 
footage for sale to highest bidder. Sharks, 
rays, huge fish, mantas, turtle, shell and 
deep water sea fan collecting. Write Her- 
bert T. Ward, Box 1285, Agana, Guam, 
M1. 


FOR SALE—Aqua-Lung 2 Stage, |! Hr. 
tank, medium wet suit, boots, fins, mask, 
weights, snorkel. Used $100.00. Albert 
J. Ryan, 1639 Ina Drive, Glendale, Calif. 
Phone: Citrus 4-1236. 


NEED CASH—A small personal notice in 
this column will cost you less than $1.50. 
Move that t to another 
diver and get ry much needed cash. 





FOR SALE—DESCO Dolphin deluxe lung. 
Two 38 cu. ft. tanks. Full face mask. All 
Chrome fittings. Cost $210.00, used three 
times. $115.00. Gerard Breyton, Box 111, 
Port Jefferson, L. |., New York. 





DIVING HEADQUARTERS OF AMERICA 
Ist ennual year’s end sale 
SEA-LANCE—with imported Italian 
detachable head na 
BARAKUDA—regulator by Drager 
of NN eA sti 
—. MASKS—impervious to sun 
red, green, G blue, neoprex 


$10.00 
$30.00 





wit 's ply safety glass, Imp. iItaly....$3.00 

AQUATIC FINS—Imp. Italy (black) 
ZY CSS $6.00 

SPEARFISHING G SKIN DIVING ON 

THE FLORIDA REEFS—by the late 

Hope Root, now out of print $1.00 
NOSE CLIPS—-imported Italian G 

German (Red G Biue)...._...... $0.25 
FINS—aodjustable, black rubber— 

Child size 3—? 1.50 

Gide dae 718 0. ..$2.50 
POLE GUNS—by DESCO, 8’ long 

collapsible aluminum tubing with 

stainiess steel detachable head.. $7.00 


Shipped le in the USA same day re- 
ceived. cash, check or M.O. to: 
THE FLORIDA FROGMAN 
9302 S. Dixie Hwy., Miami 56, Florida 
“My reputation is your guarantee” 














EAR KLEER 


A new nasal decongest- 
J i ant designed for the Un- 
? j derwater Diver, aviators 
or others subject to pres- 
sure changes. Makes 
“popping” the ears eas- 
ier by shrinking swollen 
membranes from colds, 
allergy, sinus, etc. 
Medically tested and ap- 
proved. Booklet on ‘’Pres- 
sure and the Ears” in- 
cluded with order. 





Dealer inquiries invited. 
ee ~ L. $1.50 


RESEARCH PRODUCTS 


PHARMACEUTICAL MFR 
P.O. Box 814 eaten, N.H. 








N For UNDERWATER SHUTTERBUGS 
“a WwW! = Proof Camera Case Control Gland 


Sy 
é SF 


FREE'' CAMERA CASE 
CONSTRUCTION HINTS 
WITH EACH ORD! eR. | 
MAIL ORDER ONLY 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO Dive RIE box 3445, Long Beas Cott, | 


Fon aa — nothing to adjust $9 
ompiene 
AND 

+ wage | 
ory 





* precision machined internal groeve for powtwe | 
seal 














Thermoprene Wet Suits & Kits 
by SEA-NYMPH 


Made of thick, warm, 
THERMOPRENE 


@ One or two piece with full 
zippers and hood 


@ Custom cut to your size 
or stock sizes 


@ Zippers pre-installed in 
kits 
@ All seams bevel cut for 
easy assembly 
Suits from $49.95 
Kits from $24.95 


Sea-Nymph Mfg. Co. 


10771 Leffingwell Rd. 
Norwalk, Calif. 
Phone UNiversity 3-3559 





Have you read 


“THE COMPLEAT GOGGLER” 


A small quantity of bound volumes are now 
available. This first book on early skin jiv- 
ing has long been a collector’s item ani is 
a real buy at: 


$5.00 P. P. from 


SKIN DIVER Magazine 
Lynwood, Calif., U.S.A. 





— 
— 





LEARN 
Commercial Deep Sea Diving 
The only Diving Training School, 
available to civilians in U.S. A <oe- 
cialized field. 13 weeks course, ex- 
ceptional earnings. Write for intor- 
mation: AL MIKALOW, Director 

. COASTAL SCHOOL OF DIVING 
8111 McArthur Bivd. Ookland, Calif. 











COLLAPSIBLE SALVAGE BAGS 
These bags can be used to any depth; with 
over 300 Ibs. lifting capac.ty. Heavy duty 
reinforced neoprene bags with nylon lift ng 
straps and non-corrosive release valve, easy 
handling, weighs only 31% Ibs., does away 
with bulky tanks. $10.00 eo. with complete 
instruction. 

C GS MARINE SALVAGE CO. 
4250 Torresdale Ave. Philadelphia 24, Pa. 


—_ 











BUY WITH EASE from mail order specialists 
ALL POPULAR NAME BRANDS 
Write for Underwater Catalogues 

@ LifeGard reusable life preserver @ Lungs 

® Duck Feet e Compleat Goggler . 

All accessories © Boat Trailer Rollers @ 

Cad Plated Rollers can be Bolted. Dealers in- 

vited. Send 25c¢ for trailer layout plans. 

NEWPORT DIVERS 
P. ©. Box 664, Newport Beach, California 











SKIN DIVING in the clear waters of the Ba- 
hamas and Caribbean, beautiful coral reefs, 
plenty of fish, treasure hunt in old wrecks 
Vacation on the WHITE SWAN 
Diesel sailing schooner, roomy accomrnoda- 


Boot equipped with 
lungs. 


tions for 6-8 people. 
three stage compressor for aqua 
Rates reasonable. 


CAPT. E. A. FOSTER, JR. 





2290 NW North River Dr. Miami, Florida 
7 








GOV'T SURPLUS~~—~~~-—_, 


DEEP WATER GEAR 


AND SHALLOW - WATER SPECIALTIES 
complete stocks — catalog 20c 


M & E MARINE SUPPLY CO. 


P.O. Box 601-H Camden 1, N. J. 




















Tremendous Saving! 
Ingersoll-Rand High-Pressure 


AIR COMPRESSORS 


© Wilt fill 37 es, tenk in 7 m 

* Rated 2000 PSI., 16 CFM. o 500 | RPM. 
° U.S. Air Force wane, 

* 3-stage Compressor, Model 3321. 





This compressor will pay for itself many 
times over with savings on tank refills. 
Requires 7.5 H.P. electric motor or Wis- 


consin VE-4 gasoline engine. 

List price $1160.00 
Now, while they last, 29500 
Ship. Wt. 400 Ibs. F.0.B. Chicago 





SPECIAL! — Brand new — War Surplus 
Wisconsin engines sold only with com- 
pressor. Reg. $412 — Now Only $212. 











HARRIS SUPPLY CO. 
(Regular Ingersoll-Rand dealer) 
1710 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
Phone WEbster 9-270 
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USED 


CORNELIUS COMPRESSORS 


PRESSURE TESTED TO 3000 PSI 


$60.00 
COMPLETE CORNELIUS AIR 
COMPRESSOR ASSEMBLIES 
$165.00 
OTHER COMPLETE AIR COMPRESSOR 


ASSEMBLIES WITH ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 
AS LOW AS $125.00 


AQUA PRODUCTS, INC. 


2005 Monroe St. 
Toledo, Ohio 


Become a subscriber to 


‘L‘Aventure.... 
Sous-Marine’ 


the French magazine of diving and spear- 
fishing. You will find in it the best under- 
photography taken throughout the 
world and all information concerning under 
water products used in Europe. Issued quar- 
terly. Price for 4 issues: $3.00 to be sent by 
check to “L’Aventure Sous-Marine’” 33 Rue 
de Rivoli, Paris, France. 


water 











MOLD WEIGHT BELTS! 


A cast aluminum, 3 part mold that will sup 
ply all your local clubs with professional 2 
pound weights. State slot width wanted, | 


inch or 1! inch. $10.00 


STAN SHELEY 
Skin Diving Equipment 
1801 Willow St., San Jose, Calif. 














SOLVE YOUR AIR PROBLEMS 


For di t we have Ingersoll- 
Rand, 3 ‘stove preted Charge your 
“Seventy” in 6 minutes to 2250 psi. 
These are no toys. Get a lifetime machine. 
“Have your installation engineered, com- 
plete plans furnished. We have extensive 
stock of hard to get high pressure vaives, 
fittings, tubing, etc. Write for details. 
McWHORTER ENGINEERING CO. 
P.O. Box 9014 ¢ Birmingham 9, Ala. 

















AQUA-LUNG « 
SCUBA « 


DACOR ¢ NORTHILL 
SALES * SERVICE * RENTA 
REPAIR © PARTS 


ELGIN DIVERS SUPPLY 
846 Seminole Drive, Elgin, Ill. 
Complete Line Underwater E cry 
DX TO DW CONVERSION COMPLET 4.95 


CERTIFIED PURE DIVING AIR 
OPEN EVENINGS AND SUNDAYS 


al 








[Time For Your Winter Check-Up 
Authorized 
AQUA-LUNG REGULATOR 
REPAIR SERVICE 
$5.00, plus parts 
AQUA-GUN COMPANY 
1121 N. Broadway * Yonkers, N.Y. 








Join Bahama Cruise 


140’ schooner sails from Miami to Bimini, 
Berry Islands, Nassau, Andros, Grand Baha- 
mas for 10 days. Sail, spearfish, treasure 
hunt in the world’s clearest waters. $150 
covers all expenses. CAPT. MIKE BURKE, 
P.O. Box 1051, Miami Beach 39, Florida. 








$5.95 CORNELIUS FILTER TANK $5.95 
Moisture separator, Surplus 
$5.95 ADAPTER $5.95 


Converts surplus Std. Oxy. tank valve to 
take Std. Diving Reg. Eliminates expensive 
civ. valves. One adaptor, sufficient; changes 
from tank to tank in seconds. 


. wer* DIVER SUPPLY 
7307 S.E. 76th Portiand 6, Oregon 

















Subscribe to... 


| TRITON 


Europe’s Leading Magazine Devoted 
to Underwater Activities 


TRITON is the official journal of the 
British Sub-Aqua Club, a national 
non-profit making organization to 
develop underwater exploration, sci- 
ence, photography and sport. 


TRITON covers fully all aspects of the 
fascinating sport of underwater swim- 
ming and spearfishing techniques, 
safety, equipment, photography and 
suitable waters. 


TRITON is writtten by leading inter- 
national scientists, experts and ex- 
plorers, and carries news of activities 
and developments throughout the 
world. 


TRITON also features undersea ex- 
ploration and development in_ its 
widest sense: marine biology, arch- 
aeology, and all the other sciences 
which are being applied to harness 
the vastness of the seas, and to ex- 
plore the last frontier. 





Remit $1.50 to cover 6 issues (1 yr.) to: 
TRITON Subscription Dept. 
16 Beverly Gardens 
London SW 13, England 








e AQUA — CAM e 


UNDERWATER rr CAMERA 


Ar>sz 





(Patented) 


Price $49.95 (Bat. Ex. $2.50) 


(Camera only $37.50—Flash gun only $12.50) 
® Proven cast a gaa construction for deep 
dives. Not p 
© Larger 21/,” Per ’BEW or Color Pictures. 
© Powerful te unit built into camera. 
© Removable reflector for non flash use. 
© Gun type sights for minimum parallax. 
© #5 or #25 bulb. #620 film. Pressure valve. 
Send check or M.O., or see your local dealer. 


Mir. E.E. PETERSEN Dist. 


7055 Eastondale, Dept. SD, Long Beach 5, Calif. 





SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 
Aqua-Lung, Scuba, Dacor & Northill 
Bel-Aqua, Carib, Pirelli 
and Wet Suits 
Certified Air Refills 
All Types Fins, Masks 


Complete Line of; 


and Guns 


Accessories 


* * 


Puget Sound Divers, Inc. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 
SEATTLE 9, WASHINGTON 











XMAS SPECIALS—Healthways Mariner's 200’ 
Depth Gauge & Compass—was $19.95, NOW 
$9.95 ppd. 100 FATHOM WATCH — was 
$54.95, NOW $27.50 ppd. Enclose check, 
M.O. No COD. Satisfaction Guaranteed 


HARVEY'S SPORTING GOODS CO. 
2944 Brighton 5th St. 
Bklyn 35, N.Y. SH 3-0054 














A Joy to Give 


; a 
TARE 


Food Crusade 


= 

















Every $1 sends 22 lbs. 
to the world's hungry 
thru CARE, New York 16 














Say your 


aekini9” 


with the . 


a wonderful gift 


y 
& , - f ‘> $ 
Vs j j 7 1 i YT fi ti ! 
for that underwater A VIL LJLEU 


companion of yours la Gl Qa 4 RR 
‘The Compleat Goggler’ is a PF ~weelnaiaa 
humorous and informative skin 
diving classic that will be perma- 
nently cherished by anyone you 
give it to. If your diving friend 
does not have one now . . . he 
wants one!!! This is an opportunity 
for you to present a gift to that 
person that has everything and is 


hard to buy for. 


Fill in the blank below and mail 
with your $5. The easy way to 
shop and a gift that will always 
be appreciated. A gift card will 
be sent stating that you are the 


donor. 


SKIN DIVER Magazine (Use separate sheet for additional gifts) 
Lynwood, California ’ 

Enclosed is my $5. Please send a gift copy of Guy Gilpatric’s and send a Gift Card indicating that this 
diving classic ‘The Compleat Goggler” to: book is a Christmas present from: 


Name 
Address 
City & State. 











